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Keeping Faith, Transforming Tomorrow

For the first time in its 50-year history, on 10-13 November 2020, under the new  leadership 
of  Secretary General Prof. Azza Karam, who assumed office in March 2020, Religions for P eace 
 convened an Assembly on Women, Faith & Diplomacy under the motto Keeping Faith & 

 Transforming Tomorrow. Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the Assembly was hosted largely  virtually. 

During the Assembly, over 1,500 participants from more than 60 countries came together.

In this chaotic world, women and men’s voices broke through to interrupt global narratives 

around the pandemic, terror, and destruction. Their shared insight and expertise provided a clear 

path forward towards peace and sustainable development. The project supported Religions for 

Peace’s commitment to advance gender equality and promote women’s leadership in  religious 

 institutions at the local, national, regional, and global levels, and to further strengthen the world’s 

religious communities through increased multi-religious and multi-stakeholder collaboration. 
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fellow human beings and the environment, can be found in many religions. Taking multi-religious 

action and fostering peaceful, just, and inclusive societies based on the common understanding 

of deeply held and widely shared values among religious communities can transform conflicts and 

bring about healing. These traditions of promoting an exchange of ideas and fostering partnership 

and collaboration beyond differences and boundaries are particularly pronounced in Lindau and 

the tri-state region around Lake Constance.

The Foundation Peace Dialogue of the World Religions and Civil Society (Ring for Peace) successfully 

hosted the 10 thWorld Assembly of Religions for Peace in August 2019 and the 1 stAssembly on 

Women, Faith & Diplomacy in November 2020, in partnership with Religions for Peace, the only 

international organisation with affiliated and legally registered multi-religious leadership 

platforms in 90 countries.

The German Federal Foreign Office and the Bavarian State Ministry of Education generously 

supported these endeavours.

Caring for Our Common Future – Advancing Shared Well-Being

At the 10 thWorld Assembly, more than 1,000 senior religious leaders, women of faith, and youth 

from 125 countries were joined by 100 representatives of governments, intergovernmental 

organisations, and civil society groups to forge multi-stakeholder partnerships for the common 

good. On 20–23 August 2019, participants came together in Lindau, Germany to promote 

common action for positive peace and meaningful change in the culture of interreligious dialogue.
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RELIGIONS  
FOR PEACE: AN  
ASPIRATION AND 

A REALITY FOR 
OUR TIMES

Prof. Azza Karam, Secretary General, Religions for Peace

 A s I write this, Religions for Peace is 

 receiving one of the Roosevelt Four 

 Freedoms Awards: the Freedom of Worship 

one. This is an annual award presented to those 

whose achievements have  demonstrated a 

commitment to the principles that  President 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt proclaimed in his 

historic speech to the United States Congress 

on January 6, 1941 as essential to  democracy: 

freedom of speech and expression, freedom 

of worship, freedom from want,  freedom from 

fear. A few years after President FD Roosevelt 

passed away – after  Herculean, 

wise, and  determined  efforts 

stewarded by his wife, 

 Eleanor Roosevelt – the 
Universal  Declaration 

of Human Rights 

(UDHR) came into being. The UDHR enshrined 

 Freedom of Worship as part of Freedom of 

Thought,  Conscience and Belief. If we lack these 
 freedoms, we are effectively disabled from 

 existence itself, and cannot begin to  realise 

any of the other human rights. In  other words, 

without the Freedom of Thought,  Conscience 

and Belief – the freedom of worship – we live 
in indignity, and the circumstances thereof are 

perpetuated. Freedom of Thought, Conscience 

and Belief is one of the ongoing strategic 
 priorities of Religions for Peace, after more 

than 50 years of its existence. 

But when did Religions for Peace come 
into being? In 1969, the US Astronaut Neil 

 Armstrong became the first human to set 
foot on the Moon, uttering the immortal 
words, “That’s one small step for man, one 

giant leap for mankind.” But this was also 
four years into the Vietnam War – a proxy war 

 between two ideologies. The same year,  Britain 
sent  additional troops to Northern Ireland to 

try to quell rising violence between two groups 

of Christians (Catholics and  Protestants), 

and an ethno-religious war broke out in 

 Biafra,  Nigeria, resulting in starvation among 
3  million people. All this was happening in 

the shadow of an increasingly fierce nuclear 
arms race, which had started in 1945 with the 

 testing of the first nuclear bomb – the impact 
of which was tried out on two Japanese cities, 

charring bodies, futures, and earth. 

As the world entered 1970, the  geopolitical 

landscape continued to be tarnished with the 

dark brush of multiple layers of discrimination 

and its inequities – political, social,  economic, 

and cultural. Not the least among which are 

subjugation of Indigenous  Peoples’ lands 

and cultures, systemic racism, gender-based 

 violence, anti-Semitism, and Islamophobia. By 
1970, it was also clear that the United  Nations, 

initially created to ensure  governments 

would come together so that no more wars 

would ever be fought, was unable to fulfil 
this  mission of peace for the world. Reams of 

legislation, several conventions, and regional 

and  national entities were already in place. 

But peace  remained elusive, and today, more 
than 75 years later, the United Nations clearly 

 cannot do it all alone.

And so a group of religious leaders came 

 together – from Japan, India, China, and the 

United States; from various countries across 

Africa, the Middle East,  Europe,  Latin  America, 
and the Caribbean –  representing their 

 institutions and communities  and,  between 

them, all the faiths of the world. This was to 

be the first assembly of what was then named 
the World  Conference of Religions and Peace 

(WCRP) in Kyoto,  Japan. Their  intention? To 

bring together their respective  individual 

 institutional  commitments to heal. Their 

 purpose? To exemplify an  alternative way of 

thinking and serving, based on a shared ethos 

of care, which insisted on  holistic peace for each 

and every human being, and for the  planet. 

Their mission? To convene, to  collaborate, and 

thus, by virtue of the  authority and  resources 

they and their  institutions  combined, to 

 engineer the realities of peace, security, and 

sustainable development. They came  together 

in 1970 to symbolise and  demonstrate that 
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the multi-religious is a powerful  coalition 

and partner in the multilateral, multi- 

stakeholder, and multi-faceted resilience  

required by humanity to stand against all 

odds. Their subliminal message? There is no 

dignity in hunger, insecurity, exclusion, and 

pain; there is no resilience devoid of human 

dignity; and there is no dignity without the 

healing power of all faiths. Body, mind, and 
spirit are the whole. 

A 50-year legacy of  

multi-religious collaboration

And so it is that, in its five decades of  service, 
 Religions for Peace has systematically 

 facilitated multi-religious collaboration for 

the common good. Ranging from  conflict 
 transformation to environmental protection, 

this history has included mediating conflicts 
(including negotiating the release of child 

 hostages in Sierra Leone); drafting and  passing 

legislation to uphold freedom of thought, 

 conscience, and belief (after the Bosnian Civil 
War); providing care and support for orphans 

and vulnerable children affected by HIV/AIDS; 

and mobilising 21 million diverse youth of faith 

for global disarmament. 

Today, our movement finds collaborative 
paths to advance our six Strategic Priorities, 

which are aligned with the global Sustainable 

Development Goals, or Agenda 2030. These 

priorities were collaboratively developed (and 

charted) by more than 200 religious  leaders 

representing all faith traditions, together 

with scholars, government agencies, and 

 foundations, in December 2019. 

No single faith community leads Religions 

for Peace. Instead, representatives from 

 diverse religious traditions make up all our 

global, regional, and national infrastructures, 

from grassroots to the most senior leadership. 

Religions for Peace’s Interreligious Councils 

(IRCs) provide platforms for dialogue that 

translate into practical cooperation –  common 

action that is built on trust, and consolidates 

it. Interreligious Councils are the platforms 

convening faith leaders and serving on the 

frontlines of peace and security, human 

rights and developmental needs in more than  

90 countries. Multi-religious collaboration 
in service to the common good takes place 

 everywhere from Bosnia and Herzegovina to 
Myanmar, from the United States to China. 

These IRCs serve to welcome migrants 

and refugees, protecting rainforests hand  

in hand with their Indigenous guardians,  

advancing gender equality, promoting 

 interreligious education, and championing 

 freedom of thought, conscience, and belief. 

Highlights from the Religions for Peace 

path of multi-religious collaboration

In 2012, Religions for Peace launched Ten 

Promises to Our Children, a global initiative to 

improve child survival. This initiative  empowers 

people of faith to promote life- saving  practices, 

such as breastfeeding and immunisations, in 

the communities where they live and work. 

In 2013, Religions for Peace worked to 

 advance a global initiative aimed at Restoring 

Dignity, dedicated to engaging faith-based 

NGOs, religious leaders, and individuals of 

faith in common action to end violence against 

women. Religions for Peace released its 

 Restoring Dignity Toolkit that year. 

Between 2013 and 2016, the West African 

IRCs of Religions for Peace confronted the 

 deadly Ebola virus. Religions for Peace led 
quick and effective targeted awareness and 

 sensitisation activities to curb the spread of 

Ebola and save lives. It and its IRCs partnered 
with UNICEF to deliver essential services. The 
Religions for Peace IRCs and their regional 

Women of Faith Networks worked with UNICEF 
to provide care and material support, as well as 

organise alternative learning  opportunities for 

children who could not attend school  during 

the outbreak. After the crisis, Religions for 

Peace IRCs also worked to ensure many of the 

orphans were cared for, and assisted in  training 

cadres of civic leaders and medics  together,  

enabling significant numbers of immunisations 
of children to take place.

In 2017, Religions for Peace, along with 

the UN Environmental Programme and sister 
faith-based entities, co-launched the  seminal 

 Interfaith Rainforest Initiative. Religions for 

Peace’s regional entity in Latin America and 

the Caribbean has been instrumental in 

 implementing the project in Colombia and 

Peru, and has supported a meeting of key 

stakeholders in Brazil. The regional African 
Council of Religious Leaders (ACRL-RfP) and 

the Interreligious Council of Indonesia (IRC 

Indonesia-RfP) coordinated similar  convenings 

of key stakeholders and local partners in both 

the Democratic Republic of the Congo and 

 Indonesia. As the myriad attempts to work 

with governments and civil society to save 

the rainforest continue, so do bridges of trust 

 persist between religious institutions and 

 Indigenous Peoples. 

In 2020, the outbreak of Covid-19  quickly 

proved that the world’s most pressing 

 challenges are inextricably linked,  demanding 

cross-sector, innovative, and  collaborative 

 responses. Within weeks of the global  shutdown 

in March 2020, Religions for Peace created the 
first ever Multi-religious  Humanitarian Fund to 
ensure that different faith groups could work 

together to provide that kind of response in 

their own communities. To date, it is the only 

multi-religious mechanism that finances emer-
gency aid, including psychosocial support,  

distribution of medicine and sanitation kits, 

science-based awareness-raising, safe havens 

for survivors of domestic abuse, and more.

The fund is unprecedented. It is flexible 
enough to provide immediate emergency aid 

in 20 countries, while simultaneously nurturing 

trust across religious divides, as it requires that 

faith communities serve all people together. 

In spite of the pandemic, the  realities 

of  multi-religious convenings imposed 

 themselves strongly, like a strong dye deep in 

the pores of a resilient cloth. Thus, Religions 

for Peace, together with its steadfast Ring 

for Peace Foundation (with generous support 

from the government of Europe’s strongest 
and largest nation – Germany), hosted a world 

assembly focused on the people who endure 

the most in times of war and peace, health and 

pandemics: women of faith. 
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ABOUT THE FOUNDATION 
Prof. (em.) Dr h.c. Wolfgang Schürer 

 H ow can religions contribute to peaceful 

coexistence? Looking at the news, this 

does not simply happen as a matter of course. 

In history as well as the present we find a  
multitude of religiously motivated conflicts. In 
many societies, religious arguments are used 

to deny women equal participation. Religious 

communities strive to exert control over the 

lifestyles of their members. 

The recent visit of Pope Francis to Iraq 

 highlights the dichtonomy: conflict and war on 
the one hand, and a call for reconciliation in 

the sense of religions’ responsibility for peace 

on the other.

Many examples can be cited, but they 
present a distorted and insufficient picture. A 
glance at the past shows the abundant devel-

opment and cultural achievements of religions 

worldwide, not least in the field of education. 
Religions offer believers meaning and provide 

them with a foothold in a changing world – 

both in faith and in the faith community. 

In an increasingly interconnected yet  often 

“strange” world, the exchange of ideas  within 

religions is essential to shape a peaceful 

 coexistence. The prerequisite is to recognise 

and respect differences. The potential for  

interreligious reflection lies in a fundamental 

similarity in character. In practically all faiths, 

concern for fellow human beings and concern 

for the environment are essential principles of 

religious ethics. 

These ethics are realised in everyday life. 

Where this does not happen, there emerges a 

breeding-ground for destabilisation, polarisa-

tion, hatred, and conflict. All over the world, 
faith communities are committed to keeping 

peace, creating justice, and protecting the 

Earth. Countless believers live this ethos, 
and this is where dialogue for peace among 

the world religions has a tangible  impact. 

Contributing to this is the goal of our 
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 I s a real convention possible when the fight 
against the pandemic only allows meetings 

to a very limited extent? Can human closeness 

emerge when distance is actually the order of 

the day? My participation in the 1st Assembly 

on Women, Faith & Diplomacy of Religions for 

Peace in the Inselhalle was initially marked 

by many questions. And there were more 

 questions than usually arise when attending  

a conference for the first time.
The time leading up to the conference was  

full of uncertainty, although  organisational 

 uncertainties were the least of it. The real chal-

lenge was the pandemic. But the ways in which 
problems and uncertainties were overcome in 

the run-up to the assembly exemplified how 
challenges can best be mastered: together, in 

dialogue, and in mutual trust.

The organisers and the Inselhalle team 

 constantly had to look for new solutions. In 

close consultation, they found the right  answer 

to every question that arose as a result of  

the  constantly changing circumstances. They 

 always kept their eyes firmly set on their 
goal, without ever losing sight of the limits 

of what was feasible. Even the move from 

the Great Hall to the foyer was managed so 

 brilliantly that the substitute solution never 

for a  moment gave the impression of being an 

emergency arrangement.

And it became apparent that this spirit that 

prevailed in the preparation also characterised 

the assembly itself. Everyone involved shared 
the often-invoked Spirit of Lindau, which 

stands for openness, solidarity, and hospitality.

Behind the scenes, an atmosphere was 
 created that carried through the assembly. 

 Human warmth despite often only digital 

 contact, familiarity even though the dialogue 

partner was on the other side of the globe. The 

assembly was certainly the best possible  under 

these circumstances: a special enrichment for 

our city, especially in these times.

I was particularly touched by encounters 

with others. For example, with Prof. Azza Karam,  

the Secretary General of Religions for Peace. 

Her messages were clear and at the same time 

differentiated, conciliatory, and humorous. 

Despite the exceptional situation, the 

 assembly was also an island of normality. It not 

only radiated out into the world, but also in the 

society of the city. In 2019, it was the large 

ONLY PEACE  
CREATES JUSTICE
Dr Claudia Alfons, Lord Mayor of Lindau at Lake Constance

“ALL PEOPLE INVOLVED 

SHARED THE  

OFTEN-INVOKED SPIRIT  

OF LINDAU, WHICH 

STANDS FOR OPENNESS, 

SOLIDARITY, AND  

HOSPITALITY.”

Dr Claudia Alfons   

Lord Mayor of Lindau at Lake Constance
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table between the churches that brought 

participants of the 10th World Assembly and 

the people of Lindau together; in 2020 this 

contact was more quiet and yet very intimate.

I still clearly remember the many candles 

in the windows of homes and public buildings. 

They were a shining message of peace that 

does not negate difference and at the same 

time tries to overcome it.

I hope that this sign of the assembly will not 

only have an impact in the world, but also in 

our city community. 

In my opinion, overcoming what divides 

us and perceiving different perspectives as 

 enriching is the only way to solve the complex 

challenges of our time.

The experiences of the assembly invite us 

citizens of Lindau to engage with the topic of 

peace and justice again and again. There are 

several suggestions. 

Our history includes Valentin Heider, one 

of the architects of the Peace of Westphalia, 

which famously ended the Thirty Years War – 

one of the most devastating religious wars in 

European history.

The Friedensräume (rooms of peace) in 

Lindenhof Park, which are probably unique in 

Germany, offer many valuable impulses. Our 

municipal membership of the Mayors for Peace 
also regularly reminds us the importance of 

our commitment to peace. The importance 

of the issue of peace is also reflected in small 

things. For example, for the first time in the 
history of horticultural shows, the theme of 

peace will occupy a large space at the Garten-

schau Lindau. This will take place around the 

Ring for Peace on the Hintere Insel (Luitpold 

Park), so that here, too, urban society and the 

assembly will be interwoven in a beautiful way.

The idea of peace guides us in important 

policy processes. We are currently establishing 

citizen participation as an integral part of our 

political activities – we are convinced that a 

peaceful urban society is only possible through 

citizen participation in development processes. 

Doing so also helps us to look at other coun-

tries and cultures and learn from them, while 

also being a member of a worldwide network.

This demonstrates that Lindau may stand 

partly on an island, but we are not an island. 

We are eager to face our responsibility in the 

world. This is also why we value the Religions 

for Peace assembly so much – because the 

assembly brings Lindau to the world and the 

world to Lindau.

This reciprocity is important and  inspiring. 

If you desire change, you have to start with 

 yourself. This applies not only to the city, 

but also to everyone individually. Religion is, 

of course, in the first place something very  
personal. However, the free practice of reli-

gion is, like peace, a basic prerequisite for a 

dignified, free, and fulfilled life. Of course, it 
is  depressing that religion and peace are so 

often in conflict with each other. Personally, I 
understand  religion to be peaceful per se. And 

yet, conflicts have always arisen between reli-
gions or even with those who are not religious.

I very much hope that we will be able to 

overcome this at some point. In my view, the 

Religions for Peace assembly makes a vital 

contribution to this and provides important 

impulses. I am pleased that our small town of 

Lindau is able to provide the platform for this 

ambitious goal and the search for answers to 

important questions of humanity. 

I am very much looking forward to the next 

Religions for Peace assembly, which for me is 

a valuable part of the conference programme 

in Lindau.

The Island of Lindau on Lake Constance: Lighthouse, 
Mangturm, Maximilianstraße
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THE RING FOR PEACE
An interfaith symbol of peace 

The Ring for Peace shed light on the guiding 

theme of the 10th World Assembly and was  

introduced as a permanent symbol of peace  

among religions. It stands as a connecting  

element, neither fixed to any one religion nor 
excluding any other. In many world religions, 

the ring symbolises loyalty, truthfulness, and 

honesty. The Buddhist Wheel of Life, the signet 
ring of the Prophet Muhammad in Islam, the 
Ring of Solomon in Judaism, or Lessing’s Ring 

Parable are only a few examples. 

As a “round whole”, equal and absolute in 

itself, the ring symbolises the  complementary 

and mutually completing nature of world  

religions, whose unity embodies the entirety  

of consciousness. 

The design 

The Templin wood designer Gisbert Baarmann 
created the 7.5-meter-high wooden ring in the 

form of a Moebius strip. It was built from larch 
wood – 36 woods from around the world and 

from certified cultivation were integrated into 
the large sculpture. 

The sculpture was erected in early August 

in the Luitpoldpark in Lindau, directly on the 

shore of Lake Constance. 

The ceremony and the campaign 

To mark the opening of the World Assembly, 

an interfaith and spiritual ceremony with all 

the delegates and many guests took place 

on 20 August, 2020 in Lindau at the Ring for 

Peace on the island in Luitpold Park. The  focus 

of the ceremony was the protection of  religious 

sites worldwide. 

From this place, a greeting of peace from 

each religion was sent around the world. The 

ring will remain in the park permanently and 

in the future will continue to provide a place 

in Lindau for interfaith ceremonies and meet-

ings. During the 1st Assembly on Women, Faith 

& Diplomacy in 2020, a multi-religious Peace 

& Light Ceremony was held at the ring and 

broadcast worldwide.

Ring for Peace is a campaign of the Founda-

tion for the Peace Dialogue of World Religions 

and Civil Society established during the 10th 

World Assembly of Religions for Peace.Ph
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“WHETHER THE VARIETY OF WOOD 

SPECIES IN THE WORLD IS  

COMPARABLE TO THE DIVERSITY 

OF BELIEFS IS DIFFICULT TO SAY, 

BUT THE BEAUTY OF ANY WOOD  

IS HARD TO BEAT.”

Gisbert Baarmann  

sculptor of the Ring for Peace, speaking at a press  

conference on 6 August, 2019, Lindau.

“A WOODEN CIRCLE WHERE THE INSIDE AND THE OUTSIDE BECOME ONE,  

BUILT OF MANY INDIVIDUAL ELEMENTS THAT UNITE TO FORM A SPECIAL RING,  

A RING FOR PEACE.”
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125
accredited  
journalists

18,000
page views from  
22,000 visitors in August

1,799
print articles

5,983
total livestream and video plays 
in August in 50 different countries

1,054
online articles

60,000+
  Impressions

#religionsforpeace
mentioned in international Twitter trends
for Tuesday, 20 August 2019

47
agency reports

436
journalists reported 

worldwide

135
radio mentions

23 TV reports



To Lindau and  
beyond – memory 
and meaning
Dr Gunnar Stålsett, Bishop Emeritus of Oslo, Church of Norway; Honorary President, Religions for Peace

 B eauty is in the eye of the beholder.” This 

ancient wisdom implies a conflict between 
objective reality and subjective experience. 

Looking back at the 10th World Assembly of 

Religions for Peace in Lindau in August 2019,  

I admit to a degree of subjectivity.

This was my third Religions for Peace 

 assembly, but glimpses of a 50-year history, 

with different contexts, venues, topics, and 

composition, all influence my memory. The 
 history of the world’s largest interfaith organ-

isation reflects a stubborn belief that religion 
indeed is a source for peace and that staying 

the course is not about repeating slogans but 

reaffirming values. Faithfulness to the reli-
giously diverse founders’ vision, including a 

prescient Buddhist layman, Nikkyo Niwano, is 
seen in a mission renewed year by year.

The movement they started has the weak-

nesses and strengths of a lean organisation. 

A small staff and limited financial resources 
make it less bureaucratic but perhaps more 

agile than might otherwise be the case. Today 

the organisation thrives, with visionary leader-

ship and dedicated competence on all levels. 

Through years of involvement, I have seen 

well-functioning structures and creative pro-

grammes, but above all a global network of 

men and women, people of faith,  devoted to 

peace and reconciliation. This global  interfaith 

family insists, often against facts on the 

ground, that “different faith – common  action” 

is more than a mere slogan. 

When revisiting Lindau, my sentiment is one 

of gratitude for an event where people of faith 

from every corner of the Earth came  together 
to explore how the virtue of care could be a 

key to shared human well-being in today’s 

world. A wide variety of papers by scholars 

and consultants gave intellectual substance to  

this challenge. 

Once again, I experienced how an  assembly 

of Religions for Peace is, in fact, a summit of 

world religions. The event gives a spiritual 

pulse to the present and moral perspectives to 

the future. It inspires personal encounters and 

forges new alliances across faith and culture, 

gender and generation. 

As chair of the assembly’s preparatory 

 committee, I would consider one measure of Ph
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success to be clear answers to questions such 

as: Did the assembly demonstrate an informed 

public discourse on the role of religion today? 

Did faith leaders challenge materialism and 

cynicism, particularly in secular Europe? Does 
religion reflect the reality of modern life? How 
does faith respect science? How do spirituality 

and ethics correspond to so-called  postmodern 

life? In practical terms, how does theology 

 respond to the global agenda? In other words, 

is it possible to align faith with reality and  reality 

with faith? Many of these questions, it must be 
admitted, linger still – but on each one, I sensed 

a forward movement.

In his opening speech, the Federal  President 

of Germany, Frank-Walter Steinmeier, quoted 

John Lennon’s famous lyrics: “Imagine there’s 

no heaven … Nothing to kill or die for/And no 

religion too.” Against the suggestion that an 

irreligious world is a fundamental precondition 

for a peaceful world, the statesman presented 

himself as a man of faith, seeing a positive 

role for religion in society at large. To imagine 

things not yet seen is the essence of faith and 

a driving force in politics. To capture the future 

with hope, determination, and resilience is the 

promise of people of goodwill. 

“Religions for Peace pledge concrete  actions 

for common good of mankind.” This headline 

from Vatican News echoed an  assessment 

across mainstream secular, religious, and  

social media.

Crossroads of peace, science, and faith

There are many concerns dictating the choice 

of  venue for an assembly. Where do you find a 

 supporting host, a global platform, a national 

 constituency, and an ambience fitting the bold 
interfaith agenda? Is there necessary support 

from religious leaders in the region? Is there a 

welcoming local religious community? 

For the 10th Assembly, the Federal  Republic 

of Germany as host nation, the state of  Bavaria, 
and the city of Lindau offered more than  

a framework and finance. Their  engagement  
in the preparation and the programme is  

unsurpassed.

Two important background factors made 

their contribution to what turned out to be 

this unique cooperation. First, the  innovative 

 Federal German Foreign Office’s religion and 
 diplomacy programme Responsibility of the 

Religions for Peace. Second, there was the 

 religiously inclusive environment created by 

the bi-annual Kirchentag, one of Europe’s 
 largest faith events, which draws more than 

a hundred thousand participants. Both have 
advanced ecumenical understanding and  

interfaith openness for years, contributing to a 

more tolerant and inclusive post-war  Germany.

Lindau, the beautiful town on the  Bodensee, 
is perhaps best known as a peaceful vacation 

site. But just as importantly, it is a venue 
 devoted to peace and science.

The city’s Peace Museum highlights the 
long lines of religious wars in Europe. From 
more recent times, the images of the restored 

Dresden and Coventry cathedrals, both heavily 

bombarded in the Second World War, symbol-

ise religion and reconciliation. The picturesque 

peace path along the lake is a reminder of 

 UNESCO‘s Roads to Peace programme. 

The recent establishment of the  Foundation 

Peace Dialogue of the World Religions and  Civil 

Society in Lindau added significant strength 
to this feature. A seven-meter-high  wooden 

 sculpture, the Ring of Peace, created by 

 German artist Gisbert Baarmann, brightens 
one of the central parks. This compelling work 

and dialogue across sciences, cultures, and 

traditions. The laureates represent all Nobel 

prizes except the ones for literature and peace.

With the Religions for Peace assembly, 

these paths of religion and science converge 

in Lindau. Due recognition goes to Professor 

(em.) Dr h.c. Wolfgang Schürer for his  visionary 

and energetic leadership on both tracks. One 

of his dreams was the new state-of-the-art 

Conference Hall. This impressive building was 

finished just in time to be inaugurated as a 
centre in the global interfaith peace arena.

Among the many state and non-state  actors 

who played a decisive role in the  negotiations 

that brought the Assembly to Germany were 

the State Secretary at the President’s Office, 
Dr Stephan Steinlein. High-level civil  servants 

from the German Federal Foreign Office 
 contributed to the viability of this unique 

and demanding cooperative project. Ulrich 

 Schneider, who had served for several years 

as director of the Kirchentag, was engaged as 

chief coordinator and manager on the ground. 

All of them, together with their co-workers, 

contributed to a remarkable encounter of 

 diplomacy and faith in the heart of Europe. 

Perspectives from Kyoto to Lindau

The Lindau assembly took place on the eve of 

the 50th anniversary of the birth of Religions 

for Peace in Kyoto, Japan. After two world wars, 

with Holocaust and Hiroshima as signatures, 

religious leaders had begun to charter a new 

road towards unity and peace. In the  process, 

some had contributed to the United Nations 

Charter and the Universal  Declaration of 

of art embodies the interconnectedness of 

 civilisation in an eternal search for peace. 

However, it is not religion but science that 

has given global recognition to the town and 

its nearby Mainau Island. The Lindau  Nobel 
Laureates Foundation was started some 

60 years ago by Count Lennart Bernadotte of 
Sweden. Continuing under the patronage of 

Countess Bettina Bernadotte, it has been the 
defining event of the region. Thus, every year, 
the Nobel Laureates Meeting brings some 
40 scientists and about 600 undergraduate 

 students from around the world to lectures 
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“Lindau, the beautiful 

town at the Bodensee,  

is perhaps best known as 

a peaceful vacation site. 

But just as importantly, 

it is a venue devoted to 

peace and science.”

 Dr Gunnar Stålsett   

Bishop Emeritus of Oslo
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Human Rights. A critical understanding 

of religion as a driving force of both conflict 
and reconciliation led to the creation of an 

interfaith platform for peace. Harnessing the 

 resources of  spirituality, shared moral values, 

and universal virtues  together with compas-

sion for a more humane world had become a 

compelling idea across faith and statecraft.

Today, when violent extremism, based on 

ethnic, nationalistic, and religious  chauvinism, 

has come to the surface in all regions of the 

world, there is a need for a critical focus on 

faith and fundamentalism. Terrorism and 

 violence, sponsored by state and non-state 

 actors, threaten international law and order. 

The burning question is how interfaith efforts 

can contribute to quelling this demonic force. 

In choosing the theme Caring for Our 

 Common Future – Advancing Shared Well- 

Being, we were affirming the values and ways 
of our history as a movement. The virtue of care 

reflects the divine commandment of  loving 
the other. Loving kindness gives depth to the 

widely shared notion of solidarity.  Combining 

“common” and “shared” reflects an essential 
path towards one world, one humanity, and 

one mission.

Assembly participants were challenged 

to explore the overall theme of “shared well- 

being”, not in the abstract but as part of the 

following hands-on topics: transforming  violent 

conflicts, promoting just and harmonious 
 societies, advancing sustainable and integral 

human development, and protecting the Earth.
The discourse that took place in plenary 

sessions, commissions, breakout sessions, 

and numerous bottom-up participatory events 

gave participants renewed commitment to 

 interfaith action and the assembly  preparatory 

committee members a sense of fulfilment.

An unfinished agenda

Highlighting an unfinished agenda is an 
 encouragement to face demanding issues. 

The assembly‘s Final Declaration was inspired 
by a consensus on care ethics for shared 

well- being. In several ways, it reflects steady 
 progress from the first to the tenth assembly. 

The new administration in New York and 

regional leaders are energetically developing 

plans of action under the new mandate. The 

pandemic impacts traditional ways of work-

ing, but this situation has virtually produced 

a richer exchange of views and more active 

global participation. The consultative and 

 decision-making processes have been vital-

ised. Webinars on critical issues are enriching 

the global discourse and bringing new insights 

towards implementation. 

It is an encouraging signal of commitment 

to the assembly‘s legacy that, one year after 
the Lindau event, the 1st Assembly on  Women, 

Faith & Diplomacy took place under the  motto: 

Keeping Faith, Transforming Tomorrow. A 

 similar event on the challenges and oppor-

tunities of youth in the interfaith movement 

should be a priority. I hope that this will be 

possible in a continued partnership between 

Religions for Peace, Ring for Peace, and the 

German Federal Foreign Office. 
The assembly provided a new emphasis on 

freedom of religion, often hailed as among the 

most precious principles of the United Nations. 

Indeed, without freedom of  religion, there is 

no future for interfaith  unity. Sadly, religious 

edicts and attitudes often strike at the core 

of freedom of religion. Thus, blasphemy laws, 

harshly practised in some states with religious 

dominance, challenge interfaith harmony. 

 Indeed, this demanding issue belongs to the 

interreligious agenda of today. In this spirit,  

the assembly endorsed the Peace Charter for 

Forgiveness and Reconciliation and supported 

the protection of holy sites worldwide.

While celebrating the UN Treaty against 

Nuclear Weapons, Religions for Peace must 

continue to support the moral and political 

campaign for its universal implementation. 

The emerging weaponisation of cyberspace 

needs a faith rejection on behalf of future gen-

erations. Equally demoralising is the prospect 
of wars executed by artificial intelligence. It is 
time to initiate an interfaith engagement on 

this harrowing horizon.

In international law, the right to life and 

the right to peace are intertwined. The UN’s 
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Bishop Dr Gunnar Stålsett, State Secretary Stephan Steinlein, Prof. (em.) Dr h.c. Wolfgang Schürer, Dr Andreas Görgen



2016 Declaration on the Right to Peace 

was an essential step towards the goal of a 

 declaration of human right to peace. Religious 

leaders and communities should seek ways to 

strengthen international law in this respect in 

cooperation with the Human Rights Council. 

A universal rejection of the inhumane death 

penalty is long overdue. There are  encouraging 

signs of political and diplomatic progress as 

the number of states eliminating the death 

penalty or suspending its practice increases. It 

is inspiring that against a traditional reading 

of holy scriptures, the Vatican has radically 

changed the Catholic catechism on this point. 

Likewise, most Protestant churches have long 

supported the abolition of the death penalty. 

The consensus in all religions on the sacred-

ness of life points towards total abolition. The 

first step is to register this topic as legitimate 
and necessary in interfaith discourse.

The assembly mandated a  strengthening of 

multifaith action to advance gender  equality. 

The “me too” movement has yet to  impact 

the male-dominant realm of religion. There 

is an  urgent need to widen the fight against 
all forms of sexual abuse in religious environ-

ments. Trafficking is a form of slavery that calls 
for a decisive global pastoral response. The 

innovative joint project of Mediclinic and the 
Ring of Peace addressed the complex  traumas 

of rape. A coherent faith-based strategy on all 

aspects of this broad issue is an imperative  

of ethics of care. 

Three critical issues add particular  urgency 

to the post-assembly agenda, two years 

 later: the worsening rainforest crisis in the 

 Amazon, the military coup in Myanmar, and 
the  Covid-19 pandemic.

The Faith for Forest Declaration,  endorsed 

by the assembly, reached the highest  level of 

the United Nations within just a few weeks. 

This has mobilised faith communities and 

 Indigenous Peoples worldwide. While some 

significant progress is being made for the 
 International Rainforest Initiative (IRI), the 

 Amazon situation is catastrophic due to a failed 

national leadership. The initiative of Brazil’s 
Indigenous People to bring their  president to 

the International Criminal Court in the Hague 

shows that crime against nature is as severe 

as crime against humanity. Religions for Peace 

must continue to mobilise support on national 

levels to protect the world’s rainforests. Only 

in close cooperation with Indigenous Peoples 

can this succeed. With their spirituality, their 

representatives at the assembly reinforced 

the interfaith promise on this critical point of 

shared well-being.

The joint letter issued by a large delegation 

of leaders from Myanmar and Bangladesh 
 affirmed religious-based reconciliation efforts 
in Myanmar. The tragedy of the Rohingya 
Muslim population has worsened with recent 
developments. The military coup, the incarcer-

ation of duly elected leaders, and the lethal 

force used against peaceful demonstrators 

have been widely condemned. It is a severe 

setback to the democratisation process, which 

has had broad interfaith support. 

The Religions for Peace Advisory Forum for 

Peace and Reconciliation in Myanmar, which 
received full support at the assembly, can only 

be resumed when conditions on the ground  

allow all parties to participate.

In the meantime, every possible route 

 towards alleviating the suffering of the  people 

and protecting the lives of brave  protesters 

must be on the global interfaith agenda.  

Myanmar has become a test case for faith 
and diplomacy. Leaders of all religions in 

the  country deserve continued international 

 support for their brave and principled stance 

in defence of human dignity and human rights.

The Covid-19 pandemic has become an 

equaliser in that no one is immune to the 

Epilogue

The 10th World Assembly of Religions for Peace bid farewell to its Secretary General, Dr  William 

Vendley, after his almost 30 years of service. No one in the history of this organisation has 

 contributed more to its success. His wisdom, dedication, and enthusiasm have earned him 

 admiration and respect. His legacy will persist for generations to come.

A new and exciting chapter has begun with the election of his successor, Professor Azza Karam. 

As an Egyptian-born Muslim woman and Professor of Religion and Development, she embodies 
the values and the visions of the interfaith movement. With many years at the United Nations, she 

brings new perspectives to the organisation. Her tenure has begun with a promising start.

In conclusion, looking back should not be a nostalgic exercise, nor a futile fight with failures. 
Looking back is to seek wisdom and find guidance for a better future. Spirituality and ethical 
norms are harbingers of hope for peace in the world. Imagine that future!

 virus. But the pandemic also demonstrates 
the deep-rooted global inequality between 

the affluent and the emerging nations, and 
 nationally between rich and poor citizens. 

Just as Religions for Peace participated in 

 humanitarian programs against the HIV/Aids 

 pandemic, today the organisation needs to be 

at the forefront advocating equal access to 

vaccination. Religions for Peace must  continue 

forcefully to address the nexus of poverty 

and pandemic. Shared well-being in a world 

 impacted by the pandemic calls for solidarity 

in access to care and cure.
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          Steering, 

Declaration, and Nominating 

Committees

           Assembly  

Preparatory Committee / World 

Council Meeting

         Ring for Peace 

Ceremony

Programme at a glance
Monday 19 August Tuesday 20 August

Wednesday 21 August Thursday 22 August Friday 23 August

09:00-16:00

16:45–19:00

18:00–19:15

18:15–18:45

17:15- 18:15

09:00-16:00

Inselhalle Lower

Ground Floor

various

locations

Bayerischer Hof

9:00–10:00

11:00–12:30 11:00–12:30 11:00–12:30

12:45–14:15

13:00–14:30

14:45–16:15

15:00–17:30 15:00–16:30

18:30–21:00

16:45–18:00

9:00–10:30 9:00–10:30

10:30–12:15

19:30–21:30

19:00–20:30

15:00–16:15

16:30–17:30

12:30-13:00

Plenary Hall

Plenary Hall

Plenary Hall Plenary Hall Plenary Hall

various locations

various locations

various locations

various locations

Bayerischer Hof

MS Sonnenkönigin Boat

various locations

various locations

various locations

Plenary Hall Plenary Hall

Plenary Hall

Plenary Hall

Plenary Hall

Inselhalle 1-3

Luitpold Park

08:45–09:00 Plenary Hall

9:00–10:30

Women’s

Pre-Assembly

Five  

Simultaneous 

Commissions

Youth

Pre-Assembly

Business Meeting 1

Plenary 2 Plenary 3 Closing Ceremony

Religious Caucuses  

over Lunch Regional Caucuses and  

International Trustee Meeting  

over Lunch

Five Simultaneous  

Commissions
Equipping for Action New World Council Meeting

Boat Ride with Dinner

Business Meeting 2

Business Meeting 3 Plenary 4

Opening Ceremony

Opening Banquet
Dinner

Plenary 1

         Procession

Multi-religious Prayer and Meditation

Special Session: MENA  

Women as Peacemakers

          Steering, 

Declaration, and Nominating 

CommitteesSteering,  

Declaration, 

and  Nominating 

Committees

Inselhalle or Lindau Market Square 

with local population

13:00–13:40
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Speech by  
German Federal  
President  
Frank-Walter  
Steinmeier

opening the 10th World Assembly 
of Religions for Peace in Lindau, 
20 August, 2019

 S urely the best-known utopian pop song 

of the 20th Century, the song everyone 

starts singing when they are dreaming of 

a good, of a better, future, is John Lennon’s  

“Imagine”.

Not only was it recently declared Song of the 

Century, it was also performed by  Colombian 

singer Shakira in 2015 before the 70th anni-

versary session of the United Nations General 

Assembly, in the presence of more than one 

hundred heads of state and government.

Ever since its release in 1971, this song 
has moved millions – thanks, no doubt, to the 

ended with the Peace of Westphalia, concluded 

through diplomacy.

Religious faith can be a great, indeed a  

wonderful, power which can shape a person for 

his or her entire life, which can give strength 

and meaning in both life and death. However, 

faith and religion can also be abused – in order 

to justify inherently non-religious intentions 

and political goals.

Not only in medieval Europe was this true. 
Even today, in many parts of the world, we see 
how religious feeling and conviction and the 

human desire for sound orientation can flip 
over into violence against those with different 

beliefs or against so-called unbelievers. Be it 
in Myanmar, Nigeria, Mali, the Middle East, 
Indonesia, or Pakistan – again and again we 

see how religion can appear as a dreadful,  

literally merciless power, particularly under 

the influence of cynical leaders with no con-

science. Religious fundamentalism and count-

less religiously charged conflicts at this time 
are unfortunately giving us plenty of examples.

Religions for Peace proves, both in theory 

and in practice, that this can and indeed must 

be different. Religions for Peace is serious in 

its conviction that religions must no longer be 

used as the justification for discord and war, 
but on the contrary that they can – and indeed 

must – be instruments of peace.

Otherwise they will fail to meet their own 

yardstick and will lose all credibility. Religions’ 

commitment to peace is, of course, important 

first and foremost in the cause of peace itself. 
It is, however, also crucial for religions per se. 

What is at stake is nothing less than their 

wonderful melody, but also its visionary lyrics:

Imagine all the people living life in peace

You may say I’m a dreamer

But I’m not the only one

I hope someday you’ll join us

And the world will be as one

I think it’s safe to say that all of us here 

today would like to echo this message of 

peace. However, the message in this song is 

indivisibly linked with statements that are  

decidedly critical of religion. Indeed, the song 

begins with the desire for a world without  

religion:

 “Imagine there’s no heaven/Above us 

only sky … Nothing to kill or die for/And no 

religion too.” 

An irreligious world is well-nigh posited as 

the fundamental precondition for a peaceful 

world.

This is quite a provocation for all those for 

whom religion is important, for all those who 

find meaning in faith, who have found and 
 continue to find orientation and succour in 
their faith.

It is also an intellectual, political, and, not 

least, practical challenge to all those who hold 

a leadership position or function within their 

faith community – in other words for all those 

who are responsible for how their religion  

impacts on daily life, for how it presents itself, 

for its public image.

Those of us to whom religion and faith 

are important – and as a practising Christian 

I  deliberately include myself here – cannot 

 remain indifferent when people keep saying 

that religion is nothing but a phenomenon 

which prevents peace and indeed promotes 

war. This is something we cannot ignore.

We have to admit that this was indeed the 

case all too often in the past – and it is still 

all too often the case today. A terrible war 

once raged even in such an idyllic place as 

Lindau: the Thirty Years War, a war waged in 

the name of religion which brought hunger, 

 suffering, death, and devastation to large 

parts of Europe. It was a war that was always 
also about creed and in which all of humanity 

literally went to hell. Only once all the religious 

debates had been put aside could the war be Ph
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acceptance as credible ambassadors of a 

 reality which inevitably affects people.

Peace is one of the most profound 

 promises made by all religions: the peace of 

the soul which individuals seek for and within 

 themselves, and the peace with fellow human 

beings near and far which makes possible a 

successful, happy life for all.

I believe religions can, as effective and 

 resilient advocates of peace, make an indis-

pensable and irreplaceable contribution to-

wards the service of humanity. Religions for 

Peace has helped us rediscover precisely this.

 Not just with smartly formulated 

 declarations of intent, which cost nothing, but 

in the practical, everyday context, in particular 

at regional and local levels.

It was precisely this belief in the religions’ 

necessary and potentially beneficial peace 
mission that inspired Nathan Söderblom 

and his fellows who, after the atrocities of 

the First World War, waged among so-called 

 Christian nations, aimed to build unity among 

the  Christian churches, primarily in the 

 service of peace. One motto of the movement, 

 formulated by Hermann Kapler, President of 

the German Evangelical Church Committee, 
was quoted frequently by Nathan Söderblom: 

“Doctrine divides, service unites.”

Far beyond the Christian context, this  motto 

appears to me to be of significance for cooper-
ation among all religions which, as is the case 

with Religions for Peace, aim to  preserve and 

establish peace.

Now, I know and we all know that every 

 religion initially regards it as an impertinence 

to be asked to line up with other religions – 

and to attach the same importance and the 

same value to other religions as it does to 

its own. Every religion claims to be the one 
true religion. It is, in a manner of speaking, 

in the essence of a religion to claim to know 

the truth about Heaven and Earth, about God 
and  humanity. No religion that wants to be 

taken seriously and to retain its credibility can 

 depart from this.

But this claim to truth can and must be 
defended using only peaceful means. We have 

hopefully all learnt by now that any religion 

that tries to establish itself through oppres-

sion, violence, or terror is bound merely to 

 discredit itself.

In Religions for Peace, everyone is aware of 

their own and others’ claim to the truth – but 

in the first instance this plays no role at all in 
your practical cooperation. Doctrine divides, 

service unites. The interreligious cooperation 

which Religions for Peace urges and enables 

proceeds on the assumption that the priority 

must be to create – through peace – the space 

in which the religions interact. In other words, 

the assumption that peace is the prime task 

on which the religions must work together.

Here, peace means more than the absence 

of war. Peace means the possibility of sharing 

fairly in the world’s resources. Peace means 

being able to practise and express one’s 

 religion and faith freely. Peace means having 

equal rights, irrespective of gender, origins, 

and social status. Peace, in this broader sense 

covered by the Hebrew word “Shalom”, means 

being able to lead a life in dignity.

Without peace, it will forever remain impos-

sible to attain the United Nations Sustainable 

Development Goals. The work of Religions 

for Peace is therefore increasingly becoming 

 political work to improve global living condi-

tions for all. None of the goals which make it 

possible for all people in the world to live a life 

in dignity can be achieved without peace. And 

if there is no peace among the religions, there 

can be no peace at all. By dint of their own aspi-
rations, the religions ought to feel called upon 

to work energetically to realise the  United  

Nations Sustainable Development Goals.

In my many years as Foreign Minister, I was 
able to see just how constructive cooperation 

can be between concrete, peace-making  policy 

on the one hand and concrete attempts at 

 reconciliation via religion on the other – and in 

some instances how constructive it was and is. 

Colombia was an example in the last  decade. 

Mozambique is a current example where 
churches and religions have had a  positive 

impact and, looking to the film, I can only say 
that we will see a similar peace-building effect 

on the part of the religions in Myanmar. This all 
goes to show that religions can be constructive 

forces in the resolution of conflicts. There are 
examples, and diplomacy and foreign  policy 

need to recognise this.

In Germany we take the fact that religions 

are among the biggest social actors in the 

world very seriously. One reflection of this atti-
tude is that we, like the Norwegians, have set 

up a separate Religion and Foreign Policy unit 

at the Federal Foreign Office. Another is our 
particular support for the work of Religions 

for Peace. So I am extremely happy that you 

are holding this world assembly in Germany. I 

urge you all to continue your engagement.

We may be of different faiths. But we must 
be united in our shared belief that  religion 

must never be cited as a justification for 
 hatred or violence. No war must be waged in 

the name of religion! That must be the joint 

message we send out here in Lindau.

When Pope John Paul II first invited 
 representatives of all the religions to a world 

day of prayer, the gathering took place in 

 Assisi, Umbria, the home of Saint Francis, a 

man wholeheartedly committed to peace and 

reconciliation and highly respected, highly 

honoured not only by Christians.

I should like to end with a prayer or song of-

ten attributed to Saint Francis of Assisi, though 

we do not know exactly if it actually originated 

with him. It is entirely in keeping with his prin-

ciples, and I think all well-intentioned religious 

people can easily subscribe to it. Its very first, 
most comprehensive request is for peace, for 

which every individual can be an instrument:

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace,

Where there is hatred, let me bring love;

Where there is injury, pardon;

Where there is discord, harmony ...

In the spirit of this prayer, I wish all partic-

ipants in this World Assembly here in Lindau, 

and all Religions for Peace participants and 

supporters around the world, every success.

And here in Lindau I wish you lively 

 discussions with many new and practical ideas 

which all so very much need.

Thank you and Shalom!
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 investigation of what we know of the present, 

according to the law of causality on the level of 

phenomena; it is the inviolable law of life: what 

we do in our present shapes our future.

Ladies and gentlemen, the destinies of 

 nations are intertwined with one another. 

There is no future for some of us, if we do not 

care for the future of all. Such is the nature of 

the age in which we live. All humankind is on 

one ship, like the one described by the  Prophet 

Muhammad – God’s peace and blessings 
upon him – in the parable of passengers on 

a two-storey ship, in which those on the lower 

deck wished to make a hole in the hull of their 

part of the ship (in order to draw water so they 

wouldn’t have to disturb those at the  upper 

level where the drinking water was stored).  

According to the parable, if those on the up-

per deck allowed those on the lower deck to 

carry on with what they wished to do, “they 

would all perish; if they instead worked togeth-

er, they and everyone else on the ship would  

survive.” Like the passengers on this ship, we 

are bound by our shared destiny and path. 

None can be saved without a course of  

action designed to save everyone. 

There is no Ark of Noah; instead, there is 

only the ship of solidarity and cooperation 

 between people of goodwill, faith, and wisdom.

Planning seriously for the future has become 

a pressing duty that can no longer wait. Each 
time we delay actions we know we must take 

to ward off harm for the future of  humanity, 

we are setting future generations upon cours-

es they will not be able to reverse – population 

growth, civil wars, migration, environmental 

August 20, 2019 His Excellency  

President Frank-Walter Steinmeier, 

President of Germany; Dr William 

Vendley, Secretary General of  

Religions for Peace; Excellencies; 

 Eminences; and Distinguished Guests:

 I address each of you by your name and 

your beautiful qualities. Peace and God’s 

 blessings and mercy be upon all of you.

We meet here today in this great forum, 

hosted generously by the state of Germany, 

and at the invitation of Religions for Peace, of 

which I am happy to be an affiliate. We meet 
here today to share our common concerns, 

our hopes for peace, and the pain of the world  

today so that we may talk about the future.

Discussing the future is, in reality, in one 

way or another, the same as discussing the 

present, as the future is but the fruit of the 

present. In the ongoing development of the 

state of affairs, the future is formed by the 

present, just as the present is formed by our 

past – consequents are formed from anteced-

ents and branches from their roots.

The present is the grounds on which the 

 future is forged: hence, genuine concern about 

the future must be reflected in concern for the 
present; otherwise, it is merely a vain wish. 

Every hope for a better future, if not built upon 
work occurring in the present, is not truly 

hope; rather, it is delusion. Such is the state of 

those who neither cultivate the land nor sow 

seeds yet await the harvest.

Predicting and forecasting the future is 

not a form of divination or speculation but an 

In the Name of God, Most Compassionate, Most Merciful.

May God bless and send peace upon the Prophet Muhammad and 

all of God’s emissaries to humankind.

Caring for our Common Future – Advancing Shared Well-Being

His Excellency Shaykh Abdullah Bin Bayyah

President of the Forum for Promoting Peace in Muslim Societies 

based in Abu Dhabi

Lindau, Germany
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degradation, and the growing disparities  

between the rich and the poor.

Before us lie the promises of a  civilisational 
failure that has degraded the value of the 

 human being. What is the purpose of  venturing 

into outer space, seeking other planets, when 

we are incapable of caring for our own planet’s 

environment – when are still  incapable of liv-

ing in harmony with our fellow human beings, 

our neighbours, on our own planet?

This failure, if it continues, does not bode 

well for a better future. Many voices have 
sounded alarm bells, alerting us to the failure 

of the contemporary model of civilisation that 

humanity as a whole has bought into, in the 

hopes of prosperity and stability.

Last century, we experienced the phenom-

enon of globalisation with two forces acting 

on us simultaneously. On the one hand, we 

have the all-encompassing pressure to abolish  

religious and ethnic identities and  restructure 

the world with one identity. On the other 

hand, there are those desperately clinging to 

narrowly defined identities, with all the hate 
speech and xenophobia that come with that, 

focusing on differences, instead of searching 

for what we have in common.

For the first time in history, we have the 
technological capability to annihilate the hu-

man race. With the spread of extremist thought 

in all its forms, the misuse of this  capability 

is quite possible. At the other extreme, this 

unguided technological development has  

extended the human lifespan through the  

manipulation of the human genome along 

with its resultant ethical dilemmas.

All of this has led to a widespread sense of 

 anxiety, apprehension, uncertainty, and loss 

of trust. Hence, it is more imperative than ever 

before for humanity to strive ardently to keep 

moral progress in pace with scientific progress 
so that it may inform and augment these  

innovations with the values of goodness, love, 

and peace.

In spite of our technological advancements, 

mass communication and global transpor-

tation have not been able to erase from our 

memories the long-standing misconceptions 

various peoples have held of one another. 

 Instead, we have seen tragic and senseless 

acts carried out by various peoples against 

others without any jurisdiction from either 

a religious or temporal authority. Hence, the 

misconceptions have multiplied and increased 

the accumulated historical rancor that rein-

forces every day the suspicions of those who 

predict a clash of civilisations.

Terrorism, with the efficiency of its methods 
and its polarising force, poses an existential 

threat to all peace lovers. It can be said that 

all religions stand accused – some consider 

them responsible for violence and war. Some 

even call for the removal of religion from the 

public sphere, for they consider it a factor that 

 divides rather than one that unites – one that 

harms and does not benefit.
Nevertheless, in spite of the changing, 

dark view we see before us, we cannot forget 

that there is a very bright side: the majority 

of humanity, both in the East and in the West, 
still believes in the possibility of coexistence, 

rejects the rhetoric of violence and hatred, 

and engages in civic initiatives, public service 

campaigns, and coalitions of solidarity, such 

as this conference of ours.

The rhetoric of hatred that has infected 

the body of humanity invites us to despair 

from one another and calls us to fight for self- 
preservation, which, in reality, leads to annihi-

lation and to ignoring the many  commonalities 

that unite us. Our greatest defence against this 

rhetoric is to keep the flame of hope alive in 
our hearts and not let despair seize the hearts 

and minds of people.

The shared values of humanity are 

 universal values that rational minds do not 

differ over – they are not affected by the 

changing times, the contingencies of place, 

or human tendencies. 

This is because such people have founda-

tions and roots that protect them from the 

vicissitudes of time and the abuses of those 

who are destructive. These shared values must 

be restored for people everywhere, and they 

are found in the messages and calls of all the 

prophets. They are the unchanging values  

of peace, which are confirmed by reason and 
human welfare.

People of all the various religious back-

grounds around the world continue to strive 

for peace, and prayers continue to be made 

to  attain peace. Our collective efforts must  

increase. The spirit of solidarity and cooperation 

must emerge and produce initiatives on the 

ground, proving to the world that religion, at its 

core, is a force of mercy for the worlds. It is time 

for religious leaders to demonstrate  greater 

effectiveness and greater involvement in the 

concerns of human societies to rationalise and 

ward off the spectre of wars and deadly strife.

This is our vision in the United Arab 

 Emirates, which offers a model of happy 
 coexistence between different religions and 

ethnicities, framed by initiatives that have del-

egitimised extremists. Among these initiatives 

are the Marrakesh Declaration on the Rights 
of Religious Minorities and the American Peace 
Convoys of the Abrahamic Family. Abu Dhabi 

recently witnessed the Document on Human 

Fraternity signed by the Grand Imam of Al-

Azhar and the Supreme Pontiff of the Catholic 

Church. We also participated on behalf of the 

Forum for Promoting Peace supporting the 

historic Mecca Declaration organised by the 
Muslim World League that was signed by more 
than 1,200 scholars representing diverse 

 Islamic thoughts.

All of this reflects a dynamic and positive 
movement in the region, in which hatred and 

violence are rejected, and the true narrative of 

religion – of love and tolerance – is presented. 

That is our shared story and vision that we all 

share with you in this great forum, supervised 

by my good friend, Dr William Vendley. Our 

meeting gives hope and renews the conviction 

that the day when we reject stereotypes and 

hatred and foster the feelings of brotherhood 

and sisterhood in humanity and love of good-

ness will indeed be a bright day in the history 

of humanity. And so here, from Germany, we 

join the call of religions, the call of all human-

ity, the call of love and harmony – the call to 

work towards a future that honours humanity 

everywhere.
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 acknowledge that we, humans, are the source 

of the problem and to understand ourselves 

as radically relational and interdependent, not 

only in a sociological sense, but also in a more 

holistic way. We are relational beings. 

Truth is communion, life is sharing, existence 

is coexistence, logos is dia-logos, freedom is 

common freedom. 

In the Orthodox tradition, when, during 

the Divine Liturgy, the celebrant raises up the 

bread and wine to become the body and blood 

of Christ, he offers this powerful prayer: “Your 

own of your own, we offer to You, on behalf 

of all and for all.” The phrase “on  behalf of 

all and for all” means that there could not be 

any sacrifice, any prayer, or any glorification of 
God, if it did not include the whole cosmos.

Unless we are willing to sacrifice a little, we 
may live our lives without even noticing the 

harmonious cosmic concert, the  symphony of 

beauty being performed before our very eyes 

and ears. In this immense orchestra, each 

minute detail plays a critical role; every trivial 

aspect contributes in an essential way to the 

melody produced. Not a single member can be 

removed without the entire symphony being 

affected. No human being, tree, or animal can 

be replaced without the entire picture being 

distorted, if not destroyed. When will we begin 

to hear the music of this magnificent  harmony, 
this concert of peace?

The mystics of all traditions understood 

these plain truths. They realised that a person 

with a pure heart, inspired by godly virtues, 

Your Excellency Dr Frank-Walter 

Steinmeier, President of the Federal 

Republic of Germany,

Distinguished Participants,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

 I t is a great honour for us to attend the  

10th World Assembly of Religions for Peace. 

Today, among prominent representatives of 

state and religions, of the high diversity of 

faith-based traditions, it is our pleasure to  

offer the following keynote remarks on the 

very important theme, Caring for Our  Common 

Future – Advancing Shared Well-Being.
Since our election as Ecumenical Patriarch 

in 1991, we have unceasingly strived to raise 

awareness on pressing global challenges, 

such as the protection of the environment, 

the advancement of peace and reconciliation, 

the promotion of intercultural and interreli-

gious dialogue, the foundation of a culture of 

justice and solidarity, and the resistance to all 

those tendencies that do harm to the  dignity 

and sacredness of the human  person and 

his inalienable fundamental rights.  Almost 

28 years of active engagement with all these 

problems has revealed one truth: that noth-

ing can be achieved if we work separately 

and independently. Nobody – not a nation, 

not a state, not a religion, nor science and 

 technology – can face the current problems 

alone. We need one another; we need common 

mobilisation, common efforts, common goals, 

common spirit. Our future is common, and the 

way  toward this future is a common journey. 

This is why Religions for Peace is so crucial, 

because it constitutes a unique opportunity to 

gather people of faith together and to express 

our care for the common good – at the center 

of which is the natural environment, currently 

threatened by the so-called “modern sins” of 

humanity.

Today, though, it is not as strange as it may 

once have been in the past to witness a reli-

gious institution or leader – one normally con-

cerned with “sacred” values – to be involved 

in “secular” issues. After all, what does caring 

for peace as shared well-being have to do with 

our various religious missions? We continue to 

think, quite honestly, that one of the biggest 

accomplishments of Religions for Peace, since 

its creation in 1970, has been the encour-

agement of faith-based institutions to estab-

lish fruitful cooperation and sincere dialogue 

with various people of diverse backgrounds – 

from the political scene to civil  society, from 

intellectuals to practitioners, from theologi-

ans to technocrats, etc. The problem is that 

it takes effort to change our behaviour, to Ph
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can sense a connection with the rest of 

 creation. This is where we can discern  parallels 

in both Eastern and Western Christianity. One 
may recall Seraphim of Sarov (1754-1833) 

feeding the bear in the forest of the north; or 

Francis of Assisi (1181-1226) addressing the 

elements of the universe as his “brothers” and 

“sisters”. The same analogy may be found in 

the 12th Century epic Conference of the Birds 
and the tenderness for all of nature in Rumi’s 

poetry (1207-1273). These connections are 

not merely emotional; they are  profoundly 

spiritual, offering us a sense of continuity 

and community with all of God’s creation, 

while providing an expression of identity and 

compassion with the whole world. Therefore, 

love for God, love for man, and care for peace 

and creation cannot be disconnected. While, 

 indeed, there may be a hierarchy of priority, 

no sharp distinction exists between them. 

The truth is that we are all one family –  

human beings and the entire living world – 

and, together, all of us look to God the Creator.

Ladies and Gentlemen, the Holy and Great 

Council of the Orthodox Church, which con-

vened in Crete in June 2016, stated in its 

 Encyclical that “honest interfaith dialogue con-

tributes to the development of mutual trust 

and to the promotion of peace and reconcili-

ation. The Church strives to make ‘the peace 
from on high’ more tangibly felt on earth. True 

peace is not achieved by force of arms, but 

only through love that ‘does not seek its own’ 
(1 Corinthians 13:5). The oil of faith must be 

used to soothe and heal the wounds of others, 

not to rekindle new fires of hatred.” (§17)
Despite the criticism of religion as a source 

of division and fundamentalism, it is not reli-

gion, but the ideology of the “death of God”, 

proclaimed and celebrated by many in our 

times, that led to the most violent era in the 

history of mankind: the 20th Century. This era 

witnessed two world wars,  several  genocides, 

unforeseen atrocities, bloody armed conflicts, 
 exchanges of populations, the Cold War and 

nuclear threats. Mankind is at an impasse, 
helpless and guideless, when “God is dead”.

Yet, in the Bible we are taught that “the 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” 

(Psalm 111:10). However, as we all know,  today 

fear can become an instrument of  violence 

when radicalism and fundamentalism – these 

expressions of “zeal not based on knowledge” 

(Rom. 10:2) – overtake the real nature of reli-

gion, which is to connect humanity with God, 

to guide people to the depth of the truth, to 

inspire a fruitful relationship between peoples, 

and to lead to a change of mind and life, to 

mutual understanding and trust. This “fear 

of God” is different from the one exalted by  

extremism. It is a transformative moment 

that encompasses peace and freedom, and 

cultivates virtue and cooperation. In Christian 

theology, we call this moment a conversion 

of heart and mind that leads to a peaceful  

communion with God, our neighbour, and all 

of creation.

Despite the difficulty of the task set before 
us, we remain hopeful about humanity’s pro-

gression toward a state of shared well-being. 

This is precisely why this vision must be promot-

ed beyond the walls of this assembly, as well 

as beyond the walls of our sacred religious sites 

and places of worship. Religions for Peace is the 

center of interdisciplinary and interfaith initia-

tives, which serve as a catalyst for assembling 

leaders in religion, science, business, civil socie-

ty, government, and academia. At this point, we 

would like to thank and acknowledge the fruit-

ful work and commitment of all those we know 

and do not know in this extraordinary organisa-

tion. We especially commend Dr William Vend-

ley, who, for so many years, has been the face 

and driving force behind Religions for Peace.

Dear friends, we live in an imperfect world 

and together, through common action and 

creative initiatives, we must make it a better 

world, not only for the present generation, 

but also for those to come. Our children and 

our children’s children deserve a world of  

freedom, of comprehensive peace and  justice, 

of generosity and compassion, free from  

violence against nature and our fellow men. 

We pray that the renewed solidarity and care 

that we are all working for will become a 

 sacred offering “on behalf of all and for all”.  

Thank you very much for your kind  

attention.Ph
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His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew during the 10th World Assembly
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A Message from His 
Holiness Pope Francis

From the Vatican, 19 August, 2019

To the participants

in the 10th World Assembly of Religions  

for Peace

Lindau, from 20-23 August, 2019

 H is Holiness Pope Francis was pleased to 

be informed of the 10th World Assembly of 

 Religions for Peace, and he sends cordial greetings 

to all those participating in the meeting in Lindau. 

As the participants reflect on the theme Caring 
for our Common Future – Advancing Shared Well- 

Being, His Holiness prays that this anniversary  
assembly may bear fruit in a renewed commitment 

to the worlds of concord and fraternity among  

religious leaders and their respective communities. 

For the “authentic teachings of religions invite us 

to remain rooted in the values of peace; to defend 

the values of mutual understanding, human fra-

ternity and harmonious coexistence” (Document 

on Human Fraternity for World Peace and Living 

Together). Such values lead to peace with oneself, 

with others and with all creation, so that everyone 

may rediscover “the grandeur of God’s gift and 

our individual and shared responsibility as inhab-

itants of this world, citizens and builders of the  

future” (Message for the World Day of Peace 2019). 
Upon all present, Pope Francis invokes the divine  

blessings of joy and peace.

Cardinal Pietro Parolin

Secretary of State
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 E very five to seven years, Religions for 
Peace holds a World Assembly,  at which 

senior religious leaders are convened to forge 

a deep  moral consensus around contempo-

rary  challenges, elect a new World Council, 

and advance multi- religious action across and 

beyond the  Religions for Peace movement. 

That movement consists of six regional and 

more than 90 national Interreligious  Councils 

(IRCs) and their Women of Faith Networks 

and  Interfaith Youth Networks. Religions for 

Peace World  Assemblies are global in scale, 

multi- stakeholder in composition, and action- 

orientated. They bring together from around 

the world prominent religious leaders who 

are strategically positioned to advance multi- 

religious action for the common good. 

Religions for Peace further aims to align the 

world’s religious communities around shared 

values, and to engage both communities of 

faith and secular communities in concrete 

 action through the preparation for, convening 

of, and follow-up to the Religions for Peace 

World Assembly. 

The 10th World Assembly was convened in 

 Lindau, Germany in August 2019.

Elevation of the critical role of  

women and youth as peacemakers

Religions for Peace affirms that all human 
 beings are equal in dignity and rights, and 

 recognizes that women and youth religious 

leaders are irreplaceable and co-equal part-

ners in peacebuilding. Women of faith have 

been involved in Religions for Peace since its 

earliest beginnings. At the first World Confer-
ence, held in Kyoto, Japan in 1970, a women’s 

caucus was formed and recognised by the 

 Religions for Peace governing body. The  Global 

Interfaith Youth Network (GIYN) of Religions 

for Peace harnesses the energy and commit-

ment of religious youth leaders to advance 

its mission of multi-religious cooperation for 

peace. By means of these diverse groups of 

young religious leaders, the GIYN mobilises 

youth to confront some of today’s most urgent 

global challenges.

Religions for Peace launched the first  Global 
Women of Faith Network in 2001 and the first 
GIYN in 2006. These networks bring together 

diverse women and youth of faith to promote 

their leadership, coordinate strategies, and 

pool resources and capabilities for cooperative 

action for peace.

Youth and women have served in  Religions 

for Peace governance structures from the 

 global level to the grassroots for three 

 decades. Dr Kezevino (Vinu) Aram, President 

of Shanti Ashram, India, who currently serves 

as Co-Moderator of Religions for Peace, has 
served in the Religions for Peace leadership 

since she was a youth delegate.

Dr Aram describes her experience: “As 

youth coordinator I have witnessed first-hand 
the unfolding of countless youth-led initiatives. 

They include many successful campaigns, 

such as Religions for Peace’s Arms Down! 

campaign, initiatives to overcome violence 

against women, creative collaboration to 

advance peace education and volunteering, 

multi-religious initiatives to protect the envi-

ronment, global efforts to  increase awareness 

on the UN’s historic Convention on the Rights 

of the Child (CRC), and many more. Active 

 engagement of young people has ensured that 

Religions for Peace remains  respectful of the 

leadership of the youth, as well as establish-

ing precious intergenerational dialogue about 

global  challenges.”

Religions for Peace is dedicated to amplify-

ing the voices and promoting the leadership 

of women and youth, not only because of the 

hard evidence suggesting the inclusion of 

women and youth in peacebuilding processes 

increases their sustainability, but also because 

Religions for Peace is committed to affirming 
the equality and dignity of women and youth 

in all programmes and at all levels.

10th World Assembly 2019 
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Assembly Preparatory  

Committee meetings

Religions for Peace’s Executive Committee 
(EC) constituted the Assembly Preparatory 
Committee (APC) in 2018 to begin the pro-

cess of preparation for the World Assembly. 

The APC consists of representatives from 

 Religions for Peace, the Foundation Peace 

Dialogue of the World Religions and Civil 

 Society, and representatives of the Division of 

Religion and Foreign Policy from the German 

Federal Foreign Office. The APC was responsi-
ble for developing the assembly programme, 

which was then implemented under the 

 supervision of the APC. 

Two APC meetings were held prior to the 

10th World Assembly, including a meeting in 

July 2018 in Berlin to review the theme and 
sub-themes and to draft the  assembly plan. 

The third APC meeting was held on 16–18 

 October, 2018 in Berlin to  solidify the assem-

bly plan, budget, and draft programme.

The APC met again in Lindau in April 2019 

to continue collaboration and planning for 

the 10th World Assembly. During this  meeting, 

the opening ceremony, plenary sessions, 

interactive workshops, women and youth 

pre- assemblies, the Track II sessions, and a 

 communications strategy were discussed, 

 further developed, and presented to the EC  
for its approval.

High Level Expert  

Committee meetings

The purpose of the High-Level Expert Com-

mittee (HLEC) is to obtain a consensus on 

the “crisis of order” and discern shared 

 elements of “positive peace”. Religions for 

Peace began soliciting recommendations for 

high-level  experts to join this committee. In 

addition,  Religions for Peace engaged in the 

2018  Positive Peace Conference, held on 5-6 

November at Stanford University, California, 

to connect with experts on this topic. The 

Positive Peace Conference brought together 

leading experts, policy-makers, members of 

the media, corporate leaders, and represent-

atives of fields such as conflict prevention and 
sustainable development. Information delib-

erated at these conferences and meetings 

with experts assisted in the development of 

the Positive Peace Commission Paper.

Commission papers

Religions for Peace engaged a number of 

world-renowned experts and exceptional con-

sultants to develop the 10th World Assembly 

commission papers on preventing and trans-

forming conflict, including war and terrorism; 
promoting just and harmonious societies; 

working for sustainable and integral human 

development; protecting the Earth; and 
 positive peace. The first four documents were 
drafted in 2018, and the paper on positive 

peace was completed in early 2019. These 

commission papers were used as resources 

to focus conversations and inspire mean-

ingful dialogue at the national and regional 

consultations, and stood as the foundational 

structure for deliberations shared and dis-

cussed by all delegates at the Religions for 

Peace 10th World Assembly.

Preparatory Meetings
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Advancing 
Shared 
Well-Being 

Advancing Shared Well-Being 
as a multi-religious vision of 
positive peace

 I n this commission we explored positive 

peace from two different vantage points. 

The first was the Religions for Peace concept 
of Shared Well-Being and Shared Moral Values 
among the world’s religions, and the second 

the Institute of Economics and Peace’s (IEP) 
8 Pillars of Positive Peace, derived from statis-

tics, empirical research, and analysis. The two 

concepts of positive peace are different, but 

also interrelated and complementary.

The overarching theme that emerged from 

the commission papers, consultations, and 

discussions was that religions have a vital role 

in the development of inner spiritual values 

that foster peace. This inner personal develop-

ment is fundamental if we are to achieve our 

goal of creating a world that is both at peace 

and characterised by positive peace. Our reli-

gious and spiritual traditions provide us with 

the guidance and teachings to transform our-

selves into more peaceful, humble, and loving 

human beings, and this process of personal 

transformation needs to occur in parallel with 

societal development and transformation. 

These personal values and the importance of 

this personal development must be seen as a 

vital aspect of the institutional and empirical 

conceptualisations of positive peace.

1. In light of this, we come to our first 
 recommendation: we recommend that 

the concept of Shared Well-Being as a multi- 
religious vision of positive peace be integrated 

into the positive peace framework.

Moreover, there was a significant  emphasis 
on education throughout the commission 

 papers and discussions among participants. 

The form of education needs not only to 

 impart knowledge and information, but also 

to take a more holistic and values-based 

 approach to the development of young people, 

which is  integral to the formation of peaceful 

 individuals, communities, and societies. A 

 balanced education of hearts and minds is  

essential for a holistic, inclusive, and equitable 

human development.

2. This brings us to our second rec-

ommendation: we recommend that 

 Religions for Peace national chapters work to 

advocate for the inclusion of peace  education 

into their curricula. We recommend that 

 Religions for Peace chapters collaborate with 

 organisations in their home countries to 

 support the  delivery of Education for Peace 
programmes into schools.

Commission I report: 
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Commission

At the commission sessions, each region 

gave an overview of their understanding of 

the role that religious communities can and 

should have to further positive peace in their 

 respective countries and regions. Dr  Vendley, 

Secretary General Emeritus, Religions for 
Peace then presented the concept of Shared 

Well-Being as a multi-religious vision of posi-
tive peace. He discussed the deeply important 

and vital role that religions play in the moral 

and ethical personal development of human 

beings and of the shared values among reli-

gions that contribute to positive peace. Steve 

Killelea, Founder and Executive Chairman of 
Integrated Research Ltd., The Charitable Foun-

dation, and the Institute for Economics and 
Peace (IEP), as well as Honorary President of 
Religions for Peace, presented an overview of 

the positive peace framework and the research 

undertaken by the IEP to help uncover what 
factors contribute to the creation and main-

tenance of peaceful societies. Positive peace 

refers not just to the absence of violence. It is 

described as the “attitudes, institutions, and 

structures which create and sustain  peaceful 

societies”. The pillars of  positive peace 

 therefore describe the “attitudes,  institutions, 

and structures that underpin peaceful socie-

ties”. Those pillars are:

Throughout the discussion, the participants 

reflected on their past peacebuilding projects 
and explored how their work aligns with the 

8 Pillars of Positive Peace and contributes to 

building peace in their respective societies. 

Attendees then broke into groups and brain-

stormed projects, applying the positive peace 

framework and drawing on varied ideas and 

experiences from other attendees. The  projects 

focused strongly on education projects, along 

with others on health and  community radio 

projects. This was a productive exercise and 

participants expressed interest in  continuing 

to learn more about the framework and 

 ascertaining the value that the approach could 

have to their activities. In light of this, we come 

to our third and fourth recommendations:

3. We recommend that Religions for 

Peace and the IEP work together to 
develop a customised version of the Positive 

Peace training course that takes into account 

the multi-religious context.

4. We recommend that Religions for 

Peace considers working with the  

IEP to implement Positive Peace workshop 
 training for their members as a capacity- 

building initiative, with the aim of introducing 

the approach to their projects.

1. Well-functioning government

2. Sound economic regulation

3. Equitable distribution

4. Assuring the rights of others

5. Good relations with neighbours

6. Free flow of information

7. High levels of human capital

8. Low levels of corruption

Advancing Shared Well-Being  
by preventing and transforming 
violent conflict 

Commission II report: 

 B uilding on the commission paper and reports from the regional consultations and the  Women 

and Youth Pre-Assembly, participants in Commission II began by identifying the shared 

 challenges faced by all faiths and regions in preventing and transforming violent conflicts. 
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Commission II found that: 

•  Religious actors often operate in the 

 interface between religion and politics, 

which has led to the abuse of religion for 

political and personal gain 

•  In many countries there are gaps 

in  domestic laws with regard to the 

 protection of the rights of minorities and 

of freedom of religion and belief, while 

international laws – especially human 

rights laws and laws regarding the rights 

of women – are often poorly implemented 

and enforced 

•  There is a widespread proliferation of 

hate speech, and lack of respect towards 

minority groups 

•  In some cases, religious leaders lack the 

confidence to speak out against social 
injustice in a strong and unified manner 

•  The geopolitical and economic interests of 

superpowers are inciting violent conflict in 
many regions throughout the world 

•  The threat of nuclear war is common to 

all regions, and the abolition of nuclear 

weapons is an essential element for world 

peace 

•  And for a variety of reasons, in many 

 contexts, there is a lack of engagement 

with young people

The following aims to address the  

above-mentioned challenges identified  
by Commission II: 

•  Development of interfaith educational 

material and training for religious leaders, 

especially the youth, to support them  

in becoming more skilled ambassadors  

for peace 

•  The need to equip religious leaders 

with skills for political engagement and 

 develop greater “political literacy” to 

prevent them becoming instrumentalised 

for personal or political gain

•  Recognising other faiths, embracing 

diversity, and building better relationships 

among other religious and non-religious 

groups 

•  Greater multi-religious cooperation 

for enhancing the role of women in 

 peacebuilding processes 

•  Greater self-awareness and critical 

reflection within faith groups about how 
language is used, and how they talk about 

other groups 

•  More concerted efforts to counter hate 
speech through traditional and social 

media 

The following existing religious assets that 

can be utilised to address the challenges 

were identified by Commission II: 

•  Traditions of peace and reconciliation, and 

common values and religious principles 

within different faiths 

•  Religious gatherings and celebrations, 

such as the Hajj, as opportunities to 

discuss challenges openly and promote 

peace 

•  Existing institutions, such as interreligious 
councils, should be replicated in other 

contexts 

•  Governmental bodies, such as the Ministry 
of Peace in Nigeria, could be replicated 

elsewhere 

•  Religious learning institutions, training 

courses, seminars, and fellowships 

Based on shared understanding of the 

 challenges in preventing and  transforming 

violent conflicts and the potential of 
 religious actors to address these  challenges, 

the recommendations of Commission II 

for the strategic aims and objectives of 

 Religions for Peace are: 

•  Establishing interfaith programmes and 
mechanisms in contexts where they do not 

currently exist 

•  Establishing multi-stakeholder councils 
convened by religious leaders, bringing 

together actors from areas such as law 

enforcement, health, business, education, 

and governance 

•  Providing comprehensive training and 

capacity-building for religious leaders  

on conflict prevention, transformation,  
and reconciliation 

•  Establishing partnerships with 
 international organizations from outside 

countries to support conflict resolution/
prevention 

•  Establishing early warning systems for 
conflict prevention, with special emphasis 
on violence against women and the role of 

women in preventing conflicts 

•  Supporting active religious communities 

that live in unity and peace despite their 

diverse religious orientations 

•  In cases where they do not exist or are 

weak, petition governments to develop 

laws on freedom of religious belief and 

practice; and where they do exist, to 

 enforce them 

•  Appoint Religions for Peace national 

 coordinators in each country to bring 

together religious communities
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The recommendations of  Commission II 

for Religions for Peace on concrete 

multi- religious action for preventing and 

 transforming conflict: 

•  Renewed commitment by religious leaders 

for action 

•  Joint advocacy initiatives on multi-religious 

and multi-stakeholder engagement 

•  Joint fundraising initiatives among 

 religious institutions and organisations 

•  More local and regional meetings by 
Religions for Peace, as conflicts are more 
and more localised, though with regional 

impact

•  Public acts of forgiveness 

The recommendations of Commission II for 

Religions for Peace for further resources: 

•  Media – working with institution-owned 
media outlets to counter hatred and to 

preach peace 

•  Social networks – utilising the network 

and the social influence of religious 
 leaders to suppress conflict 

•  Constructive government engagement – 

utilising the influence, credibility  
and access of religious leaders to 

 governments to appeal for peace and  

to become more actively involved in  

mediating conflicts 

•  Religious institutions – encouraging 

religious institutions to open up to people 

from different religious backgrounds to 

model and promote religious harmony 

•  Providing more safe spaces for interfaith 

engagement and action 

•  A mapping project by Religions for Peace 

to identify the needs in different  conflict 
contexts, utilising existing data and 

 resources such as the Global Peace Index 

•  Online portal that outlines the existing 

expertise available within the Religions for 

Peace networks, which can be called upon 

in times of crisis and conflict 

The recommendations of Commission II for 

Religions for Peace for further partnerships: 

•  The private sector and businesses 

•  International agencies and field offices of 
the UN, AU etc. 

•  Mapping of organisations with 
 conflict transformation expertise, and 
 disseminating this information throughout 

the Religions for Peace networks 

•  Partnering with civil society and human 

rights organisations  

Advancing Shared Well-Being by  
promoting just and harmonious societies

Commission III report: 

 T he preparatory commission report, 

 regional consultations, discussions by 

women’s and youth groups, and commission 

discussions during the assembly were  striking 

in their shared commitment to the vision of 

just, harmonious, and diverse communities 

and the rich assets that religious communi-

ties offer, notably through inter- and intra- 

religious action. Large challenges are involved 

in each call for action but, as is the case with 

the  Sustainable Development Goals, both 

problems and solutions are tightly linked. 

Two common threads are the impact of rap-

id political, economic, social, and religious 

change, and that of inequality, globally and 

within communities. Building positive societies 
with the spirit of the common good calls for 

determined action by religious communities 

at global, national, and local levels, including 

inclusive action where women and youth are 

integral to leadership.

In exploring challenges and action respons-

es, shared principles include the importance of 

dialogue in safe spaces; attention to building 

trust; a deep commitment to telling the truth, 

promoting justice, and searching for peace; 

and sincere commitment to inclusion and to 

hearing different voices, and thus the dignity 

of every person.

Each topic discussed as an integral part of 
the challenge of building just and harmonious 

societies needs response and action. Advancing 

good governance and religious involvement in 

fighting corruption is urgent and timely and 
highlights the need to work with wide-ranging 

partners, including governments. The forced 

migration crisis involves enormous suffering 

for those uprooted; as a disruptive force, it too 

often polarises communities, calling on voices 

of caring and respect to build on positive expe-

rience and common teachings. Violence in the 

streets and homes that often affects women 

and children most acutely calls for community 

awareness and action by religious bodies even 

when that means reflection on religious roles 
in stigma and discrimination. The shared ideal 

of religious freedom calls for understanding 

patterns of marginalisation of communities 

and contentious issues like proselytising, 

blasphemy, and linking human rights and reli-

gious freedom advocacy. A unifying theme can 

be education, at levels from early childhood 

to adult, focusing on shared civil values and 

a true appreciation of the social diversity vital 

for just and harmonious societies.

We propose the following responses to 

 Advancing Shared Well-Being by promoting 
just and harmonious societies:
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 1 Speaking up more forcefully and 

 taking action, as the Religions for 

Peace global movement, against corruption 

and for good governance

The common scourge of corruption demands 

more purposeful action by religious communi-

ties, as it undermines trust and saps resources 

and energies. Religions for Peace should build 

on the insights and experience of its networks 

to advocate for bold anti-corruption meas-

ures and highlight religious commitments to 

action – for example, through participation in 

the  International Anti-Corruption Conference. 

Action should also address the challenge of 

ensuring that religious communities, which 

themselves can be affected by corruption, are 

committed to transparent action and  keeping 

their own houses in order. Religious  leaders 

have an urgent responsibility to see that 

 happen. They can then with integrity use their 

teaching on honesty and the common good 

to call upon political leaders for openness in 

the use of public resources and accountability, 

as part of global coalitions. Sharing practical  

experience is a good way to start, as is sharing 

resources within the network.

2. Acting on the migration crises

Today more than 70 million people are 

refugees or forcibly displaced people, and every 

two seconds a person is forced to leave their 

home. Regardless of the root causes (which 

include conflict, oppression, climate change, 
and poverty), great suffering is involved – first 
and foremost for the refugees themselves. Far 

too many countries are closing their  borders, 

neglecting cries from the people in need. 

Many religious communities show the way in 
welcoming refugees, in spiritual and practical 

ways. All regions are affected, and as Religions 

for Peace has taken action in many situations, 

there is rich experience to share. All religious 

traditions have stories of welcoming the other, 

welcoming the stranger.

Religions for Peace, as an institution, 

should make the global forced migration 

 crisis a priority for action in strategy and in 

daily plans. They should start with an urgent 

effort to share practical experience in address-

ing both the needs of forced migrants and 

 advocacy and policy responses from different 

world regions.

 3. Focus on education

Education is a common thread  linking 
the work of all commissions, and quality, 

 inclusive, and creative educational approaches 

must be the vital centre of future-orientated 

efforts to build just and harmonious societies. 

At a fundamental level, the changes we seek 

come about through education. The many  

assets of religious communities provide a 

solid foundation for new and bold action by 

 Religions for Peace. Specific experience linked 
to inter- and intra-faith action includes impor-

tant peace education work in different regions. 

These should be expanded, with experience 

shared among regions. The efforts should  

focus on effective programmes that bring 

 different communities together. There must be 

a sharp focus on enhancing religious  literacy, 

meaning knowledge about different tradi-

tions among both religious communities and 

non-religious actors. Teaching about religion 

should highlight practical ethical principles 

and human understandings that followers can 

recognise and relate to.

Religion for Peace should also expand 

 specific peace education work to engage with 
broader education systems to address specific 
issues (exclusion of girls from schools, biased 

textbooks and teaching approaches,  exclusion 

of vulnerable groups, and adult education, for 

example) that involve both policy and  practice. 

Good examples and practices from each 

 region, about how to work with the educa-

tion system, both public and religious, should  

be shared.

Commission IV report:  

Advancing Shared Well-Being 
by fostering sustainable and 
integral human development 
Observations 

Adopted by 193 UN member states in 2015, 

the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

constitute a set of objects for the integrated 

fulfilment of economic rights, social justice, 
and environmental sustainability. Many shared 
spiritual and religious values can be identified 
in the 17 SDGs, which, broadly speaking, out-

line the social, economic, and environmental 

conditions necessary for positive peace and 

sustainable and integral human development. 

As such, religious communities can under-

stand the SDGs as a gift, as they provide the 

technical vision of flourishing towards which 
spiritual values and religious resources can be 

applied. Given our shared religious  concerns 

for distributive justice and human dignity,  

we should do our utmost to support their 

achievement. 

Religious and multi-religious engagement 

should be an integral aspect of all forms of 

economic, social, and environmental devel-

opment, and thus a primary component of 

fulfilling the SDGs. Most faith-based organi-
sations and religious communities have the 

experience, institutional infrastructure, and 

other resources required for direct service 

provision and other SDG-related work. Impor-

tantly, however, the complementary work of 

religious communities cannot supplant the 
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role of governments, which have material 

and political assets at a scale unavailable to 

most religious groups. 

Religions for Peace delegates noted special 

concern for the following goals: 

SDG 1. Poverty 

SDG 2. Hunger 

SDG 3. Good Health and Well-being 

SDG 4. Quality Education 

SDG 5. Gender Equality 

SDG 10. Reduced Inequalities 

SDG 13. Climate Action 

Opportunities 

First, religious communities have social, 

 material, and institutional infrastructure that 

can be leveraged for the wide dissemination 

of the SDGs at local, national, and regional 

 levels. Global awareness is critical for achiev-

ing the goals, and religious leaders can use 

the SDGs to help congregants and  community 

members better understand their rights- 

protected human dignity. 

Our diverse traditions ground our  common 

concern and compassion for the margin-

alised and vulnerable, and provide us with 

a diverse set of spiritual and ethical tools 

to motivate  action on the SDGs. Religious 

groups should incorporate the SDGs into their 

 global education networks. Whether in pri-

mary schools, universities, or seminaries and 

their equivalents, the SDGs (including peace 

 education programmes) should be embedded 

into curricula to inform laypeople and equip 

 leaders to leverage their pastoral capacities 

towards achieving the SDGs. Leaders should 

the council could organise the dissemination 

of SDG awareness, alignment guidelines, and 

best practices for monitoring and evaluation, 

all at the congregational or communal level. 

The council could also develop interreligious 

platforms on specific SDGs to promote train-

ing processes on common issues. Finally, a key 

activity of this council would involve strength-

ening formal partnerships with  governments 

and international donor agencies for 

 improving direct service provision,  especially 

for health care services. This would enable  

regional coordination between aid groups and 

multi-country religious denominations and 

other networks. 

2. Sacred time and the state  

of our planet 

Many religious traditions have some 
 understanding of the sacred nature of time. 

 Religions for Peace should develop a  project 

and resources that draw on the concept of 

 sacred time across religious traditions to 

 emphasise the urgency of the global  crisis and 

the timely action that is needed on climate 

change and other challenges to sustainable 

and  integral human development. This  project 

would include parish-level advocacy of the 

SDGs, in addition to the effective lobbying of 

political and business leaders at the national 

levels. 

3. Strategic and ethical investments  

to promote the SDGs 

Many religious groups and  denominations 
maintain large financial endowments, which 
often  include pension funds. Religions for 

Peace leaders should advocate that their 

 respective asset managers align pension funds 

and  other  assets with the 2030 agenda, all 

 according to the ethical values of their respec-

tive religious traditions. Fossil fuel divestment 

should be prioritised. Guidelines could also be 

set for allocating tithes and congregational 

“giving” towards SDG-related causes (“SDG 

investment”). 

be  enabled to contextualise the SDGs and 

make them  relevant vis-à-vis our respective 

sacred texts and religious traditions. Within 

our own  religious and extended communities, 

the SDG indicators should be used to assess 

progress on important areas of development, 

such as education, healthcare, inequality, or 

employment. Religious actors can use these 

 measures to hold governments and authori-

ties to  account. 

Religious communities should advocate 

that governments spend less on the military 

(among other things) and more on  sustainable 

and integral human development, both inter-

nationally and domestically. Indeed, the SDG 

financing gap means paying special attention 
to interpreting and communicating goals in a 

way that makes them resonate with audiences 

in the developed world. Religious  communities 

should also encourage local and national 

 governments to refer to the SDGs in their 

planning and policies. 

Lastly, religious communities should take 

the opportunity to continue to convene key 

stakeholder groups needed to realise the 

SDGs, following in the success of the Ethics in 
Action initiative. 

Action Proposals 

1. Interreligious sustainable and  integral 

human development council 

Religions for Peace should assist in the 

 creation of an interreligious global body to 

coordinate education, advocacy, and action 

on the SDGs by religious leaders and within 

religious communities. At the national level, Ph
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Commission V report: 

Advancing Shared Well-Being  
by protecting the Earth

Individual level

Commitment to reducing meat and water 

 consumption, energy use, carbon- intensive 

modes of transport, recycling, planting, 

etc. We need to focus on the importance of 

 establishing eco-spiritual values and  practices 

for ourselves, act as examples to others as  

religious representatives, and listen to our  

Indigenous forebears, women, and youth. 

 Ongoing ommitment to listening with  humility 

and reverence to their wisdom and input will 

help and heal us all.

Community level

This is done by coming together to green our 

places of meditation, prayer, and  worship, 

and educating participants. An example: 

 local  religious institutions learning to honour 

 water sources with our friends and  community 

 leaders, using 100% renewable energy, etc. 

Communities must collaborate with all mem-

bers of faith and secular groups in these local 

processes, especially supporting marginalised 

groups and coming to the aid of communities 

in biodiverse centres under extreme threat.

Systemic level

Having religious leaders and organisations 

come together to advocate for strong environ-

mental policies, and for religious groups to join 

coalitions and mobilisations with civil  society 

allies, addresses the political and economic 

spheres at the necessary level of engagement.

Action on all these three levels is  absolutely 

 necessary. 

We encourage everyone to study the 

commission paper, the reports from the 

women and youth pre-assemblies, and the  

official commission report we are submitting 
to understand ways you can assist in change 

on all of these crucial levels.

These suggestions, action plans and  

individual commitments span various fields. 
Religions for Peace is asked to consider struc-

turing and implementing decisions/policies 

based on these motions and suggestions  using 

an outline with the field topics listed below.
Individual, community, commercial, agro- 

industrial, and high-tech industry were all 

identified as key stakeholders. Each of these 
key role players needs to understand the  

concrete actions required for the rehabilitation 

of Mother Earth. This responsibility requires 
prevention, education, legislation, and sensiti-

sation to be effective.

Individual action solutions 

 proposed to Religions for Peace:

•    Ask individuals to set a measurable goal 

of reducing water usage by 25%, and to 

consider fasting once every two weeks, only 

drinking water on this day.

•    When people do their spring cleaning, there 

is plenty that can be donated or  given 

away instead of thrown out. Owning less 

and borrowing more can decrease the use 

of  resources – for example we can borrow 

books instead of buying. Make circles of 
friends that can share resources instead of 

everyone having to buy things individually.

•    Ask individuals to make the effort to put 

waste in five bins for recycling instead of 
one rubbish bin. 

•    The concept of living and expressing 

 Ahimsa (nonviolence) as well as balancing 

one’s own wishes and desires is crucial. In 

 addition, respecting other opinions is very 

important for co-existence. 

•    Walk and use bicycles for local transport 

 instead of cars wherever possible.

•    Develop ritual and spiritual  practices to 

 enable people of faith to listen more c  losely 

to the voice of nature and the teachings 

and wisdom of Indigenous Peoples.

Community action solutions 

(to be encouraged and shared 

by Religions for Peace):

•    Religious communities need to come up 

with ethical, moral guidance on this issue.

•    Places of worship need to commit to carbon 

neutrality so that they are not contribut-

ing to emissions. Transportation needs to 

be electric or use biofuel. Forest manage-

ment is necessary for absorbing carbon. We 

need to consider more vegetarian practices 

and convert to green electricity/energy. If 

 religious communities comply, they can get 

green diplomas.

•    Reduce flying when possible. If in future we 
need to fly to events such as the 10th World 

Assembly, we have to contribute to a fund 

for offsetting carbon emissions.

•    Religious communities should enlist the 

help of youth in service projects (such as 

the tree-planting project proposed below).

Institution action solutions  

proposed to Religions for Peace:

•    Promote green concepts and share educa-

tion about plant-based eating.

•    The University of Sustainability and Social 

Justice brought forward three challenges to 

Religions for Peace:

 1.  To have climate be a key issue at 

the next Religions for Peace World 

Assembly.

 T he level of urgency to address threats to the Earth is very real and inescapable. To effect 
change on the necessary level, there are three levels of change and engagement that need 

to be immediately addressed.

These levels of change and engagement are the individual, community/local institutions, and 

systemic. Examples of action on all three levels are given in the full report.



Caring for Our Common Future • 10+1 • 6362 • 10+1 • 10th World Assembly 2019

 2.  To ask all faiths to address, pray 

for, and take action on climate 

change in every religious service.

 3.  Thirty per cent of greenhouse 

 gases are caused by the meat 

 industry. Encourage people of faith 
to move to a plant-based diet with 

meat as a delicacy only occasionly, 

if at all.

•    Provide a radical and urgent response to 

massive species loss.

•    Work with governments to implement 

 sustainable policies.

•    Put pressure on governments and 

 unions to create new laws, such as those 

 implemented in Finland that legislated 

that, by the end of 2019, plastic bags will no 

longer be in use and all households must 

have recycling bins. Companies have to  

indicate on their products how they can  

be  recycled. Recycling needs to be availa-

ble on every  public street. All public events 

should be  plastic-free. Higher taxes to be 

placed on all single-use products.

•    Many youth do not want to engage in 
 spirituality in a temple/mosque, but  instead 

want to give their time in service. Religions 

for Peace should help with service-led pro-

jects. In honour of the 150th anniversary 

of Gandhi, 150 trees are being planted in 

London, with a call for peace gardens to be 

planted all around the world in a proposed 

project called Planting for Peace.

•    Foster cross-border collaboration for 

 solidarity on the environment by religious 

groups.

•    Put equal emphasis on climate change and 

biodiversity as important to the survival of 

the earth. Keeping the climate from rising 

more than 1.5 degrees Celsius is critical.

•    Use its influence at the UN to motion for 
a council for the protection and survival 

of environment and biodiversity.  Clearer 

guidelines and policies are needed for 

 environmental engineering.

•    Share carbon-neutral programmes/educa-

tion with places of worship.

•    Encourage religious and spiritual insti-
tutions to align their investments with 

their values, shifting out of fossil fuel and 

 extractive industry investments into clean 

technologies and climate solutions.

•    Provide religious groups with alternatives 

to unsustainable practices. Don’t just tell 

them not to do something, tell them what 

to do.

•    Develop educational materials to help 

 religious groups teach and pass on environ-

mentally friendly values – respect, modera-

tion, stewardship.

•    NGOs, faith communities, and environmen-

tal organisations in Scotland work together 

and have now gained positive influence to 
pressure the government. As a result, the 

government has committed to the goal of 

zero carbon emissions by 2045. It is among 

the first countries to make such a commit-
ment. Scotland has a unique opportunity 

when hosting COP 26 in November 2020 

to use this effective coalition to  encourage 

governments to make strong climate 

 targets. Religions for Peace can use this 

as an example as it considers how to form 

strong coalitions worldwide.

•    Forest fires are a huge problem worldwide 
(8.8 million acres were burned in 2018). 

 Religions for Peace is asked to help with 

implementation of existing technologies to 

prevent/combat forest fires worldwide.
•    We need to be supported by media and 

communication networks and have tech-

nology to achieve effective climate action.

•    We cannot miss the experience and input 

of Indigenous Peoples. It is essential that 

Religions for Peace consider the following 

Indigenous knowledge and input, honour 

Indigenous Peoples for sharing it, and then 

share and spread it themselves:

 1.  We have forgotten where the water 

comes from. Groups need to find 
the source and give thanks at least 

four times a year. Request congre-

gations go to the places where the 

water comes from and give thanks 

to this source of life.

 2.  Invite people to go embrace trees 

together to connect with the trees 

and learn how to care for them.

 3.  Help build awareness of the 17 

centres of major biodiversity, 

then plant trees in those places to 

show that religious  communities 

are happy to rebuild and  reforest 

those countries. Preserving the 

 biodiversity of these places is cru-

cial to continuing life on the planet. 

After 20 years, we can then begin 

providing reforestation planting 

in other countries. The Mayan 
 calendar has 20 days, each repre-

senting a different thing, such as 

trees, water, etc.

 4.  Introduce Indigenous  practices 

for preserving seeds to the 

 mainstream. In countries with  

Indigenous People, they must be 

consulted and collaborated with 

on preserving seeds, how to work 

with the phases of the moon, when 

to plant, etc. Community elders 

are the keepers of this knowledge.

Systemic actions

•    Advocacy by religious groups in support of 

strong climate change policies, and strong 

policies to prevent deforestation.

•    Participation by religious and spiritual 

groups in multi-sector coalitions, cam-

paigns, and mobilisations to address 

 climate and environmental concerns.

•    Oppose efforts to promote the increased 

use of nuclear energy.

•    Press to reform the UN system so that it 

prioritizes environmental concerns to a far 

greater degree.

•    Support the Interfaith Rainforest Initiative, 

which is advocating for the protection of 

rainforests globally, with a focus in Brazil, 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Peru, 

Colombia, and Indonesia.

•    Recognising the difficulty of this, and that 
different approaches are relevant in differ-

ent locations, increase the religious com-

munity’s level of political engagement.
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Closing remarks by  

rapporteurs/moderator

•    Religious communities need to recognise 

and articulate their vision for the future. 

The vision is fundamental, and creating a 

worldview will help find a sustainable way 
forward in our faith communities.

•    Religious groups on their own are not 

 powerful enough to make lasting change. 

We have to enter partnerships so that we 

can make an impact at the level that is 

needed. Local projects are good, but they 

are not enough. Strategic collaboration is 

essential.

•    We all need to be part of a movement that 

transforms the world, to think and act in 

this global vision and scope of ambition, 

as well as to share best practices with  

one another.

•    Individual and collective action and shared 

ethical values will provide the solutions to 

the climate and ethical crises we are facing, 

which require great responsibility.

•    A minimum standard of ethical values and 

moderate practices must be committed to.

Regional reports

North America

Religious leaders must lead by example, 

 provide shelters, and the moral/spiritual 

 responsibility of promoting sustainable prac-

tices. Focus on Indigenous approach of talking 

about the earth as our “Mother Earth”, our 
source of life, and developing a relationship 

with her. Very linked to women and the impor-

tance of the feminine role in the protection of 

the environment. We as people of faith need 

to give people hope. Appreciation of the Pope 

for acknowledging the contribution that Indig-

enous People have to make in this process.

Asian/Pacific

Global change is really affecting this region. 

Typhoons in Japan have become bigger and 

more frequent, such as the recent typhoon 

that was the biggest in 140 years and  resulted 

in much destruction and many fatalities. More 
than 300 religious institutions came with 

aid and gave shelter, etc. This issue needs to 

be tackled now. “Know when is enough” – 

 appreciate what we have and only take what 

is truly needed.

Europe

People often feel fear and hopelessness. 

 Religions have teachings and it is their respon-

sibility to spread hope and encourage change 

and religious values linked to activities. Work-

ing with youth is particularly powerful, as is 

religious leaders showing action such as plant-

ing trees, and limiting meat consumption in 

a positive way could be effective. Be careful 
not to feed into populism and extremism. 

Regulation by government, and lobbying and 

working together with other organisations, is 

also imperative. Lobby governments to  invest 

more and contribute more to sustainable 

 energy and other sustainable living. Showcase 

good practice. Religions for Peace is asked to 

 consider using language that shows urgency 

and to provide guidance on how to do this.

Latin America and the  Caribbean

The root cause of the environmental problem 

is that we have broken the critical relationship 

with each other and with nature. The Indige-

nous Peoples are critical. Poverty, inequality, 

and consumerism cause these problems and 

they need to be healed to restore.
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Women’s Pre-Assembly

Youth Pre-Assembly

 O n the day before the main assembly, 

about 250 women of faith  representing 

the world’s religious traditions gathered  

together for the Religions for Peace Women’s 

Pre-Assembly. This event provided a crucial 

platform for reflection, discussion, and mobi-
lisation regarding the role of religious women 

in multi-religious cooperation.

The Women’s Pre-Assembly provided an 

opportunity to strengthen the global women 

of faith network by offering practical support 

in organising women’s networks, equipping 

 Y oung people are an essential  component 

of the Religions for Peace network, and 

they bring energy, ingenuity, and  innovation 

to the entire movement. Therefore, on the day 

before the main assembly, about a  hundred 

young leaders of faith from six regional net-

works gathered at the Religions for Peace 

Youth Pre-Assembly.

The pre-assembly presented an  opportunity 

for these young leaders, representing the 

world’s religious traditions, to consider the 

them for action, and mainstreaming women 

into the leadership of interreligious bodies. 

Well-known women leaders from religion,  

government, international organisations, and 

civil society took part in a series of  discussions, 

the outcome of which was shared at the  

main assembly.

Delegates of the Women’s  Pre-Assembly 

also nominated the new members of the 

 International Women’s Coordinating Commit-

tee, the body that guides Religions for Peace’s 

Women of Faith networks.

unique role of youth in overcoming global 

challenges and to develop a plan for youth-led, 

multi-religious action for shared well- being 

in their respective regions and beyond. The 

Youth Pre-Assembly, through its cross- cultural 

and multi-religious working sessions,  enabled 

young leaders from different religions to  

exchange ideas and further strengthen their 

networks. The youth also nominated the 

new members of their leadership body – the  

International Youth Committee.
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The 10th World  
Assembly of  
Religions for Peace 

 T he 10th World Assembly Religions for 

Peace, in partnership with Ring for Peace 

and generously supported by the  German 

 Federal Foreign Office and Bavarian State 
Ministry, formally convened on 20–23  August 
2019 in Lindau, Germany. The opening 

 address was delivered by the German Federal 

President, H.E. Frank-Walter Steinmeier. The 
assembly convened under the theme, Caring 

for Our Common Future: Advancing Shared 

Well-Being, and promoted the sub-themes 
of Advancing Shared Well-Being as a Multi- 
Religious Vision of Positive Peace, Preventing 

and Transforming Violent Conflict, Promoting 
Just and Harmonious Societies, Fostering Sus-

tainable and Integral Human Development, 

and Protecting the Earth.
During the festive opening ceremony, 

co-moderators of the Religions for Peace 

World Council greeted assembly delegates 

and participants. Among the Religions for 

Peace co-moderators were Rev. K sh   Niwano, 

 President-Designate, Rissh  K sei-Kai; H.E. 
John Cardinal Onaiyekan, Archbishop  Emeritus 
of Abuja, Archdiocese of Abuja; Dr Vinu Aram, 

President, Shanti Ashram; and H.E. Shaykh 
 Abdallah Bin Bayyah, President, Forum for 
Promoting Peace in Muslim Societies.

Rev. K sh  Niwano recalled childhood 

 conversations with her grandfather, during 

which he would acknowledge the immense 

challenges of the world but ensure her that  

religious people were working together to 

overcome these challenges. (Rev. Niwano’s late 

grandfather, Nikky  Niwano, founded  Rissh  

K sei Kai.) She ended by referring to herself as 

a “granddaughter of Religions for Peace”.

H.E. John Cardinal Onaiyekan called upon 
all to advance Shared Well-Being, a new  notion 
among religious leaders and Religions for 

Peace. He noted that our common  humanity 

rests on our ability to see ourselves in others, 

and challenged all people to change their 

mindset concerning true strength and power, 

 stating, “Even today, are we not still meas-

uring the greatness of nations by military 

prowess, which often translates into economic 

domination and exploitation of others?”

The audience enjoyed a video collage 

 showcasing the work of Religions for Peace 

work to create “open space” for dialogue in 

Myanmar, empowering women leaders in 
Liberia, and partnering with religious and 

 Indigenous communities to protect rainforests 

thorough the Interfaith Rainforest Initiative.

Additional keynote speakers included  

H.A.H. Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, 
Archbishop and Ecumenical Patriarch of Con-

stantinople; H.E. Shaykh Abdallah Bin Bayyah, 
President, Forum for Promoting Peace in 

Muslim Societies, UAE and Co-moderator, 
 Religions for Peace; and Dr William F. Vendley, 

former Secretary General, Religions for Peace.

H.A.H. Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 

stated, “We need each other. We cannot 

face current challenges alone. This is why 

Religions for Peace is so crucial. Because it 

presents a unique opportunity to bring all 

groups together ... Existence is coexistence. 

Being is Shared Well-Being.”

H.E. Shaykh Abdallah Bin Bayyah noted 
that, “The destinies of nations are intertwined 

with one another: there is no future for some 

of us if we do not care for the future of all. Such 

is the nature of the age in which we live. All of 

humankind is on one ship.”

Dr William F. Vendley began his address by 

noting the burdens of the human family that 

those in the audience had surely witnessed: the 

blood of war, the crushing weight of  poverty, 

the global migration crisis. However, he called 

upon assembly delegates and all people of 

goodwill to advance what Religions for Peace 

has termed Shared Well-Being. To clarify this 

call, he said, “At root, we are relational ... As 

radically relational, our well-being is intrinsi-

cally ‘shared’. [In responses to the challenges 
of our world] our religions add their founda-

tional concern for the cultivation of virtues. 

The cultivation of virtue tackles the ignorance, 

egoism, and group egoism that tear the  fabric 

of authentic community. Societies are good 

to the degree that they honour and support 

each member’s efforts to unfold their rights- 

protected human dignity.”

The ceremony concluded with Dr Vinu Aram 

leading a Pledge of Commitment According 

to One’s Own Faith. All delegates stood up 

to recite their commitment to multi-religious 

action and respect for all religious differences.

A special session on the MENA Women as 
Peacemakers was held on the second day 

and moderated by Rev. Bishop Petra Bosse- 
Huber, Bishop for Ecumenical Relations and 

Ms Linnet Ng‘ayu & Dr Renz C Argao, Masters of  
Ceremony during the 10th World Assembly
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 Ministries Abroad, Evangelical Church in 
Germany and former Co-president, Religions 

for Peace. The aim of the special session was 

to elevate the role of women of faith in conflict 
resolution and peacebuilding and to enable an 

exchange of ideas, thoughts, and experiences.

The four speakers of this session were 

lauded for sharing vivid examples of their out-

standing work for peace in extremely difficult 
circumstances throughout the MENA  region 
and their commitment to multi- religious 

 cooperation, as well as for making visible the 

strength and resilience of women of faith.

During the assembly, through plenary 

sessions and commissions, participants dis-

cussed and reaffirmed Religions for Peace’s 
commitment to common action for advancing 

the theme of the assembly and each of its sub-

themes, and to developing concrete follow-up 

actions with partner organisations.

Participants also had the opportunity to 

 engage in Equipping for Action,  showcasing 
and inspiring others with the work they 

are doing in their respective countries and 

 communities by means of a Global Gallery, 

workshops and Lightning Talks.

The Commission Papers, topics discussed, 

and commitments made during the 10th World 

Assembly laid the foundation for a follow-up 

meeting in New York in December 2019, and 

the Strategic Plan described on page 88 of  

this book.

The assembly was an intense time of 

 multi-religious action. Religious leaders 

 coming from zones of conflict engaged in 
 conflict  mediation and peacebuilding ses-

sions that included  selected key stakeholders. 

The 10th World Assembly Track II diplomacy 

sessions, multi-day intensive private consul-

tations, brought together diverse parties for 

positive reconciliation from Myanmar and 
Bangladesh, North and South Korea, the 
 Central African Republic, South Sudan, and 

the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

Delegates and guests also took part in a 

multi-religious procession and spiritual cere-

mony at the Ring for Peace, a 7.5-meter-high 

wooden sculpture that will be a permanent 

symbol of peace among religions in Lindau. In 

his address at the Ring for Peace Ceremony, 

H.E. Miguel Ángel Moratinos, United Nations 
High Representative for the Alliance of Civiliza-

tions, emphasised that the global preservation 

and protection of religious sites is crucial to 

overcome targeted attacks that wound peace-

ful and fruitful cooperation among the world’s 

religious communities.

A new leadership

Amidst continued calls for greater female 

 visibility, Prof. Azza Karam was joyously  

affirmed by acclamation as the new  Secretary 
General of Religions for Peace during the 

 assembly. She became the first women and 
the first Muslim to lead Religions for Peace, 
succeeding Dr William F. Vendley, who  served 

Religions for Peace as Secretary General for 

27 years. Before joining Religions for Peace, 
Prof. Karam served as a Senior Advisor on 

 Culture at the United Nations Population 

Fund and as Coordinator/Chair of the United 

 Nations Inter-Agency Task Force on Religion 

and Development, as well as being a founder 

of the Multi Faith Advisory Council of the UN.
On the final day of the assembly, Religions 

for Peace officially adopted the Declaration  
of the 10th World Assembly, which calls for 

fostering public acts of forgiveness and rec-

onciliation and working for the well-being of 

all by developing programmes of accompani-

ment, among many other strategic plans for 

 multi-religious action.

The Religions for Peace and Ring for 

Peace media and communications teams 

worked closely together before, during, and 

after the 10th World Assembly in order to 

secure  media coverage. The German pub-

lic relations firm  better nau was contracted 
by Ring for Peace to support identifying and 

pitching news  stories to relevant national 

 (Germany),  regional  (Europe), and global me-

dia.  Religions for Peace also secured a contract 

with  Religions News Foundation, the owners 

of  Religion News Service, which describes  

itself as a  network of “correspondents around 

the world ... provid[ing] news on religion and 

its  intersections with political and cultural 

 issues. Our stories are distributed to the [Unit-

ed States’] leading newspapers, news maga-

zines, online media outlets, broadcasting firms 
and religious publications.”

Both teams worked to contact and pitch 
to over 800 journalists globally, and 125 

 accredited journalists provided coverage and/

or attended the 10th World Assembly in Lindau. 

A total of 3,058 news articles were published 

via print, digital, radio, and television  media 

outlets. It is estimated that these articles 

reached approximately 739 million individuals 

worldwide.

On social media, one of the assembly 

 hashtags, #Religions4Peace, was trending 

internationally on 20 August 2019, the first 
day of the assembly. The Opening Ceremony 

and the Ring for Peace Ceremony received the 

highest rates of social media engagement. The 

Religions for Peace Twitter account had over 

141,000 impressions during the assembly 

 period, while Facebook posts directly engaged 

more than 10,000 individuals.

Boat ride with dinner aboard the MS Sonnenkönigin
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Problem being addressed

 T here is an urgent and profound need for 

reconciliation in communities in conflict 
or coming out of conflict. Experience shows 
that conflict settlements and peace accords 
tend to be short-lived, and that  conflicts 
 resume in the absence of reconciliation, which 

includes addressing deep wounds,  injustices, 

distrust, fear, and hatred. Without reconcil-

iation, disturbed memories lurk under the 

 surface and are not brought out into the open 

to be  slowly healed. In conflict situations, 
 urgent efforts to end the physical violence very 

often do not address the important process 

of reconciliation, which needs to be advanced 

through truth-telling, accepting responsibility, 

 embracing repentance, and transacting forms 

Action Points adopted during the 10th World Assembly

During the plenary sessions, more than a thousand religious representatives from over 125 

countries adopted the four Action Points that were shared before the assembly. These lay the 

foundation for the ultimate goal of common action, and thus provided the groundwork for 

the meeting on Multi-religious and Multi-stakeholder Partnership for Peace and Development, 
which took place in December 2019 (see page 86) with a solid, agreed-upon strategic impulse.

Action Point on the Peace 
Charter for Forgiveness and 
Reconciliation

PLENARY I: Advancing Shared Well-Being as Multi-Religious Vision of Positive Peace

of affiliated multi-religious bodies for the 
 important work of reconciliation through 

raising awareness, deepening understanding, 

and increasing reflection on the crucial role of 
forgiveness and reconciliation in sustainable 

positive peace-building. The Peace Charter is 

a tool that can lovingly inspire, educate, and 

provide guidance in processes of forgiveness, 

reconciliation, and peace building among per-

sons, communities of all types, and  nations. 

Importantly, it can also be a resource for 

healing painful historical memories within 

religions’ various histories. It will also make 

a vital contribution to value-led peace educa-

tion in formal and informal settings, thereby 

strengthening ever more the foundation for 

more just and peaceful persons, communities, 

and nations.

Religions for Peace and the 

Peace Charter for  Forgiveness 

and Reconciliation

Religions for Peace is deeply seized by the 

 agony and suffering of people in the midst 

or aftermath of violent conflicts, and it is 
convinced that forgiveness and reconciliation 

are profoundly needed and must be integrated 

into efforts to build sustainable positive peace.

In 2014, Bhai Sahib Mohinder Singh 
 Ahluwalia, Co-president of Religions for Peace, 

invited Dr William F. Vendley, former Secre-

tary General of Religions for Peace, to join 

him as a Co-convenor of the Peace Charter 

for Forgiveness and Reconciliation. Dr Vendley 

co-convened the Charter’s Editorial Panel in 
2016, ensuring the strong and foundational 

contributions of Religions for Peace leaders. A 

formal presentation of the Peace Charter was 

made by Bhai Sahib (via video conference) to 
the Religions for Peace International Execu-

tive Committee and International Trustees 

meeting on 20 October 2016 in Abuja, Nigeria.  

Advancing the Peace Charter remains part of 

the current five-year Religions for Peace Inter-
national Strategic Plan. 

Call for action

Being deeply moved by the great suffering 
borne by persons, communities, and nations 

in countless lamentable violent conflicts and 
their unhealed aftermaths;

Being firmly convinced that reconciliation 
is essential to the resolution of these conflicts 
and that religions have unique resources for 

achieving the needed reconciliation; and

Being committed to advancing reconcili-
ation as a vital dimension of positive peace 

within persons and among communities and 

nations;

We place before the assembly the following 

motion:

of restitution. This absence of reconciliation 

compromises peace settlements and thwarts 

true positive peace. Religions for Peace has  

repeatedly experienced the absence of rec-

onciliation among people and communi-

ties struggling to come out of situations of 

 destructive violence and oppression. In these 

situations, Religions for Peace has long recog-

nised that a deeper process of forgiveness and 

reconciliation is needed to achieve positive 

peace. Moreover, Religions for Peace knows 
well that religions have profound and unique 

resources that can – if mobilised and creatively 

adapted – contribute to reconciliation.

Adopting the Peace Charter will help to 

equip the Religions for Peace global  family 

That the Religions  

for Peace World  

Assembly adopt The 

Peace Charter for  

Forgiveness and  

Reconciliation.
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Action Point on disarmament 
and the elimination of nuclear 
weapons

PLENARY II: Advancing Shared Well-Being by Preventing and Transforming Violent Conflicts

Problem being addressed

 N uclear weapons threaten the very survival 

of humanity and our entire living planet, 

and according to the UN, the risk of their use is 

at its highest since the end of the Second World 

War. Any use – whether intentional, including by 

miscalculation, or accidental – would cause cat-

astrophic, widespread, and persistent human- 

itarian and environmental consequences 

that transcend national boundaries and span 

 generations. These immoral, unethical, and  

illegitimate weapons go against the basic 

tenets of all the world’s major religions, and 

communities of faith have historically played a 

large role in the push for their abolition.

On 7 July 2017, 122 nations adopted the 

Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons 

(TPNW) – the first multilateral, legally binding 
instrument to comprehensively and categori-

cally prohibit nuclear weapons. To date, it has 

been signed by 70 nations and 23 have ratified 
it. The treaty will enter into force once 50 gov-

ernments have ratified it or acceded to it. In  
addition to achieving the legal prohibition of 

nuclear weapons, the TPNW is also changing 

the norm and creating a stigma against them. 

For this achievement, the International Cam-

paign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN) was 

awarded the 2017 Nobel Peace Prize.

Religions for Peace and the  

elimination of nuclear weapons

Religions for Peace, from its origin to the 

 present day, has upheld a constant and res-

olute commitment to the total elimination 

of nuclear weapons. Religions for Peace is an 

 intrinsic partner of ICAN and works side by 

side with it in this endeavour. The support of 

the TPNW by faith communities around the 

world has been instrumental in achieving the 

treaty and will be key to its ratification and 
adoption as a new global norm.

Call for action

Deeply concerned by the resumption of the 

nuclear arms race and the breaking down of 

arms control agreements; 

Challenged by the need to secure the  

support of every nation to ensure the total 

eradication of these weapons – before they 

eliminate us;

Appreciating the historic and ongoing  

commitment of Religions for Peace to the total 

elimination of nuclear weapons;

We place before the assembly the following 

motion:

That the Religions for Peace World Assem-

bly commits as a full partner to support the 

International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear 

Weapons, and that Religions for Peace’s com-

mitment includes:

1. Stigmatising nuclear weapons by  

condemning their existence, possession, and 

threat of use from ethical, moral, and religious 

perspectives;

2. Further educating, mobilizing, and  

engaging religious leaders and communities 

on the catastrophic humanitarian conse-

quences of nuclear weapons, the risk of their 

use, and the urgent need for their elimination;

3. Affirming its support for the Treaty on 
the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons for the  

total elimination of nuclear weapons, and 

 calling on all governments to sign and ratify 

it at the earliest.

Left to right: Al Haj U Aye Lwin, H.E. Cardinal Charles Bo, Prof. Azza Karam, 
H.E. John Cardinal Onaiyekan, H.M. Sultan Muhammad Sa’ad Abubakar III
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Action Point on  
the Alliance of Virtue

PLENARY III: Advancing Shared Well-Being by Promoting Just and Harmonious Societies 

Problem being addressed

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 

adopted by the United Nations on 10  Decem- 

ber 1948, is arguably one of the greatest 

achievements of the human family in the 

 modern period. It serves as a powerful touch-

stone for advancing humanity’s well-being.

There is no equivalent companion 

 document concerning virtues, despite the fact 

that, across  history for religious communities 

and many other  traditions, the cultivation of 

virtue is a  primary way to unfold the  enormous 

potentials of human dignity, to advance the 

development of good societies, and – for  

religious communities – to cultivate the states 

of Compassion, Mercy and Love related to  
the Sacred.

In the absence of a “virtue equivalent” to 

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 

religious communities and men and  women 

of goodwill are missing a key consensual 

text that can provide a base for an Alliance 

of  Virtue that would unite people across the 

world in the labour of becoming good persons 

and building just societies.

Human rights and virtues are not in conflict. 
They are essential and complementary ap-

proaches to protecting and unfolding human 

dignity and building good and just societies.

Like the historic development of the 

 Universal Declaration of Human Rights, a 

statement of consensus on virtues needs 

to be open to the contributions of all virtue 

 traditions and expressed in public language.

Religious communities working together 

are uniquely equipped to initiate a process 

designed to discern and produce a declaration 

on the profound consensus of virtues. Based 
on this declaration, they are furthermore  

exceptionally well-positioned to advance a  

concrete Alliance of Virtue, in tandem with their 

ongoing commitments to advance  respect for 

human rights.

Religions for Peace and shared values

For two years prior to the assembly, a great 

number of Religions for Peace co-presidents 

met every three months to discern the ethical 

dimensions essential to advancing the United 

Nations Sustainable Development Goals. Cen-

tral to these reflections was the discernment 
of virtues shared across religious traditions. 

These co-presidents’ efforts were substantial. 

Their discernments contributed greatly to this 

assembly’s focus on Shared Well-Being, which 
includes the recognition of the vital role of  

virtues as complementary to human rights.

In addition, a number of Religions for 

Peace leaders, notably Co-moderator Shaykh 

 Abdullah bin Bayyah and International Trus-

tee Chairman Wu, have already begun to take 

important steps to lay the groundwork for a 

multi-religious Alliance of Virtue.

Call for action

Respectful of human dignity, which the 

 religions understand to be rooted in the 

 Sacred and protected by rights;

Mindful that for the world’s religious and 

other traditions, the cultivation of virtues is 

the central way of unfolding rights- protected 

 human dignity to become a good and  integrally 

developed person;

Further mindful that the world’s  religions 

and other virtue traditions possess great 

 heritages of “civic virtues” that orient persons 

toward building good and just societies, and 

that the world’s religions recognise specific 
“religious virtues” as valuable in cultivating 

states of Mercy, Compassion, and Love;
Cognisant that there is a great overlap 

among the major virtues of the religious and 

other virtue traditions, the assembly is invited 

to affirm the following motion:
That the Religions for Peace 10th World 

 Assembly mandate the World Council to 

 develop an Alliance of Virtue based on 

a  Declaration of virtues widely shared 

across  religious traditions and other virtue 

 heritages; and to develop as part of such a 

Declaration individual introductions from 

each participating religion and virtue school 

engaged. 

From left to right: Dominik Bartsch, Ela Gandhi, 
Isabel Schayani, H.E. Sheikh Shaban Ramadhan 

Mubaje, Archbishop John Baptist Odama
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Action Point on the Interfaith 
Rainforest Initiative

PLENARY IV: Advancing Shared Well-Being by Promoting Integral Human Development and 
Protecting the Earth

 T ropical deforestation is a crisis of existen-

tial proportions – we either deal with it 

now or leave future generations with a planet 

in ecological collapse. Rainforests are  rapidly 

being decimated: from the Amazon to the 

Congo Basin to Southeast Asia,  rainforests 
are being cut down at an alarming rate, 

 driven by land conversion for agriculture and 

 extractive industries. Rainforest destruction is 

 undermining international efforts on poverty, 

climate change, biodiversity conservation, and 

sustainable development. Research shows 

that no more forests need to be cleared to feed 

the planet.

Importantly, rainforest protection is also a 

human rights issue. Indigenous Peoples are 

the historical guardians of rainforests and, 

where their rights are protected, so often are 

forests. However, Indigenous Peoples and 

 forest communities lack legal rights to almost 

three-quarters of their traditional lands and 

are facing grave threats as they defend their 

forests from incursion by industries such as 

oil, mining, logging, and agribusiness.

The world’s rainforests are a sacred trust, 

an irreplaceable gift, and essential to life on 

Earth. They contain more than 50% of all plant 
and animal species and provide hundreds of 

millions of people around the world with food, 

water, medicine, and livelihoods. Rainforests 

are also critical to combat climate change. 

 Forests are among the only safe, proven, natu-

ral solutions to capture and store carbon, and 

tropical deforestation is a key source of the 

greenhouse gas emissions that cause  climate 

change. The protection, restoration, and sus-

tainable management of forests offers one-

third of the solution to climate change.

While there is a dedicated coalition of 

 Indigenous Peoples and government, civil  

society, and business partners working to  

protect tropical forests, more is needed. New 

leadership and momentum are required to 

achieve the necessary speed and scale of 

change.  Multi-religious cooperation is  essential 
for halting and reversing tropical deforesta-

tion. It is time to make the protection of rain-

forests and the rights of Indigenous Peoples a 

shared moral concern and religious priority.

Religions for Peace and the  

Interfaith Rainforest Initiative

The Interfaith Rainforest Initiative is an 

 international, multi-faith alliance that brings 

moral urgency and faith-based leadership 

to global efforts to halt and reverse  tropical 

 deforestation. It is a platform for all  religious 

leaders and faith communities to work 

 shoulder to shoulder with Indigenous  Peoples, 

governments, civil society, and business 

on actions that protect tropical forests and 

 safeguard those who serve as their guardians.

Religions for Peace is a founding partner 

of the Interfaith Rainforest Initiative and a key 

implementing body both globally and in Brazil, 
Colombia, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 

Indonesia, and Peru – five countries with more 
than 70% of the world’s remaining tropical 

forests. With Religions for Peace, the Interfaith 

Rainforest Initiative is launching the Faiths 

for Forests declaration and action agenda to  

mobilise new leadership, commitment, and 

momentum on this critical issue.

Call for action

Deeply concerned about the state of the 

world’s rainforests;

Understanding that tropical  deforestation 

drives climate change, species loss, and 

 poverty;

Standing in solidarity with Indigenous 

 Peoples as rainforest guardians;

Recognising that faiths can add unique 

 value to government, civil society, and  business 

efforts to protect rainforests; and

Realising that ending tropical  deforestation 

is both a profound moral responsibility and 

highly achievable;

The Religions for Peace 10th World   

Assembly  endorses the Faiths for Forests  

Declaration and commits to work with the  

Interfaith  Rainforest Initiative on an action 

agenda to:

1.  Raise public awareness about the tropical 

deforestation crisis;

2.  Promote teaching about the spiritual, moral, 

scientific, humanitarian, and human rights 
case for ending tropical deforestation;

3.  Assist our respective places of worship, com-

munities, and organisations to take action;

4.  Encourage deforestation-free lifestyles and 
business practices;

5.  Advocate for government policies that  

protect rainforests and the rights of Indige-

nous Peoples;

6.  Urge national governments and the interna-

tional community to put forest protection at 

the centre of efforts to reach the goals of the 

Paris climate agreement. 

Faiths for Forest Declaration and Action Agenda

Rainforests: A Moral Concern and Religious Priority
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During the intense assembly, religious leaders coming from zones of 

conflict engaged in conflict mediation and peacebuilding sessions that 

included key stakeholders. Similar private Track II Peace Consultations 

in previous assemblies have resulted in highly positive outcomes in 

the Balkans, West Africa, the Middle East, Sri Lanka, and Indonesia.

Since the Track II Peace Consultations rely on a  protected  

atmosphere to allow participants to speak freely in these 

 intense sessions, in-depth reporting cannot be provided.

Track II Peace 
Consultations 

Myanmar and Bangladesh

With Myanmar’s initial optimism for peace 
and development marred by communal 

 conflict and outbreaks of violence, Religions 
for Peace  Myanmar (Religions for Peace–M), 
 accompanied by Religions for Peace Interna-

tional, recognised that the root problems in 

Myanmar are exacerbated by a critical lack 
of “open space” for dialogue and the dis-

cernment of consensus on critical issues. To 

 address this lack of space, Religions for Peace 

established a unique multi-religious and 

 multi-stakeholder mechanism for dialogue 

and action, the  Religions for Peace  Advisory 

Forum and its Standing Commissions on 

 National Reconciliation and Peace in Myan-

mar. Religions for Peace has so far held two 

of these advisory  forums, bringing  together 

a total of more than 500 representatives 

from religious  organisations; the Myanmar 
 government,  military, and  parliament;  ethnic 

 organisations; foreign governments; UN 

 agencies;  international and national NGOs; 

and civil  society groups in one of the most 

 inclusive and representative ongoing efforts 

for peace and reconciliation in the country.

The political and diplomatic impasse over 

the issues of Rohingya refugees in Chittagong, 

Bangladesh and their return to Rakhine State 
is further affected by mutual suspicions and 

misperceptions among the peoples of Bangla-

desh and Myanmar.
This Track II Session was aimed at  initiating 

Religions for Peace’s multi-religious people- 

to-people dialogue between Myanmar and 
Bangladesh as a multi-year project to engage 

in multi-stakeholder dialogue and action 

from the grassroots to religious and political 

 leadership in both countries.

North and South Korea

Religions for Peace has worked with its  national 

affiliates, the Korean Conference of Religions 
for Peace (KCRP–South Korea) and the  Korean 

Council of Religionists (KCR–North Korea) in 

maintaining contact, engaging in dialogue, 

and building trust despite challenging political 

and security situations in the region. Building 
confidence and advancing people-to-people  
dialogue is critical for the denuclearisation of 

the Korean Peninsula and reducing the risk  

of war.

For over 20 years, senior religious leaders 

of KCRP and KCR have met in Beijing, China 
and Pyongyang, North Korea. Religious lead-

ers from the Korean Peninsula will further 

strengthen dialogue to address their shared 

concerns of peace, security, and prosperity 

in the Korean Peninsula, including an early 

 realisation of an exchange visit between Pyong-

yang and Seoul.

This Track II Session brought together some 

20 senior religious leaders from North and 

South Korea to develop a plan of action for 

people-to-people dialogue and  interreligious 

action to promote peace and security on the 

Korean Peninsula, including North and South 

Korean delegations to Washington, DC and 

New York. On the final day, leaders from the 
US, China, Russia, and Japan also joined North 

and South  Korean religious leaders to support 

and  encourage continued bilateral confidence- 

building efforts and advance multilateral and 

multi-religious advocacy for peace and security 

on the Korean Peninsula and in Northeast Asia.

Advancing the Marrakesh  

Declaration among all Muslims

All sects of Islam share the same core  religious 

sources. Religions for Peace has been  working 

in collaboration with the Forum for  Promoting 

Peace in Muslim Societies1 and other part-

ners to foster consensus among all Muslims 
– based on Islamic resources – to protect 

 minorities in the region by advancing the 

full citizenship of all minority  communities 

in Muslim-majority states. Building on the 
historic Marrakesh Declaration advanced by 
H.E. Shaykh Abdullah bin Bayyah, in 2016  
Religions for Peace convened a High-level  

International Consultation. Partnering with 

 Religious Leaders of the Middle East in 
 Advancing the Protection of Minorities in Mus-

lim-Majority States brought together more 
than 60 senior Muslim leaders from the  Middle 
East and North Africa (MENA), as well as  
internationally recognised eminent religious 

leaders from other traditions. The consulta-

tion reaffirmed the Marrakesh Declaration2 

and adopted a four-point action plan that 

identified and promoted, through informal 
and  formal education, the authentic religious 

teachings of Islam on the right to full citizen-

ship for minorities.

For the 10th World Assembly,  eminent 

 religious leaders from the MENA  region 
 convened to build the trust and  understanding 

essential to inclusive citizenship.Ve
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This Track II Session convened religious 

leaders from the region – including Sunni, 

Shi’a and Christian leaders – in the context of 

the historic Marrakesh Declaration to advance 
equal citizenship for all.

Central African Republic

The Central African Republic (CAR) had 

 experienced extreme violence since March 
2013. The conflict resulted in the forced dis-

placement of 1.2 million people as of January 

2019, with approximately 650,000  internally 

displaced people and 590,000 refugees. 

 Tragically, the fault lines of the political 

 conflict emerged among religious identities,  
resulting in the misuse of religion to further 

fuel the conflict.
Religions for Peace, in its capacity as a 

co-founder of the Network of Religious and Tra-

ditional Peacemakers, supported a major step 

in the peace process when religious  leaders 

in CAR built a Platform of Religious Leaders 

for the express purpose of harnessing multi- 

religious cooperation for national peacebuild-

ing and reconciliation. This platform was the 

driving force behind an historic agreement of 

principles expressed in a statement, signed by 

representatives of the key parties to the con-

flict – Seleka and anti-Balaka – the Transitional 
Government and the Platform of Religions of 

Central Africa on 8 April 2014. In recent years, 

faith leaders have been attacked for preaching 

peace. However, the role of religious leaders in 

achieving peace in the country remains crucial.

This Track II Session brought together 

 Christian and Muslim leaders from CAR to 

 advance national dialogue and  reconciliation. 

Issues included equal citizenship for all, 

 humanitarian assistance, and safe return 

of displaced people, as well as other critical  

interventions to address the root causes of the 

crisis and advance peace and prosperity for  

the country.

South Sudan

The Revitalized Agreement on the Resolution 

of the Conflict in the Republic South Sudan 
was signed in September 2018. The agree-

ment boosted hopes that peace may soon be 

reached to end the country’s five-year civil war, 
which has killed tens of thousands, pushed 

millions to the brink of famine, and displaced 

roughly 5 million people. A transitional unity 

government is set to be established by the 

postponed date of November 2019. For the 

agreement to succeed, the government and  

its partners must adopt a strategy that will  

improve the social economic status of the 

country as part of sustainable peace.

This Track II Session brought together 

 religious leaders, government officials, and 
special envoys to South Sudan from the African 

Union and the Intergovernmental Authority of 

 Development with the intention of building 

confidence in the existing peace agreement 
and recommitting to supporting the ongoing 

peace process. There is a strong need to fill 
the diplomatic vacuum and reconnect different  

levels of the peace process – objectives for 

which religious institutions are uniquely posi-

tioned, due to their influence at the local and 
international levels.

The session worked at multiple levels and 

may seek to address entrenched interethnic 

tensions at the grassroots, while also  discussing 

mechanisms to encourage national leaders  

to take the steps necessary to uphold the cur-

rent agreement and immediately address the  

obstacles that could cause its collapse.

Democratic Republic of the Congo

The situation in the Democratic Republic of the 

Congo (DRC) remains precarious as a  result of 

continuing conflicts between  communities, 
 between non-state armed groups and Con-

golese security forces, and of prevailing socio- 

economic challenges that affect the most 

vulnerable. The conflict in the DRC has deep-

ened the need for constructive engagement by 

 religious communities, especially in facilitating 

peacebuilding and reconciliation.

Throughout the history of the DRC, religious 

groups have wielded enormous influence in 

1  The forum and Religions for Peace have worked closely together on initiatives since 2013, not least in the historic Marrakesh 
Declaration and the Alliance of Virtue. H.E. Shaykh Abdallah bin Bayyah, Chairman, United Arab Emirates Fatwa Council and 
Founder & President, Forum for Promoting Peace in Muslim Societies, serves as Co-moderator of Religions for Peace.

2  The Marrakesh Declaration, developed under the aegis of the forum, provides a legal framework and call to action in support 
of the rights of religious minorities in predominately Muslim lands. The declaration was signed by leading religious figures in 
Marrakesh, Morocco in 2016.

the public space as providers of social services. 

Religious organisations have been essential in 

providing humanitarian aid, education, psycho-

logical care and counselling for former child 

soldiers and child victims of sexual abuse, and 

fostering reconciliation between political lead-

ers and society at large. In the lead up to the 

recent elections, religious leaders played an 

essential role in educating citizens, monitoring 

the elections, and preventing and mitigating 

electoral fraud and violence. Religious groups 

have constantly urged politicians to put the 

needs of the country first and have been key 
facilitators of dialogue at all levels to promote 

reconciliation and peace.

In this session, religious leaders met to 

strengthen their collaboration in advocacy and 

action for national unity and urgent issues in-

cluding post-election violence, violence against 

women, displacement, Ebola and measles epi-
demics, and the destruction of rainforests. 

Myanmar

Bangladesh

North Korea

South Korea
Marrakesh, Morocco

Central African Republic South Sudan

Democratic Republic of the Congo
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Ring for Peace 
Ceremony
 A t this unique event, where more than 900 

representatives of the world’s religions of 

all ages, continents, and gender, and where 

policymakers, diplomats, and  representatives 

of civil society all came together for the  

10th World Assembly in Lindau, Germany to 

discuss the most pressing issues of global rele-

vance, the need for a spiritual and celebratory 

moment was clear. 

On the second day of the 10th World 

 Assembly, delegates and guests from Lindau 

and the region around Lake Constance left the 

assembly venue, the Inselhalle, and took part 

in a multi-religious procession and spiritual 

ceremony at the then newly mounted Ring for 

Peace sculpture in Luitpold Park in Lindau. A 

7.5-meter-high wooden sculpture, designed 

by Gisbert Baarmann, a wood designer from 
 Templin, Germany was set up in Lindau as 

a permanent symbol of peace among reli-

gions. The sculpture was designed in form 

of a  Moebius strip, symbolizing the comple-

mentary and mutually completing nature of 

the world religions when they work together 

in the service of global peace. In many world 

religions, the ring symbolises loyalty, truthful-

ness, and honesty. The Buddhist Wheel of Life, 
the signet ring of the Prophet Mohammed in 
Islam, the Ring of Solomon in Judaism, or the 

famous Ring Parable in Lessing’s play Nathan 

the Wise are only a few among many examples 

of the usage of the ring in religious traditions. 

The ring stands as a connecting element. It is 

neither fixated on one religion nor excludes 
any other. By designing, building, and mount-
ing this sculpture as a permanent symbol in 

Lindau, a physical space has been created for 

peaceful encounters. 

The spiritual ceremony further highlighted 

the theme of protecting holy sites, as many 

have come under attack in recent years due to 

increasing tension among different religions 

– or among those groups who claim to act in 

the name of religion. H.E. Miguel Ángel Morat-
inos, United Nations High Representative for 

the Alliance of Civilizations (UNAOC), delivered 

a keynote address during the Ring for Peace 

ceremony. In this address, he emphasised 

that the global preservation and protection of 

 religious sites is crucial in overcoming targeted  

attacks that harm peaceful and fruitful  

cooperation among the world’s religious com-

munities. His words echoed the symbolism 

of the Ring for Peace and the message asso-

ciated with it: the Moebius strip, a spiritually 
significant symbol of balance and union. The 
Ring for Peace is constructed of 36 different 

woods from certified cultivation from all over 

the world, which reflects the different religions 
coming together and collaborating effectively. 

H.E. Moratinos stated: 
“At UNAOC we firmly believe that enlight-

ened religious leaders and scholars of all 

faiths have a key role to play. Their advocacy 

can influence political leaders and ordinary 
citizens alike. Their teaching and guidance 

can inspire people to new levels of respon-

sibility, commitment, and public service. And 

by their example, they can promote interfaith 

dialogue and bridge the chasms of ignorance 

and misunderstanding. Indeed, faith actors 

have the capacity of social mobilisation.”

While Religions for Peace had been  working 

to safeguard holy sites for over a decade, 

2019 reminded the entire human family of 

the  urgent nature of this work. From attacks 

on the Christchurch mosque in New Zealand 

to Wat Rattananupab temple in Thailand, from 

synagogues in the United States to churches in 

Sri Lanka, places of worship faced devastating 

attacks in 2019. While such violence harmed 

thousands of people, it also created a powerful 

opportunity for change. The timely initiative of 

UNAOC to safeguard religious sites “in unity 

and solidarity for safe and peaceful worship” 

has been welcomed by religious leaders and 

communities, as it broadens and strengthens 

efforts across religious communities around 

the world to monitor and protect holy sites 

and to promote peace and reconciliation  

between people from diverse ethnic and  

religious backgrounds.

In the spiritual ceremony that followed the 

official keynote address, a variety of religious 

leaders – men, women, and youth – shared 

personal reflections, stories, and anecdotes 
of multi-religious collaboration and mutual 

 protection at times of attacks, ranging from 

Nigeria to Bosnia and Herzegovina, from  Israel 
and Palestine to the Philippines. The stories 

 instilled a sense of hope, providing a  reflection 
of action among religious communities to  

establish peace, to collaborate effectively, and 

to portray counter images to the narrative of 

religion as a source of violence. In between the 

sharing of the stories, a group of musicians 

and singers accentuated the spiritual element 

of the ceremony with music. One song invited 

all delegates present to sing the word “peace” 

in their own language, creating a unified 
soundscape of peace reflecting and honouring 
their very own cultural, linguistic, and spiritual 

differences, yet with a common goal. A  guided 

visualisation by Laura Malina Seiler, born on 
Lindau Island, invited all of the delegates and 

guests to send their thoughts and prayers for 

peace around the world. In a moving moment 

that allowed for a moment of silence and 

spiritual connection, everyone present was 

invited to take off their shoes to feel a connec-

tion to the earth they were standing on, and 

to close their eyes while sending their prayers 

and thoughts.

The Ring for Peace sculpture now  remains 

on Lindau Island on the shore of Lake 

 Constance, inviting both Lindau residents and 

visitors now and in the future to pause and 

contemplate the meaning and importance of 

peaceful encounters for our shared well-being 

and peaceful coexistence. 
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A ROADMAP TO PEACE  
DEVELOPING THE RELIGIONS FOR PEACE  

STRATEGIC PLAN 2020–2025
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 F rom 11 to 13 December 2019, Religions 

for Peace convened more than 250  global 

religious leaders representing all different 

faith traditions in New York City for the Multi- 
Religious and Multi-Stakeholder Partnership 
for Peace and Development. The aim was to 

co-develop global strategic priorities for the 

years 2020–2025, focusing on the mission to 

advance common action for peace among the 

world’s religious communities. Government 

officials, diplomats, United Nations represent-
atives, leaders of partner organisations, and 

philanthropists joined the Religions for Peace 

leaders to address global challenges. On this 

occasion, Religions for Peace conducted the 

most inclusive and participatory strategic 

planning process in its 50-year history. The 

resulting Strategic Plan is clearly rooted in 

the United Nations Sustainable  Development 

Goals (SDGs) and outlines strategic priori-

ties that have been identified by the global  
multi-religious representative movement.  

The  meeting itself was a reflection of the 

A ROADMAP TO PEACE
DEVELOPING THE  
RELIGIONS FOR PEACE 
STRATEGIC PLAN 2020–2025

strengthening and fostering of multi-religious 

and multi-stakeholder collaboration for the 

achievement of agreed-upon goals.

In her opening speech, Prof. Azza Karam 

stated, “We are looking forward with joy to 

welcoming our religious leaders to New York 

to discern shared commitments and look 

 towards the future of Religions for Peace.”

“When religious communities work togeth-

er for the common good, they are a powerful 

force for peace and development,” said Rev. 

Kyoichi Sugino, then Secretary General, a.i. 

of Religions for Peace. “Today there is  greater 

need than ever before for communities of 

faith to act on our spiritual authority and deep 

community connections to advance peace and 

development. This is why we are convening 

religious leaders from all over the world to 

co-develop priorities in multi-religious peace-

building for the coming years.”

The process of developing these  global 

 priorities had been underway for more than a 

year, beginning with the national and  regional 

level consultations held across the globe by 

Religions for Peace affiliates. During the 10th 

World Assembly in Lindau, Germany, over a 

thousand delegates from 125 countries iden-

tified goals and action areas based on these 
consultations, which were formally adopted 

in the 10th World Assembly Declaration. These 

goals were further augmented by contribu-

tions from the Religions for Peace movement 

via a survey that was disseminated globally 

as part of the consultative process. Answers, 

ideas, and suggestions from the global net-

work were gathered into a comprehensive 

summary and analysed by participants before 

and during the session in December 2019. 

Based on these results, religious leaders from 
more than 50 countries in every region of the 

world strategically determined priorities for 

the future of the renowned organisation. The 

themes on the agenda include protecting the 

environment; the protection of Indigenous 

Peoples; overcoming gender-based violence 

and advancing gender equality; promoting 

freedom of thought, conscience, and religion; 

strengthening interreligious education and 

fostering global partnerships; and enhancing 

philanthropy’s role in supporting interreli-

gious collaboration and peacebuilding efforts.

While Religions for Peace has historically 

incorporated a gender component across all 

initiatives, gender was for the first time elevat-
ed to a strategic priority for the multi-religious 

movement. 

The strategic planning process was facili-

tated by Prof. Azza Karam, who, in an  historic 

election during the 10th World Assembly of 

Religions for Peace in Lindau, became the first 
woman and first Muslim secretary general in 
the organisation’s 50-year history.

Among the religious leaders representing 

the world’s faith traditions, a number of the 

Religions for Peace World Council members, 

newly elected at the 10th World Assembly in 

Lindau, were in attendance: Co-Moderator Rev. 
K sh  Niwano; Co-Presidents H.E. Cardinal 
Charles Bo, Hon. Ela Gandhi, Hon. Mme.  Layla 
Alkhafaji, Grand-Father  Dominique Rankin, 

and Bhai Sahib Mohinder Singh; Honorary 
President H.E. John Cardinal Onaiyekan; and 
Regional Co-Moderators H.E. Sheikh Shaban 
Mubaje and Dr Din Syamsuddin. 

The new Strategic Plan was approved and 

adopted by the World Council, the governing 

board of Religions for Peace, in February 2020, 

and was the culmination of sustained multi- 

religious and multi-stakeholder debate and 

consensus-building.

The Strategic Plan 2020-2025

The Strategic Plan is based upon deeply held 

moral principles widely shared by the world’s 

faith traditions on which Religions for Peace 

advances a multi-religious vision of positive 

peace. This notion of peace is multi-dimen-

sional, recognises the responsibility to reject 

the misuse of religion in support of violence, 

and includes peaceful, just, and inclusive soci-

eties, advancing integral human development 

and protecting the environment. Religions for 

Peace has a legacy of harnessing the power  

of cooperation to unleash the capacities of  

religious communities – including their 
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spiritualities, moral heritages, and vast 

grassroots networks – to advance peace.

Positive peace offers the foundation for 

 Religions for Peace’s engagement in  advancing 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

and the 17 Sustainable  Development Goals 

(SDGs) that were adopted by all UN mem-

ber states in September 2015 for the  period 

2016–2030. Religions for Peace’s  strategic 

goals, like the SDGs, are action-oriented,  

global in nature and universally applicable 

to all countries, while considering different  

national realities, capacities, and levels of 

 development, and respecting national policies 

and priorities. They integrate economic,  social, 

and environmental aspects and recognise 

their inter-linkages in achieving sustainable 

development in all its dimensions.

Religions for Peace has set the following 

six Strategic Goals for the period 2020–2025:

•  Promote Peaceful, Just, and Inclusive 

 Societies

•  Advance Gender Equality
•  Nurture a Sustainable Environment
•  Champion Freedom of Thought,  

Conscience and Religion

•  Strengthen Interreligious Education
•  Foster Multi-religious Collaboration and 

Global Partnerships

Implementation of the Strategic Goals

For each goal, specific measures and activities 
were agreed upon to facilitate implementa-

tion and to make measuring and evaluation 

possible. By formulating explicit activities, 
it becomes possible to collect data on the  

implementation progress. Four key methods 

of operationalisation were included in the six 

Strategic Goals: advocacy, capacity building, 

knowledge management, and humanitarian 

support. Cross cutting these four operational 

modalities is the inclusion of women, youth, 

and all religious actors. Indicators, intended 

outcomes, and their respective SDG indicator 

were formulated for each activity to facilitate 

monitoring the progress for the implementa-

tion of the Strategic Goals.

Goal 1: Promote Peaceful, Just, 

and Inclusive Societies

Working towards peaceful, just, and  inclusive 

societies builds off Religions for Peace’s 

 previous work under the strategic plan for 

2014–2018 to transform violent conflict, 
promote just and harmonious societies, and 

advance human development. Religions for 

Peace’s ongoing work towards peaceful, just, 

and inclusive societies supports several SDGs.

Activities

1.  Initiate a Religions for Peace advocacy 

campaign that emphasises the economic 

costs of conflict.
2.  Contribute to a growing culture of  

forgiveness and reconciliation, both in 

public processes and in private settings, 

to build lasting and sustainable peace,  

as expressed, among other things, in  

the Peace Charter for Forgiveness and 

Reconciliation.

3.  Strengthen systematic InterReligious 

Committee (IRC) partnerships with 

UN and other multilateral agencies as 

a means of interreligious support to 

 multilateral efforts, and build synergy 

with global human rights commitments 

to better integrate religious peacebuild-

ing with socioeconomic development and 

resource management initiatives.

•  Advocate to ensure that international 

commitments (such as UN Resolution 

1325) to the inclusion of women at all 

levels and stages of peace processes  

are honoured.

•  Mobilise religious communities to invest 
their resources in alignment with achiev-

ing the SDGs.

•  Continue to advance partnership with 

UNICEF to strengthen the collaborative 
engagement of religious communities 

for child well-being through initiatives 

such as Faith and Positive Change for 

Children – Global Initiative and Social 

and Behaviour Change.

4.  Facilitate responses to public health 

 challenges such as HIV/AIDS and Ebola.
5.  Advocate to governments and mobilise 

communities to promote good govern-

ance, rule of law, and implementation of 

international law and agreements.

6.  Engage religious communities toward 
general disarmament, including all 

weapons of destruction – conventional, 

nuclear, chemical, biological, and those 

newly emerging.

•  Advocate in support of international 

treaties and agreements, including the 

Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear 

Weapons.

•  Mobilise and position youth as advocates 
for disarmament.

7.  Address inequalities and advance poverty 

alleviation strategies.

•  Strengthen the legal identity and voice 

of the poor and vulnerable.

Left to right: H.E. Cardinal Charles Bo, Hon. Mehrézia Labidi-Maiza (17 Dec. 1963 – 22 Jan. 2021),  
H.E. Amb. Dr Christoph Heusgen, Hon. Mme. Layla Al-Khafaji, Rev. Dr Usman Jesse Fornah
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8.  Build the capacity and expertise of 
 religious peacebuilders by working with 

experts on peacebuilding, mediation, 

and negotiation, and help to develop  

evidence base for religious peacebuilding.

•  Develop tools and training on the 

 positive roles of women in preventing 

and transforming conflicts, and on the 
issue of violence against them .

•  Build skills in conflict management that 
address the drivers of conflicts.

•  Produce positive peace materials and 

workshops for multi-religious contexts1. 

•  Support credible internal  intermediaries 

to promote dialogue with alienated 

groups and intervene where this is 

 possible.

9.  Work for the well-being of refugees 

and migrants through advocacy and 

 community mobilisation, and provide 

solidarity and support to host countries 

and communities.

Goal 2: Advance Gender Equality

Religions for Peace has a legacy of  advancing 

gender equality, especially the promotion 

of women’s leadership in institutions at the 

 local, national, regional and global levels, and 

will continue to promote it as a core goal. The 

Global Women of Faith Network, led by its 

 International Women’s Coordinating Commit-

tee, is at the forefront of Religions for Peace’s 

work towards gender equality.

Activities

1.  Develop a shared understanding of the 

meaning of gender within Religions for 

Peace for effective collaborative action to 

promote gender equality.

2.  Support women’s leadership roles

•  Increase the number of women  leading/

taking responsibility for priority initi-

atives within the Religions for Peace 

movement.

•  Provide greater opportunities for women’s 

involvement in decision-making.

•  Recognise and celebrate women-led  

initiatives.

3.  Provide means/tools and advocate for 

an intersectional approach to gender, 

 including poverty and climate concerns.

•  Build on National Action Plans for 
 countries to translate SDGs, as related 

to gender, into actions.

4.  Build on international agreements and 
interreligious declarations that recognise 

and promote women’s rights.

5.  Develop policies, document best  practices 

and, where absent, build mechanisms 

to hold accountable those who perpe-

trate gender-based violence and biases, 

and monitor the implementation and 

 activation thereof.

•  Support the programme on forensic  

DNA to enhance accountability for  sexual 

violence.

6.  Provide training/strategic learning ex-

changes for IRC members (including 

men, women and youth) around human 

rights, gender-based violence (including 

sexual violence in conflict), and gender 
and gender mainstreaming.

•  Educate women/girls and men/boys 
about gender and human rights.

7.  Create safe spaces for dialogue among 

religious leaders on potentially sensitive 

and contentious issues related to gender.

•  Initiate dialogue on LGBT issues.
•  Initiate dialogue on sex education, with 

the aim to produce proposals for advo-

cacy with governments.

Goal 3: Nurture a Sustainable Environment

Religious communities recognise the  dynamic 

interrelationship and dependency among 

all forms of life. Religions for Peace will work  

to ensure that multi-religious collaboration  

is geared towards nurturing a sustainable  

environment for all living species.

Activities

1.  Support and promote the development 

of international and/or multi-faith alli-

ances that aim to protect and restore 

the planet’s vital ecosystems and have 

a meaningful and lasting impact on the 

health of our global environment and the 

achievement of sustainable development.

•  Raise public awareness, promote policies, 

and forge partnerships between religious 

and indigenous  communities through the 

Interfaith Rainforest Initiative to protect 

the world’s remaining rainforests and the  

indigenous peoples who serve as their 

guardians2. 

2.  Mobilise the Religions for Peace move-

ment to campaign for lifestyle changes 

to reduce consumption and energy use.

3.  Deepen engagement with Indigenous 

communities and their elders to learn 

from and disseminate traditional knowl-

edge and wisdom.

4.  Educate community leaders and  advocate 
to policymakers on issues of environment 

and climate change.

5.  Utilise data analysis from research  

institutions to challenge global financial 
systems/major institutions that support 

environmental degradation.Ph
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Goal 4: Champion Freedom of 

Thought, Conscience, and Religion

During the 10th World Assembly, Religions for 

Peace re-committed to leading by example to 

instill the respect, mutuality, and solidarity 

essential to promote, build and sustain just, 

harmonious, and diverse communities. At the 

core is a commitment to enable all IRCs to ad-

vance a more robust notion of citizenship that 

acknowledges basic human rights, including 

freedom of thought, conscience, and religion, 

in line with Article 18 of the Universal Decla-

ration of Human Rights: “Everyone has the 
right to freedom of thought, conscience and 

 religion; this right includes freedom to change 

his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone 

or in community with others and in public or 

private, to manifest his religion or belief in 

teaching, practice, worship and observance.”

Activities

1.  Engage with key political intergovern-

mental instruments/processes.

•  Contribute to governmental, intergov-

ernmental and civil society forums to ad-

vance freedom of thought, conscience, 

and religion.

2.  Provide safe spaces for reflection on con-

cerns regarding the political instrumen-

talisation of Freedom of Religion and Be-

lief (FoRB); the balance between freedom 
of expression and the elimination of hate 

speech, and FoRB and the application of 
blasphemy laws.

3.  Forge an Alliance of Virtue widely shared 

across religious traditions and other 

 virtue heritages3.

4.  Eliminate violence and hatred (including 
hate speech) against all, including mem-

bers of religious communities.

•  Promote and disseminate inter-govern-

mental and multi-religious declarations, 

including the UN Plan of Action to Safe-

guard Religious Sites,4  the UN Strategy 

and Plan of Action on The Speech,5  the 

Marrakesh Declaration,6  and the Beirut 
Declaration and Commitments of Faith 

for Rights7.

Goal 5: Strengthen Interreligious Education

Religions for Peace promotes interreligious  

education to increase trust and improve under-

standing, respect and relationships between 

people of different faiths. It includes religious 

literacy from early childhood to adulthood and 

focuses on shared civic virtues and apprecia-

tion of social diversity.

Activities

1.  Promote interreligious education, dia- 

logue and exchange programmes to 

counteract tendencies of populism, hate 

speech, intolerance, and social divides.

2.  Organise interfaith training programmes 

and youth camps.

3.  Partner with community and government 

leaders to host interreligious dialogues, 

conferences, roundtables and seminars; 

conduct research and organise lectures 

and presentations on the various issues 

identified by this plan.
4.  Conduct interfaith celebrations of reli- 

gious holidays, festivals and events – 

 including World Interfaith Harmony Week 

and the International Day of Tolerance 

– to promote interfaith hospitality and 

solidarity.

Goal 6: Foster Multi-Religious 

 Collaboration and Global Partnerships

Religions for Peace aims to strengthen its  

capacity for collaborative action and 

 partnership across the Religions for Peace 

movement by increasing communication, 

advancing  programme partnerships, and  

facilitating  public alliances globally, regionally, 

and nationally.

Recognising the multitude of  governmental, 

intergovernmental, civil society, and multi- 

religious and faith-based organisations work-

ing toward common goals, Religions for Peace 

seeks to broaden its partnerships with these 

organisations to scale up its reach and impact.

Activities

1.  Link IRCs with faith-based development 

and humanitarian NGOs at national 

and regional levels to strengthen IRC 

 outreach and enhance the impact of  

interreligious collaboration.

2.  Link IRCs to intergovernmental entities 

and diplomatic missions within countries 

and with equivalent intergovernmental 

regional entities (e.g. UN, AU, ASEAN,  
EU, OAS).

3.  Develop resource mobilisation part-

nerships in order to innovatively raise 

 resources from local, national, and 

 regional sources.

4.  Develop issue-based strategic partner-

ships with relevant organisations.

5.  Develop media communication  strategies

•  Develop strategic alliances with media 

organisations to provide alternative 

multi-faith messaging/communication 

to counter narratives of violence which 

instrumentalise religious discourse/text.

•  Develop and strengthen the Religions 

for Peace internal communication strat-

egy for sharing, networking and building 

 capacity.

1  The Religions for Peace movement committed to producing positive peace materials and workshops for multi-religious  
contexts in partnership with the Institute for Economics and Peace in the 10th World Assembly Declaration.

2  The Religions for Peace Movement adopted the Faith of Forests Declaration, created and disseminated by the Interfaith  
Rainforest Initiative, in an Action Point during the 10th World Assembly. The Declaration and Action Point are available online.

3 Religions for Peace Co-moderator Shaykh Abdullah bin Bayyah serves as the President of the Forum for Promoting Peace in 
Muslim Societies. The Forum has taken important steps to lay the groundwork for a multi-religious Alliance of Virtue, and the 
Religions for Peace movement committed to forging an Alliance of Virtue in an Action Point adopted at the 10th World Assembly. 
The Action Point is available online.
4  “The United Nations Plan of Action to Safeguard Religious Sites: In Unity and Solidarity for Safe and Peaceful Worship,” United 
Nations Alliance of Civilizations, September 2019, Web.

5  “United Nations Strategy and Plan of Action in Hate Speech,” United Nations Office on Genocide Prevention and the 
 Responsibility to Protect, June 2019, Web.

6  “Marrakesh Declaration on the Rights of Religious Minorites in Predominantly Muslim Majority Communities,” 27 January 
2016, Web.

7  “The Beirut Declaration and its 18 commitments on Faith for Rights,” 7th Edition, Office of the UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, Geneva, November 2019, Web.
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“Women religious leaders play a central 
role in conflict transformation, in the  
education and health sectors, in the  

humanitarian sector, and in the  
implementation of community-based  

activities. This work, which carries a  
message of hope, is particularly important 

in times of the coronavirus pandemic.”
Dr Andreas Görgen   

Director-General for Culture and Communication, Federal Foreign Office
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Facts and figures

Press/media in Germany
(up to 16.11.2020)

866 
+806 

106.81 m  
reached in German-speaking countries

43,639
combined livestream views  
from 97 countries

journalists contacted with 
German press releases 
in Germany, Austria and 
Switzerland

journalists contacted with 
English press releases in 
addition worldwide

Twitter religionsforpeace:
193,000 tweet impressions
413 mentions
6,345 profile visits
219 followers

Instagram ringforpeace:
363 views
356 followers
8,865 impressions

facebook ringforpeace:
965 views
4,770 interactions
96 followers
Range of contributions: 81,864 persons

facebook religionsforpeace:
25.958 views
Up to 10,668 views per day
13,275 likes

Instagram 
religionsforpeace:
758 views
16,710 impressions
1,870 followers

Twitter ringforpeace:
18,300 tweet impressions
142 mentions
892 profile visits
299 followers
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209 
print articles

503  
online articles and 
social media posts 

by journalists

7 
agency reports

19  
radio mentions 
and TV reports
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Bishop Dr Margot Käßmann, former Chairperson of the Evangelical Church of Germany  
and Co-President of Religions for Peace.

 R eligions for Peace made history with the 

1st Assembly on Women, Faith & Diplo-

macy, which took place on 11 to 13 November 

2020 in Lindau. About 1,500 participants came 

 together over four days, despite the coronavi-

rus pandemic, through great technology, to 

talk about gender equality and the diverse 

roles of women in the context of faith and 

 diplomacy. The video messages from German 

Federal Chancellor Dr Angela Merkel, Secre-

tary-General of the United Nations António 

Guterres, and Minister of State at the German 
Federal Foreign Office Michelle Müntefering, 
and the many high-profile guests from world 
religions, politics, and civil society show that 

the organisers struck an important nerve.

A look back
On the day that preceded the 10th World 

 Assembly of  Religions for Peace in 2019 in  

fundamental conviction of Religions for Peace 

is, “Religions for Peace affirms that all human 
beings are equal in dignity and rights and rec-

ognises that women and youth religious lead-

ers are irreplaceable and co-equal partners 

in peacebuilding. Women of faith have been 

involved in Religions for Peace since its earli-

est beginnings at the first World Conference 
held in Kyoto, Japan in 1970, when a  women’s 

caucus was formed and recognised by the  

Religions for Peace governing body.” And also, 

during the 10th World Assembly 2019, the  

Religions for Peace World Council elected the 

first woman as secretary general, Professor 
Azza Karam.

Why it matters
Women are heavily underrepresented in 

 formal leadership positions – this is true not 

only for religious organisations, but in all fields 
of social life. With the great influence religions 
exert in almost all societies, they also have a 

special responsibility to fight discrimination 
and to take effective action for the equal rights 

of women.

In her video greeting to the opening of the 

1st Assembly on Women, Faith & Diplomacy, 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel remarked, 
“Religions find themselves connected pre-

cisely in their shared quest for peace. And we 

know: Peace is only sustainable if women are 

involved in the peace process.”

With this statement, Angela Merkel was 
 addressing another central dimension: women 

often both take on largely unnoticed  informal 

leadership roles and play central roles in 

Lindau, the Women’s Pre-Assembly was held. 

This  gathering brought together represent-

atives of world religions and members of  

international organisations and civil society. 

Here, they were given a platform to reflect, 
discuss, and mobilise in the context of the 

role of  women in interfaith cooperation. Dur-

ing the pre- assembly, intense discussions 

were initiated, resolutions were passed, and 

new actions were inspired. Thus, the global 

network of women of faith was significantly 
strengthened. While the desire for an assem-

bly focusing on gender equality and the role 

of women in  religions is not new, the Women’s 

Pre- Assembly gave the final impulse to real-
ise this wish. Just one year later, the historic  

1st Assembly on Women, Faith & Diplomacy 

took place.

This is fitting in the basic orientation and 
historical development of Religions for Peace. A 

 mediating conflicts, as well as exercising 
 important functions in post-conflict societies. 
Thus, they not only pave the way to stopping 

violence. They also contribute effectively to the 

healing process of societies following a conflict. 
These healing and reconciliation  processes 

are fundamental prerequisites for achieving 

long-lasting positive peace.

This social engagement is furthermore an 

essential resource in the prevention of con-

flicts and on the way to just and harmonious 
 societies, because women gather invaluable 

experiences on all levels of these processes 

– from grassroots work to the highest levels 

of formal leadership. Here, it is important 

to break down barriers and actively fight 
 discrimination. And since these processes are 

central to the global peacebuilding work that 

is a central goal of Religions for Peace, it was 

clear that an assembly concerning this was 

long overdue.

Even though I had actually intended to 
withdraw from committees, I was happy to be 

elected to the World Council of Religions for 

Peace. It is disastrous that religions in our time 

are primarily perceived as a factor  aggravating 

conflict or even causing conflicts. I am deeply 
convinced that they can be a motor of change, 

a driving force to defuse conflicts and, yes, 
even to overcome them. There are many good 

examples of this. And Religions for Peace can 

contribute. That women are barely visible in 

the representation of religions is a nuisance. 

The assembly in Lindau made their creativ-

ity visible. New contacts were made. I am 

convinced that from this new impulses will 
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emerge that will uncover the engagement of 

women in the religions and for peace.

How it came to be
The Advisory Council, under the dynamic and 

determined leadership of Prof. Azza Karam, 

quickly agreed that this assembly should not 

be a women’s assembly. Distinct progress can 

only occur if women are not pitted against men. 

Instead, it is crucial, as has always been the 

conviction of Religions for Peace, that  dialogue 

takes place. In line with this conviction, the 

ratio between male and female speakers was 

quite balanced. Further, it was important to 

all involved that representatives of Religions 

for Peace’s youth networks were intensively 

involved in the planning and as speakers in 

the formats. Today’s youth are  extraordinarily 

well-informed and interconnected. They want 

a better world and are willing to fight for it 
with inspiring energy and relentless commit-

ment. It is therefore a matter of course that 

they are involved on an equal footing.

The pandemic was of course an omnipres-

ent topic in the planning process. It quickly 

 became clear that a meeting on the scale of the 

10th World Assembly the year before was out of 

the question. Not only would this have violat-

ed regulations and excluded entire continents 

due to travel restrictions. Above all, it would 

have been irresponsible regarding the health 

risks to host a large meeting in  presence. 

Thus, the organisers developed a dynamically  

scalable concept. In the beginning we assumed 

that around 250 participants could convene  

in Lindau, while the rest would participate  

virtually. Unfortunately, the situation got 

worse. In the end, only a core group of organis-

ers and technicians could be present in Lindau. 

There, a studio for some formats was set up 

and the technical and organisational coordina-

tion was established. To ensure the safety of 

all involved, each person was tested daily for 

coronavirus.

Participants could actively engage in the 

formats from their computers at home by  

submitting questions and comments. Inter-

national members of the press also took up 

the offer to watch the live streams and ask 

follow-up questions in virtual and interactive 

press conferences.

However, an important element of such 

conferences are the spontaneous encounters – 

both with old acquaintances who haven’t seen 

each other for a long time or with new people 

who are getting to know each other for the 

first time. This is where new relationships are 
forged, networks are expanded, and new pro-

ject ideas are developed. To make this possible 

in this virtual assembly, the organisers set up 

a virtual foyer where, with the help of support 

staff, participants could get together in small 

groups or for one-on-one conversations. I have 

to admit that I was rather sceptical about 

whether this would work. Thus, I was  excitedly 

surprised how quickly we got into intensive 

conversations in these groups. It was convinc-

ingly well done.

Additionally, many participants from all 

over the world sent moving video greetings to 

the opening and closing ceremonies, so that 

we felt close to each other even though we 

could not physically come together. In virtual 

workshops, small groups worked intensively 

on 27 different topics.

In the course of the planning deliberations, 

the thematic priorities emerged. Protection 

of the environment has been on the agenda 

of Religions for Peace for a long time – and 

 rightly so. Since this is about nothing less 

than the preservation of our planet and thus 

our  existence, there was quickly a consensus 

that this would become a core theme of the 

assembly. The Interfaith Rainforest Initiative  

is particularly worth mentioning here.

The focus on female leadership and  gender 

equality was naturally at the centre of this 

 assembly. It was important to hear, on the 

one hand, from women like me with experi-

ence in leadership roles and who have made 

 systematic contributions to this; and on the 

other hand, the very personal accounts in what 

were called Lightning Talks. These seemed 

 particularly convincing because, despite all 

religious and cultural differences, similar 

 patterns emerged. Women are easily underes-

timated. They are sometimes wary of power. 

And the issue of reconciling family and work 

is obviously relevant all over the world. Women 

do the care work. But this is neither honoured 
financially, nor in terms of respect for this  
experience.

Hate speech was also a very important 

topic, which unfortunately women come into 

contact with disproportionally often. Here, we 

not only hear the voices of religious represent-

atives but also, for example, Lucy Calladine, 

who works on this issue at Google. The role 

of social media in the context of hate speech 

is central, and so it was particularly exciting 

to be able to engage in dialogue. Women are 

distinctly affected by harassment in so-called 

social media. They are sexually harassed and 

devalued by offensive comments.

In the thematic emphasis on values-inspired 

education, it became clear that positive peace 

and just societies can only be achieved on a 

solid foundation of values. Religions, with their 

broad engagement in child, youth, and adult 

education, play a central role here. The trust 

that is put in religious institutions must not  

be violated, for example through abuse. Trans-

parent action must be taken here.

In line with the assembly’s motto, “Keep-

ing Faith and Transforming Tomorrow”, the 

final thematic focus was on transformation: 
What can we do – from the individual to the 

largest interreligious organisation in the world 

– to make this world more peaceful, just, and  

sustainable?

Personally, I was exalted by the many  women 

who, in often extremely difficult  environments, 
stand up for their religion and struggle for  

reconciliation and to ensure the protection of 

children. It was easy to get into conversations 

with each other about the boundaries that 

our different religions and contexts implicate. 

I think this assembly brought along a solid 

basis for increased networking of women in 

the world religions. And with Prof. Azza Karam 

as secretary general, a clear signal was sent: 

Women can lead, guide, and shape. It was a 

pleasure and an honour to accompany her in 

this endeavour. 
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PROGRAMME AT A GLANCE

Tuesday, 10 November Thursday, 12 NovemberWednesday, 11 November Friday, 13 November

Voices from Women Leaders

Plenary I: Redefining Leadership

Multi-religious prayer and meditation Multi-religious prayer and meditation Multi-religious prayer and meditation

Coffee break

Coffee break and multimedia experience Coffee break and multimedia experience

Coffee break and multimedia experience Coffee break and multimedia experience

Opening Ceremony

Interactive Breakout Sessions Interactive Breakout Sessions

16:00–17:00

17:00–18:15

08:45–09:00 08:45–09:00 08:45–09:00

15:30–16:00

11:00–11:30 11:00–11:30

15:15–15:45 15:15–15:45

14:00–15:30
13:15–15:15 13:15–15:15

Daily press briefing

Peace and Light Ceremony
Fireside Conversation with Diplomats 
on Religion, Women and Peace

Plenary III: Keeping Faith in Times  
of Hate

Plenary V: Keeping Faith by Nurturing a 
Sustainable Environment

HEART Talk on Hate Speech HEART Talk on Environment

Daily press briefing Daily press briefing

Lightning Talks: 
Faith, Action and Covid-19

Film screening and discussion 
with film director

HEART Talk on Peace HEART Talk on Education HEART Talk on  
Transformation

Closing Ceremony:
A Pledge for Change

Plenary II: Transforming Tomorrow by 
Advancing Gender Equality Plenary IV: Values-Inspired Education

Daily press briefing
12:45–13:45

18:30–19:15 18:00

16:30–17:45 16:30–17:45

15:45–16:30 15:45–16:30

12:45–13:45 12:45–13:45

11:30–12:30 11:30–12:30

09:00–09:45 09:00–09:45
09:00–10:00

10:00–12:3009:45–11:00 09:45–11:00

12:45–13:45
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Video greeting by  
German Federal  
Chancellor  
Dr Angela Merkel
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 P rofessor Karam, dignitaries of all the  

religions represented today,

Having this occasion to send my best 

 wishes to you gives me great pleasure for two 

different reasons. Firstly, Religions for Peace 

is celebrating its 50th anniversary. Secondly, 

your gathering this year is focusing on the role 

of women in religions and peace processes. I 

very much welcome that. For all too often, the 

contribution of women towards ensuring that 

we live together in harmony – both on a small 

and a large scale – is overlooked. 

Above all, it’s the women among the  Nobel 

Peace Prize laureates who serve as excellent 

role models and inspire many others with 

their courage. However, there have only been 

17 women to date among the 135 laureates. 

There are, undoubtedly, many more women 

who would have deserved recognition for their 

efforts to promote peace.

The 2014 Nobel Peace Prize winner, Malala 
Yousafzai, was convinced – and I quote her – 

“The best way to solve problems and to fight 
against war is through dialogue.” Religions can 

make a key contribution towards cultivating 

this dialogue. 

Recent events have highlighted in an 

 impressive way the importance of this very dia-

logue among religions. We must deal  resolutely 

with extremists who, in their contemptuous 

delusions, use religion to sow  discord and 

 undermine our peaceful coexistence. The 

 despicable attacks in Dresden, France, and 

Vienna this autumn have once again brought 

home to us how important this is.

Religions consider themselves to have 

common purpose, especially when it comes 

to fostering peace. And we know that peace 

is only durable if women are involved in the 

peace process. Although numerous studies 

have shown this, it remains relatively rare in 

practice. It is thus all the more crucial that we 

strive for more equitable participation. 

I would therefore like to thank you for 

spotlighting the role of women in conflict 
 mediation and peacekeeping issues at this 

conference! I wish you stimulating and fruitful 

discussions!
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Video greeting by  
Secretary-General  
of the United Nations 
António Guterres
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I send my warmest greetings to this first Assembly on Women, 
Faith & Diplomacy. This is an important opportunity to link 
faith-based organisations and communities with women’s 
mediation networks and leaders.  

Around the world, women of all religions have a long history 
of working for peace in their communities and countries. Too 
often, their efforts are marginalised, and they are excluded 
from formal mediation efforts. 

Today, faith leaders have a more important role than ever in 
building peace through interreligious dialogue. But without 
women’s full participation and leadership, that dialogue is  
incomplete, and peace is less sustainable. 

I commend the organisers of this assembly for making  these 
connections, and contributing to a more equal, inclusive, 
 peaceful, and resilient world. 

I look to a future where faith and feminism go hand-in-hand, 
and where faith-based organisations are alliances for peace 
and progress.

I wish you all the best in your discussions.
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Video greeting by State 
Minister in the Federal 
Foreign Office of Germany 
Michelle Müntefering
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 L adies and Gentlemen, did you follow the 

general debate of the United Nations via 

live stream this year? If so, then you probably 

had a déjà vu during the first one-and-a-half 
days. An endless series of black suits.  Diversity 

was once again limited to the question,  “spotty 

When I met Hamsatu Allamin from Nigeria 

at the Munich Security Conference, she told me 
her story. After her oldest son was kidnapped 

by Boko Haram, she became a peace  activist. 
She is now at the heart of efforts to make 

peace, speaking to victims and former  fighters 
alike. With her engagement, she makes one 

thing clear: religion is not something that 

should divide us. It should be a source of 

strength to stand together. She shares her 

conviction with you. Religions for Peace has 

been engaging in the field of interreligious  
dialogue for fifty years now. During the next 
days you will raise the profile of women of  
faith in leadership roles. You will enable them 

to share their perspective, their experience, 

and their expertise.

Ladies and Gentlemen, if one asked what 

diplomacy and religion have in common, one 

answer could be: they are both traditionally 

not really champions of gender equality. We 

can and must do better. One key priority is the 

implementation of resolution 1325  Women, 

Peace and Security. Therefore, we will create 

focal points in our embassies. And we will 

mainstream Women, Peace and Security in our 

entire foreign policy.

Ladies and Gentlemen, the tide against 

equal rights is rising fast. There are many 

 people who would like to undo the progress  

of the past decades and push women to the 

sidelines again. It is important to counter  

these efforts right now. Men and women,  
religious and secular organisations alike. 

Thank you for your efforts and for your 

work. 

or stripey tie?”. It took one-and-a-half days  

before a woman had a chance to be heard.  

And that is twenty years after the adoption  

of resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and 

 Security and twenty-five years after the Decla-

ration of Beijing. 

We know that women around the world 

 engage for peace and human rights. We know 

that peace agreements where  women are 

 involved are more stable and durable. We 

know that diversity strengthens  innovations, 

efficiency, and sustainability. We know all 
of this. And still, progress is happening at a 

snail’s pace. We finally need progress. There 
are growing frictions in many parts of the 

world. Women can and must play an important 

role when we are deciding in which society we 

want to live. Women are as much part of these 

societies as men are. It is crucial that women 

are represented in governments, parliaments, 

NGOs, and religious organisations. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, it is often the 

 women of faith who are at the forefront as 

bridge builders and mediators in  communities. 

Women of faith who engage in social and 

 educational work as teachers, health care or 

community workers. Also, amidst the global 

Covid-19 pandemic, women of faith have stood 

up and answered the call of service every-

where in the world across the entire spectrum 

of religious communities. 

Yet, their commitment is very often not 

 sufficiently acknowledged. They are not as 
 visible as men are. They do a fantastic and 

decisive job on the ground but often not in 

leadership positions. It’s high time that we 

put the engagement of these women into the 

 spotlight. It matters if religious actors and 

faith-based organisations engage for  women’s 

full and equal participation. Your voice  

matters. Religion and gender equality is no  

contradiction but should go hand in hand. 
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Opening Ceremony
Opening and welcoming remarks

 P rofessor Azza Karam, Secretary  

General of Religions for 

Peace and moderator for the 

 Opening Ceremony, welcomed 

all  speakers and participants to 

the 1st  Assembly on Women, Faith & 

Diplomacy: Keeping Faith and Transforming 

 Tomorrow. She began by inviting all to  partake 

in  Religions for Peace’s traditional moment 

of silence. This was followed by the Berlin 
Oriental Quartet playing Vivaldi’s Concerto 

No. 3, “Autumn”. Prof. Karam emphasised 

the  assembly’s focus on the intersections of 

Women, Faith & Diplomacy and introduced 

 Religions for Peace’s partner, the Founda-

tion Peace Dialogue for World Religions and 

 Civil Society (Ring for Peace), and the gener-

ous support of the  German Federal Foreign 

Office that made the implementation of the 
 assembly possible. Based on the  objective of 
the assembly to highlight women in leader-

ship positions, Prof. Karam offered her con-

gratulations to Hon. Jacinda Ardern of New 

Zealand and Vice President-elect Ms Kamala 
Harris of the United States, two female leaders 

who were recently elected in their respective 

countries. Prof. Karam further highlighted that 

in this  assembly Religions for Peace is looking 

to redefine leadership, re-envision faith, and 
reconstruct diplomacy. A video greeting was 

then shared, featuring members of the global 

Religions for Peace movement. 

 displaced. It is thus important to work on the 

root cause of displacement. “A key to address-

ing these root causes is to ensure all those 

displaced have a seat at the table, and this 

 includes women who are typically  overlooked 

as passive recipients of decisions made for 

them. Women must be included in all peace 

efforts.”

Ms Triggs reiterated that if women are 
part of peace negotiations and, even better, 

 signatories to a peace agreement, a lasting 

peace is more likely to be achieved. To highlight 

the importance of women in peace processes, 

Ms Triggs named several positive examples 
where women played important roles. In con-

trast, however, only very small percentages of 

negotiators, mediators, and signatories are 

women, even though in conflicts women are 
often the ones brokering peace within their 

local communities.

Ms Triggs highlighted not only the tireless 
engagement of women as first responders, 
hospital workers, caregivers, teachers, and 

 social workers, but also the efforts of faith-

based groups in the medical and societal 

 sectors during the Covid-19 pandemic. “In 

many respects, women have borne a heavy 

responsibility during the pandemic. And those 

of faith have been especially compassionate in 

providing emotional and spiritual support to 

families in lockdowns and great tension as jobs 

are lost and evictions sadly take place.”

In light of the dramatically increased 

 number of gender-based cases of violence, 

child abuse and exploitation, early child  

marriages and pregnancies, trafficking, and   

Co-Moderator of Religions for 
 Peace Rev. K sh  Niwano, 

President Designate of Rissh   

K sei-Kai, sent her greetings 

from Tokyo, Japan. Rev.  Niwano 

reflected on women’s participa-

tion at the 10th World Assembly in Lindau, 

Germany, and shared her insights from the 

Women’s Pre-Assembly. In her remarks, Rev. 

Niwano emphasised discussions that took 

place around the need for female leadership 

in religious circles, which were created for and 

have historically been directed by men. She 

further highlighted the need to move beyond 

individualistic thinking and encouraged partic-

ipants to look at the world from the viewpoint 

of the most marginalised. She highlighted the 

legacy of Religions for Peace’s five decades of 
service, of working together for shared peace 

and well-being. 

H. E. Metropolitan  Emmanuel 

Adamakis, Metropolitan of 
France of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate and Co-Moder-
ator of Religions for Peace, 

followed with remarks from 

France. He explained that although 

the Orthodox Church is often considered con-

servative with regard to women’s leadership, 

this is mistaken. His remarks highlighted the 

role of Mary in the Christian faith and urged 
all to reject notions that either men or women 

surpass the other sex in spiritual dignity. 

Keynote speeches
H.E. Mr Salim Al-Malik, Director General of 

the Islamic World  Educational, 
Scientific and  Cultural  
Organization (ISESCO) em-

phasised the role of “girls 

and women as the key 

changemakers to build healthy, 

peaceful, prosperous, inclusive, resilient, and 

sustainable knowledge societies. Women pro-

tect and transmit the values that shape our 

societies. It is through their capable and caring 

hands that the tapestry of our future is woven. 

It is therefore our responsibility to liberate  

the potential of women as a school of peace, 

tolerance, interfaith dialogue if we want to  

ensure a peaceful and harmonious future for 

our societies.” 

Director General Al-Malik further spoke 
about the efforts of ISESCO to mobilise its 52 
member states to protect, support, educate, 

promote, and empower girls, teenagers, and 

women for more social cohesion, leadership, 

and development, especially the most vulner-

able and disadvantaged ones living in crises 

and conflict or post-conflict regions.
H.E. Ms Gillian Triggs, Assistant 

Secretary-General, Assistant 

High Commissioner for Pro-

tection, United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees 

(UNHCR), pointed out that the 

number of refugees, stateless people, 

and those forcibly displaced within their own 

countries has significantly increased. In 2019, 
more than 80 million people were forcibly 

Date: 12.11.2020 Time: 14:00–15:30 CET



Ph
ot

os
: R

el
ig

io
n

s 
fo

r 
Pe

ac
e

X HÖHE TEXTBEGINN

9ER RASTER

9ER RASTER

GOLDENER SCHNITT OBEN

25%

50%

75%

GOLDENER SCHNITT UNTEN

114 • 10+1 • 1st Assembly on Women, Faith & Diplomacy Keeping Faith, Transforming Tomorrow • 10+1 • 115

exploitative labour, Ms Triggs called for  
effective inclusion of forcibly displaced women 

in national plans to respond to the pandemic.

In conclusion, Ms Triggs emphasised 
the fruitful cooperation between Religions 

for Peace and the UNHCR and announced 

the commitment to implement a Council of  

Multi-religious Leaders to advise the UNHCR.
H.E. Mr Ib Petersen, Assistant  

Secretary-General and Deputy Execu-

tive Director of the United Nations 

Population Fund (UNFPA), high-

lighted the goals formulated in the 

declaration of the 1994 Internation-

al Conference of Population and Devel-

opment in Cairo, Egypt, and the subsequent 
Fourth World Conference on Women a year 

later in Beijing, stating that “there is no devel-
opment without human rights and women’s 

rights are human rights.” However, Mr 
Petersen also stated that these goals 

are far from being achieved. Further-

more, the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic 

exacerbates problems, resulting in high-

er rates of gender-based violence, adolescent 

pregnancy, and female genital mutilation. 

“We need urgent action, strong political 

support, and targeted investments. Gains 

painstakingly achieved over decades are at 

risk. Now is the time to scale up investments.”

Mr Petersen spoke of how UNFPA is work-

ing on the frontlines to provide basic needs 

for the most vulnerable, and highlighted the 

importance of cooperation with faith-based 

organisations. “As faith-based organisations, 

you’re recognised as one of most people’s  

primary trusted sources of support, comfort, 

and guidance. Reading people’s hearts and 

minds is a critical part of ensuring positive 

change.” Further, he stressed the importance 

of enhanced cooperation and the need for 

diplomacy to provide the basic needs of the 

world’s most vulnerable during this crisis.

Echoing the call by the United Nations 
Secretary-General for a global ceasefire in all 
conflicts during the pandemic, Mr Petersen 
encouraged everyone to promote the shared 

principles of partnership, equality, respect, 

and compassion, because gender inequality is 

harmful for all humanity. 

“Where women are leading, there tends 

to be more active listening, more inclusive 

decision-making, more diverse human re-

source capacity, and more consideration to  

ensure that no one is left behind.”

Dr Renz C. Argao, Director of the  

 Argao Center for Psychological 

Services and Coordinator of the 

 Religions for Peace International 

Youth Committee, stated, “Women are 

the leaders we need in transforming tomor-

row.” He highlighted the many qualities women  

possess, and named several women  leaders 

who excelled in managing the Covid-19 

 pandemic by showcasing compassionate lead-

ership. He understands empathy and compas-

sion in leadership as a virtue, in contrast to 

the old understanding, which many men still 

have, that empathy and compassion are weak-

nesses and should not influence leadership.  
Dr Argao further emphasised the importance 

of the youth in dealing with the issues of today. 

He praised the many women of faith who 

work hard to empower their communities and 

protect the dignity of others during this crisis. 

They have been playing pivotal roles in the 

fight for gender equality, and women leaders 
within the Religions for Peace network are  

impressive examples of this. 

He further talked about ongoing  changes 

in all parts of society as women challenge  

existing structures by gaining more influence 
in leadership. Dr Argao urged the equal inclu-

sion and empowerment of women and youth 

in decision-making processes, celebrating 

their leadership skills, because men have led 

humanity for centuries, and the number and 

magnitude of conflicts is an indicator that 
there is a need for change.

“This Assembly shows that when we come 

together and act as one, we can transform the 

future. We can bring back the hope that this 

world can still be a better place.” 

Sr. Agatha O. Chikelue DMMM, Nun 
of the Daughters of Mother Mary of 

 Mercy, Co-chair of the Nigerian & 
African Women of Faith Network, 

 Executive Director Cardinal Onaiye-

kan Foundation for Peace and Chair 

of the Religions for Peace International 

Women’s Coordinating Committee criticised 

the continuing exclusion of women from peace 

negotiation and high-level diplomacy because, 

as many examples have shown, women are 

exceptionally well-qualified and in touch with 
their communities. Women experience violence 

in many gruelling forms. “In spite of all this, 

women still pick up the pieces and care for 

the young, old, and sick in their community – 

 often bearing the heavy burden of their family  

single-handedly.”

Sr. Agatha explained that women should play 

critical roles in maintaining peace and ensuring 

security and development. To achieve this, she 

called for the political, economic, and religious 

empowering of women. Only then, can women 

be included on all levels of decision-making. 

“We want to see more women championing 

some of the policies in conflict transformation 
and development. Women can do this because 

we have a lot of potentials and influence at all 
levels to do so.” Positive examples of women 

included in peace negotiations are proof of 

this, since peace agreements where women are  

directly involved tend to last longer.

Sr. Agatha praised Religions for Peace for 

providing a secure space for women of faith to 

enable women from all religions and cultural 

backgrounds to contribute to peacebuilding. 

However, in many aspects of life, women are 

still marginalised. “What we fail to understand 

is that leadership and peacebuilding are op-

portunities that are meant to be shared. Hence, 

we don’t have to give women opportunities.  

Instead, we share opportunities together.”

Sr. Agatha concluded by calling for  everyone 

to work hard to achieve true gender equality 

and effective inclusion of women in peace  

negotiations. To achieve this goal, everyone 

must make a conscious effort. “Today, we call 

upon you all to accept us as equal partners in 

our collective struggles to build lasting peace, 

uphold and protect human rights in order to 

advance sustainable human development.” 



Top (from left): Prof. Azza Karam, 
Bishop Dr Margot Käßmann, Dr Mary 
McAleese
Bottom (from left): Dr Musimbi 
 Kanyoro, Rabbi Rachel Rosenbluth
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Voices From  
Women Leaders

 T he conversation Voices from Women 

Leaders kicked off the official programme 
following the Opening Ceremony and created 

space for the voices, unique experiences, and 

stories of women leaders from different walks 

of life. The session was moderated by Prof. 

Azza Karam, Secretary General of Religions 

for Peace, and entailed a discussion with four 

women leaders, two of them representing the 

religious sector and two representing and 

sharing from a secular sector.

The panel was composed of Dr Mary 

McAleese, former President of the Republic  

one of the key themes of the assembly, was  

explored through the lens of women  leaders 

and discussed as the art of relationships.  

Women of faith were described as  diplomats 

in their own spheres, guided by their  religious 

values. In addition, respect – understood as the 

recognition of the image of God in each person 

– was identified as a form of  embodying and 
expressing diplomacy. Panellists described 

how religious introspection is key to transcend-

ing differences, building trust, and promoting 

inclusivity in diplomacy. Faith was described  

as an opportunity to work  together and realise 

a shared vision of the future that cuts across 

ethnic, political, and religious divides.  Speakers 

emphasised the need to interact with  others 

in order to build a culture of good neighbour-

liness. Dr Musimbi Kanyoro expressed the  
importance of gaining and balancing power 

to improve lives for all, especially for women: 

“Power lives within us, and sometimes it is  

deprived. But we can get it back, especially 
when we accompany one another in  solidarity.” 

The discussion focused on how women 

of faith are often excluded from institutions 

and power-making positions, that they are 

underrepresented in these spaces, and yet 

play a crucial role as diplomats in overcoming 

 conflict. As leaders, they use their religious 
values and scriptures to justify their power to 

speak out against injustice. The focus of this 

panel leaned towards the Abrahamic religions, 

which were discussed as traditions that teach 

justice, peace, and love. Faith was ultimately 

recognised as a tool to foster relationships and 

prevent conflict. 

of Ireland; Bishop Dr Margot Käßmann,  

former Chairperson of the Evangelical Church 
of  Germany and Co-president of Religions for 

Peace; Dr Musimbi Kanyoro, Board Chair of 
Women’s Learning Partnership and former 

CEO of Global Fund for Women; and finally 
the young female Rabbi Rachel Rosenbluth, 

a graduate from Beit Midrash Har El and a 
 member of the Religions for Peace Regional 

Interreligious Council (IRC) – Middle East & 
North Africa Council of Religious Leaders, as 

well as a spiritual leader, educator, and artist.

In this interactive panel, participants 

heard from these women leaders about the  

importance religion had in their own individual 

lives and the impact it had on them. Growing 

up as women of faith, they all attributed the  

inspiration to speak and act out against unjust 

systems to their respective religious values. It 

became apparent that the panellists defined 
leadership as a commitment to serve the  

community and the planet, as well as God.

The discussion turned to the concept of 

power, and speakers were asked how they  

understand power and its intersection with 

faith. Panellists spoke about power as voice, 

the ability to speak and be heard, as well as 

agency, the capacity to make decisions about 

women’s issues. They acknowledged a need to 

expand women’s and girls’ agency within the 

public sphere so that they can realise what 

they want and achieve gender equality. It was 

clearly noted that women are not afraid of 

power, rather that they are not given the space 

to claim power. Power can be reclaimed by 

paying attention to oppression and exclusion. 

The panel explored this aspect further by 

discussing the need for women leaders to 

challenge those who hold power (i.e. religious 

institutional hierarchies, governmental elites, 

etc.) by speaking up and speaking out. They 

explained how techniques and justification for 
the exclusion of power may change over time, 

but faith will always continue to serve as an 

inspiration for activism towards justice, peace, 

and gender equality. 

Rabbi Rachel Rosenbluth expressed how 

“Faith is actualised through justice. It is a way 

to sanctify life and embody love.” Diplomacy, 

Date: 10.11.2020  
Time: 16:00–17:00 CET



Top (from left): Mr Humberto Carolo, 
H.E. Archbishop Dr Antje Jackelen,  
Ms Mahnaz Afkhami
Bottom (from left): Ms Clara Mayer, 
Dr Aruna Abhey Oswal
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Plenary I: 

Redefining  
Leadership

genders and called for men to reevaluate their 

biases in order to become stronger allies in 

working towards gender equality. Rev. Dr  Antje 

 Jackelen described how “Societies that are 

gender-just do flourish and will flourish more 
than those which are not.”

As the discussion progressed, it became 

 apparent that the fight for gender equality 
must be an intersectional one, as panellists 

touched upon the many ways racial, ethnic, 

religious, and sexual identities intersect with 

gender. Mr Humberto Carolo expressed how 
“Intersectional equity needs to be incorpo-

rated into everything we do. It’s especially  

important for underrepresented groups to 

have a seat at the table.” Climate change was 

also discussed as an opportunity for intergen-

erational learning, as activism should involve 

all segments of the population. The plenary 

noted the historical oppression and exclu-

sion of women by faith-based  organisations, 

 T he first plenary, Redefining Leadership, 

focused on women leaders’ contributions 

to diplomacy and how faith informs leadership 

styles, with a particular focus on how global 

faith communities can support equal partici-

pation and the non-hierarchical, respect-based 

leadership of women. The session was mod-

erated by Ms Mahnaz Afkhami, Founder and 

President of Women’s Learning Partnership, 

and entailed a discussion with four leaders, 

two of them representing the religious  sector 

and two representing and sharing from a  

secular sector.

The panel was composed of Mr  Humberto 

Carolo, Executive Director of White Ribbon 
Campaign Canada and Global Co-chair of Men 
Engage Network; Dr Aruna Abhey Oswal, Vice 

President of World Jain Confederation and 

Co-president of Religions for Peace India; Rev. 

Dr Antje Jackelen, Lutheran Archbishop of 

Uppsala and Primate of the Church of Sweden; 

and Ms Clara Mayer, Spokesperson for Fridays 

for Future Germany, as well as a feminist and 

environmental activist.

Ms Mahnaz Afkhami acknowledged the 
 opportunity for women to bring their long-

standing experience in community-level nego-

tiations and peacebuilding efforts to respond 

to global issues. She further explained how 

leaders’ failure to seek support from faith 

communities contributes to gender inequality.

The panel then discussed how advancing 

gender-equal leadership is a “conquering 

of the self-evident”. They provided visions of  

good leaders as those who inspire others to 

act  justly, emphasising how individual action 

 is  necessary for achieving gender equality. As 

Dr Aruna  Abhey Oswal stated, “We don’t need 

magic to change the world. We carry all the   

power we need inside of ourselves. We have 

the power to imagine better.” The panellists  

explained how feminism is beneficial for all  

 highlighting a necessity for “religion and 

 gender equality to work hand in hand”. The 

panellists concluded by acknowledging the 

need to address racial identities, the plight  

of indigenous peoples, and the exclusion of 

LGBTQ+ communities within the framework  
of feminism.

At the closing of this session, the panel 

acknowledged that patriarchal structures of 

inequity are made and internalised by both 

genders, and that reform requires the par-

ticipation of the entire population in thinking 

holistically and intersectionally. Ms Afkhami 
made the point that “Neither men nor women 

are guilty. It’s a matter of a culture that has 

not served the human race.” The struggle for 

gender equality should not define women as 
seeking to “catch up with” or participate in 

the male domain, but rather to participate  

in the decisions that impact the entirety of  

the population. 

Date: 10.11.2020  
Time: 17:00–18:15 CET



Moderator Dr Alexander Görlach in Lindau and, from 
left, Ms Irmgard-Maria Fellner, Dr Lilian Sison, Ms Nihal 
Saad, Ms Simar Samar, Dr Suphatmet Yunyasit
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Plenary II: 

Transforming Tomorrow 
by Advancing Gender  
Equality: The Role of 
Women in Diplomacy

Whenever women are involved as negotiators, 

peacemakers, and supervisors, conflicts end 
earlier and peace lasts longer.” Interreligious 

cooperation, which includes female leaders, 

was described as the most promising approach 

to achieving diplomatic and peacebuilding 

goals. It was noted by the speakers that, while 

the world has advanced gender equality, it  

has fallen short in fulfilling the  expectations 
projected 25 years ago in the Beijing 
 Declaration at the Fourth World Conference  

on  Women. The United Nations, however, 

was recognised for its achievement of gender 

 parity in leadership positions.

The discussion paid particular attention 

to the unique ways Covid-19 has  impacted 

 women around the world. Women were  

recognised for their contribution as frontline 

health-care workers during the pandemic, 

but their comparative absence from leader-

ship positions in the health sector was also 

noted. The panellists also described rising 

rates of domestic violence against women 

and  disproportionate levels of job loss among 

 T he plenary Transforming Tomorrow by 

Advancing Gender Equality: The Role of 

Women in Diplomacy explored how  religion 

impedes or supports women’s empower-

ment. The panellists described obstacles to 

gender equality that they have faced in their 

own work and discussed how gender  equality 

 supports the diplomatic efforts of female  

religious leaders. The session was moderated 

by Dr  Alexander Görlach, a Senior Fellow at 

Carnegie Council for Ethics in International  
Affairs, and entailed a discussion with five 
women leaders, three representing the reli-

gious sector and two representing and sharing 

from a secular sector.

The panel comprised Ms Irmgard-Maria 

Fellner, Deputy Director-General for Culture 

and Communication at the German Federal 

Foreign  Office; Ms Sima Samar, former  Minister 
of Women’s Affairs in Afghanistan and  winner 

of the Right Livelihoods Award; Dr  Lilian 

 Sison, Chair of Asia and the Pacific Women 
of Faith Network Philippines; Dr  Suphatmet   

Yunyasit, Representative of Thailand to the 

ASEAN Women of Peace Registry, a Human 
Rights and Peace Studies Faculty Member at 
Mahidol University, the Secretary-General 
of Religions for Peace Interreligious Council 

of Thailand, and a Member of Religions for 
Peace International Women’s Coordinating 

 Committee  Thailand; and Ms Nihal Saad, Chief 

of Cabinet and Spokesperson to the High  

Representative for the United Nations Alliance 

of Civilization.

The roles that women and female  religious 

leaders play around the globe, as well as 

ways to advance the further engagement 

of these leaders, kicked off the discussion.  

Ms Irmgard-Maria Fellner stated, “We have to 
show clearly that we [women] are there, that 

we want to contribute something.” The  panel 

called for female leaders’ contributions to 

be recognised, and for women’s voices to be 

 incorporated in formal peacebuilding dialogue. 

This was emphasised by Ms Fellner: “Experi-
ence shows women have a crucial role to play. 

women as Covid-19 has exacerbated these 

pre-existing problems around the world.

The panellists ended by explaining how 

religion, when misused as a political tool  

to control and restrict women’s rights, can 

impede women’s empowerment. Religion at 

its core, however, promotes human rights and 

upholds gender equality. When these  religious 

ideals are upheld, Dr Lilian Sison said, then 

“Religion can be a source of inspiration in the 

performance of our work as women in our 

 profession and in our family”. Furthermore, 

Ms Irmgard-Maria Fellner underlined how  
“We have to combine the mandates, charac-

teristics and methodology of diplomacy and 

religions.”

Ultimately, the panel urged increased 

 access to education and the development of 

structural mechanisms to ensure women’s 

long-lasting participation and leadership. 

The participants denounced cultural violence 

against women and called for a commitment to 

gender equality in everyday practices. The dis-

cussion also highlighted the need for  women 

to mobilise female colleagues to pursue more 

political positions and leadership roles, as not 

only are women less likely to be found in these 

roles, but are also less likely to be encour-

aged to pursue these leadership roles in the 

first place. Allies were encouraged to increase  
the visibility of women already serving in 

 leadership positions.

The United Nations is working on a  project 

to grant women peacemakers and women 

 religious leaders a seat at the negotiating 

 table in conflict zones. 

Date: 11.11.2020  Time: 9:45–11:00 CET
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HEART Talk 
on Peace

 T he session HEART Talk on Peace explored 
the ways in which three different peacebuild-

ers worked towards peace in their communities.  

The interview was conducted by Mr David Eades,  

a  journalist at the BBC, and involved a discussion 
with three leaders in peacebuilding who shared  

personal experiences of peace work within their 

communities.

The interviewees were Ms Düzen Tekkal, a 

 journalist, filmmaker, war reporter, human rights 
 activist, and the founder of Hawar Help and German 

Dream Germany; Mr Jama Egal, the National Peace-

building Coordinator of the Somali Government;  

and Dr Mary McAleese, the former President of the 

Republic of Ireland. 

Ms Düzen Tekkal related her experience of 
 covering the persecution of Yazidis by ISIS in Iraq, 

and noted how, for years, the wider world ignored 

their plight. She recalled realising that, as a Yazidi 

and a journalist, she had a greater responsibility. 

She emphasised that it was through the power of 

 Yazidi women that the world first recognised the 
genocide against her people, and highlighted the 

moment when women who were in the hands of ISIS 

broke their silence as the pivotal moment of change. 

We have to be clear, she said, to differentiate that 

 religion is religion and terrorism is terrorism.

Dr Mary McAleese described her background 
growing up as a Catholic in a Protestant area in 

Northern Ireland, and recalled the sectarian violence 

that eventually led to her home being destroyed. 

These experiences gave her a passion to strive  

towards peace. She cited the conflict as a  classic 
failure of religion and went on to differentiate  

between religion and faith. She emphasised that 

it was the commonalities of faith among different 

 people that prompted leaders to build a common 

dialogue. Regarding religion, and the Christian  

tradition in particular, she noted how religions have 

accreted negative attitudes towards women that 

have then become embedded in cultures. Education 
was the biggest factor, she said, in encouraging her 

to interrogate the society she lived in.

Mr Jama Egal outlined the ongoing conflicts in 
 Somalia. Agreeing with Dr Mary McAleese, he said 
that while religion can be misplaced and  manipulated 

for other reasons, faith is what continues to inspire 

him. He acknowledged the challenges of holding 

onto faith while being confronted with terrorists 

destroying the country who were simultaneously 

drawing from their own faith to justify their actions. 

Regarding the role of women, he explained that the 

symbol used in the reconciliation framework, a milk 

container, is representative of the role of women 

in peace processes. Milk containers are made from 
different particles and must be stable to serve their 

purpose. Only when the particles are tied together 

strongly, meaning when all members of society are 

included in the peace and reconciliation process,  

will the container be able to hold the milk.

The participants agreed that commonalities of 

faith, if not commonality of religion, can bring 

 disparate people together for shared dialogue.  

Emphasis was put on the pivotal role women play  
in peace processes. 
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Hon. Ela Gandhi

Trustee of  Gandhi Development Trust and  

Religions for Peace Co-President South Africa

Left to right: Fr. Prof Cornelius Omenokhua, moderator Ms Manal Omar (top); 
Ms Lejla Hasandedic-Dapo, Ms Karima Bennoune (bottom)
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Plenary III: 
Keeping Faith in Times of Hate: 
Combatting Hate Speech as a  
Cornerstone of Conflict Prevention

 T he plenary Keeping Faith in Times of 

Peace: Combatting Hate Speech as a 

Cornerstone of Conflict Prevention discussed 

multi-religious efforts to combat hate speech, 

and cultural rights as building blocks for social 

justice. The panel also explored how religion 

can serve as a tool to end political strife and 

dismantle systems of oppression. The session 

was moderated by Ms Manal Omar, founder 

and CEO of Across Red Lines. 

Counter-narratives of peace were presented 

as the most successful way to fight against 

The panel was composed of Ms  Karima 

Bennoune, UN Special Rapporteur on  Cultural 

Rights and the Homer G. Angelo & Ann 

 Berryhill Endowed Chair and Martin Luther 
King Jr. Professor of Law at UC Davis School 

of Law; the Hon. Ela Gandhi, a Trustee of 

 Gandhi Development Trust and Religions 

for Peace Co-President South Africa; Fr. Prof.  

Cornelius Omonokhua, Executive  Secretary  
of Nigeria  Inter Religious Council; and Ms  Lejla  

Hasandedic-Dapo, activist of #Speech-

4Change, Liaison Officer for United Religions 
Initiative Europe, and member of the European 
Interfaith Youth Network Religions for Peace 

from Bosnia and Herzegovina.
Ms Manal Omar opened the session by 

 noting the crucial role that religious  leaders 

play as moral authority figures. She  addressed 
the ways in which religious leaders, faith 

 communities, and other stakeholders in 

 society can combat hate speech, both online 

and offline.
The discussion highlighted the need to 

rebuild a global “culture of human decency” 

within a human rights framework. Emphasis 
was placed on how cultural rights are vital for 

women, allowing them to participate in the 

formation of culture. The powerful  authority 

of religious leaders to facilitate dialogue, 

 mutual understanding, and social engage-

ment was highlighted during the discussion.  

At the same time, religious leaders shared 

their  experience of promoting peace to combat 

the false  narratives, agendas, and propaganda 

of terrorist groups.

The discussion addressed the need to  

listen to the “diversity of voices”, rather than 

assuming that one religious leader, often 

a man, speaks for a religious community.  

The panel called for gender-inclusive, inter- 

generational participation in the movement 

against hate speech. The Hon. Ela Gandhi 
remarked, “You can overcome prejudices 

by working together, living together, and 

 schooling  together. When you begin to know 

each other, you begin to love each other.” 

hate speech. Discussion and interreligious 

 education, as well as the responsibility of 

 religious leaders to provide multi-religious 

learning opportunities, were underscored as 

important outcomes. Emphasis was put on the 
need for interfaith collaboration to advance 

human rights, without excluding non-religious 

people. 

Date: 11.11.2020  Time: 16:30–17:45 CET

“YOU CAN OVERCOME  

PREJUDICES BY WORKING 

TOGETHER, LIVING  
TOGETHER, AND SCHOOLING 

TOGETHER. WHEN YOU  

BEGIN TO KNOW EACH  

OTHER, YOU BEGIN TO LOVE 
EACH OTHER.”
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From top to bottom:  
Moderator Mr Thomas Sparrow (left),  
Chief Rabbi David Rosen, KSG, CBE, Ms Lucy Calladine, 
and H.E. John Cardinal Onaiyekan 
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HEART Talk  
on Hate Speech
 T he session HEART Talk on Hate Speech 

 engaged religious leaders in a discussion 

about best practices to combat hate speech, 

and the responsibility of religious leaders and 

representatives from the business sector to 

spread  messages of peace. The interview was 

conducted by Mr Thomas Sparrow, a political 

 correspondent for Deutsche Welle. 

The panel consisted of Chief Rabbi  David 

Rosen, KSG, CBE, International Director of 
the Department of Interreligious Affairs in the 

American Jewish Committee and  Co- President 

of Religions for Peace (Israel); Ms Lucy  Calladine, 

Government Affairs and Public  Policy Manager 
of Countering Extremism at  Google (United 
Kingdom); and H.E. John  Cardinal Onaiyekan, 

Archbishop of Abuja at the Archdiocese of 

 Abuja and the Honorary President of Religions 

for Peace (Nigeria).

For the purposes of the conversation,  

hate speech was defined as public speech 
that expresses hate, online and offline, or 
 encourages identity-based violence. The United 

Nations has described hate speech as a threat 

to  democratic values and societal stability.

The discussion provided a platform for the 

individual sharing of personal experiences with 

hate speech and how religion can be misused 

to undermine the confidence and well-being of 

culturally specific. Ms Calladine discussed 
Google’s efforts to curb hate speech by funding 

projects, such as the global Google.org Impact 

Challenge on Safety programme, to support 

NGOs’ local offline efforts to curb hate speech 
and teach people to identify divisive narratives. 

The discussion acknowledged the tension  

between freedom of speech and protecting  

vulnerable communities.

Several action-oriented solutions were 

 presented to “transform tomorrow” through 

messages of peace, including increased  

education and the adoption of the IHRA  

definition of anti-Semitism. In the course of the 
discussion, it became apparent that intercultural 

and  interreligious dialogue needs to be 

strengthened, and institutions, NGOs, for-profit 
organisations, and multinational groups need 

to be held accountable for their speech and 

actions. Ultimately, calls for accountability are 

what will lead to long-term cultural change. 

The religious representatives emphasised 

the responsibility of faith leaders to help end 

hate speech, as well as the need to update 

 religious leaders’ training textbooks. While it 

may be impossible to eliminate hate speech,  

it is imperative that we learn how to manage  

it and how to curb divisive speech at the 

 community level. 

victims. As H.E. John Cardinal Onaiyekan said, 
“It is a misuse of God’s gift to use words in  

a hateful fashion.” The role of technology  

and social media in particular was noted as  

having introduced a dangerous new mode of 

disseminating hate speech. 

Rising anti-Semitism in Europe is one of 
the current challenges, and the issue was  

contextualised within both the current global 

political environment and the historical trope 

of anti-Jewish scapegoating. A call was made 

for more European governments to adopt  
the International Holocaust Remembrance 

 Alliance’s (IHRA) definition of anti- Semitism, 
which would allow hate crimes to be  prosecuted. 

In addition, the panellists emphasised the 

 importance and effectiveness of education as 

a method to teach children how to identify hate 

speech and overcome biases.

Through the presence of Ms Lucy  Calladine, 
the Government Affairs and Public Policy 

 Manager of Countering Extremism at  Google, 
the focus of the discussion shifted towards  

explaining various social media platforms’ 

 definitions of hate speech and their mecha-

nisms of enforcement, such as removing or 

demoting content. The panel acknowledged 

the challenges of stopping hate speech  

online, given that hate speech is so diverse and  

Date: 11.11.2020   
Time: 15:45–16:30 CET



Left: Bishop Munib Younan, Dr Nayla Tabbara;
right: moderator Prof. Riem Spielhaus
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Plenary IV: 

Values-Inspired Education

 T he plenary Values-Inspired Education 

 explored the incorporation of supple-

mental values-inspired instruction into our 

 education systems. The panel discussed the 

merits of religious education, the  challenges 

it faces, and the impact it makes on the 

lives of women in particular. The session was 

 moderated by Prof. Riem Spielhaus, Professor 

of Islamic Studies and Education at Georg- 
August University Göttingen. 

The panel was composed of Bhai Sahib 

Mohinder Singh, OBE KSG, Chairman of Guru 
Nanak Nishkam Sewak Jatha United Kingdom; 

Prof. Anantanand Rambachan, Professor of 

 Religion at St. Olaf College and Co-President 

of Religions for Peace (India/USA); Dr Nayla 

Tabbara, Co-Founder of Adyan Foundation and 

Co-President of Religions for Peace (Lebanon); 

and Bishop Munib Younan, Bishop Emeritus 
President at Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in Jordan and the Holy Land and Honorary 

 President of Religions for Peace (Palestine).

Prof. Riem Spielhaus began the session 

by noting that religion has always played an 

important role in education and, conversely, 

that education has always played an impor-

tant role in religion. She noted how a divide 

between religious and secular education has 

emerged in recent decades. She introduced 

the topic of discussion by addressing the 

by acknowledging the ways in which religion 

has also been used to justify gender  inequality. 

This idea was eloquently expressed by Prof. 

Anantanand Rambachan: 

“We must speak about these 

issues with a deep awareness 

of the ways in which many  

religious traditions have been 

complicit in perpetuating struc-

tures of gender injustice. Only 

with that kind of honesty will we be able to 

move forward.” 

Most importantly, religious traditions 
 remain one of the few places in the world 

 today where we can speak powerfully for a 

 single community of living beings. 

The panel concluded with a discussion 

of the challenges that face faith and values- 

based education. The panellists  acknowledged 

that there are many people who regard 

 religion with suspicion. Rather than  being 

transmission of knowledge about the self, 

the other, and spiritual values within the  

education system.

The panellists identified multi- religious 
teaching as a core component of values- 

based education. It emphasised that the  

purpose of learning is determined by its 

 application, and that this application is in 

turn determined by the person’s ethical  

character. Bhai Sahib Mohinder Singh said: 

“Secular education gen-

erally helps us to earn 

a living, while religious 

education helps us make 

spiritual progress. Educa-

tion is incomplete if it does  

not help us understand our purpose and  

ultimate goal in life.” 

Multi-religious teaching is more effective 
than traditional education in this regard, as 

it asks us to be good citizens for the common 

good of everyone.

Promoting gender equality was  identified 
as one of the key areas in which a values-based 

education can be effective. While there was 

consensus that examples of gender equality 

can be found in all religious creeds, the panel 

also noted that religious leaders must begin 

discouraged by this fact, they instead 

viewed it as a rallying cry to educate  people 

on what is really at the core of religion.  

Compassion in particular was identified as 
one of the essential tenets of religion. As Bhai  
Sahib Mohinder Singh put it: 

“If you want to find peace within 
 yourself, and if you are not merciful and 

 compassionate, you will become your own 

prisoner. No matter what you are doing, 

faith demands that you will never let go of 

 compassion and mercy.”

Prof. Riem Spielhaus added that, when 

speaking about gender issues, we must also 

touch on LGBTQ issues – none of these issues 
occur in a vacuum, and we must always  

consider how various identities intersect.  

The session concluded by emphasising that 

these discussions should continue throughout 

our daily lives as educators and religious 
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Moderator Mr David Eades with Ms Ani Zonneveld (top) and H.E. Bishop Elias Toumeh (bottom)
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HEART Talk  
on Education

 T he session HEART Talk on Education  

examined the motivation for and impact 

of education on multi-religious and intercul-

tural understanding, and was moderated by 

Mr David Eades, a journalist at the BBC. 
The panel comprised Ms Ani Zonneveld, 

Founder and President of Muslims for Progres-

sive Values, and H.E. Bishop Elias Toumeh,  

Orthodox Bishop of Purgou-Syria.
Ms Ani Zonneveld described 9/11 as an  

important moment and turning-point in her 

identity as a Muslim woman living in the  United 
States. The historical event strengthened her 

faith and led to the foundation of Muslims 
for Progressive Values. The Quran in essence 

teaches social justice, egalitarianism, and wom-

en’s rights. With her organisations, as founder 

and president, she has worked with Imams 

in Burundi to create an inclusive  curriculum 
by using Islamic human rights  language, 

among many other projects. In 2004, Ms  
Zonneveld released an Islamic pop album about 

the egalitarian values and teachings of her  

faith. However, many Muslim retailers in the 
United States would not sell Ms Zonneveld’s 

CD because she was a woman. The non- Muslim 
audience was a great deal more receptive. 

Both her music and her organisation serve 
as a form of education by changing attitudes  

towards and within Islam. 

Bishop Elias Toumeh described the difficult 
circumstances in Syria, which have allowed 

him to educate himself. With government  

approval, Bishop Toumeh took part in nego-

tiations with both rebel and Islamic groups,  

in essence creating an interreligious dialogue. 

The main focus of his work is on education 

through action. 

Despite the conflict, Bishop Toumeh  
has remained in Syria, choosing to stay in 

 order to educate those around him. He oper-

ates  educational centres for children and youth 

across religious boundaries through the  

Centres of Peace for Children. This initiative 

brings together children of various faiths to 

eat, play, and interact, so that they may feel a 

sense of unified identity as Syrians. Bishop 
Toumeh’s intention is to teach children to be 

 accepting, and not simply tolerant, of different 

faiths and religious practices.  Ph
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Moderator Grandmother Marie-Josée Rankin-Tardif with Ms Laura Vargas, Ms Audrey Kitagawa (top); Prof. Mary Evelyn 
Tucker, Ms Musonda Mumba (bottom)
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Plenary V: 

Keeping Faith by Nurturing a 
Sustainable Environment:  
The Role of Religious Leaders  
to Protect the Earth

 T he plenary Keeping Faith by Nurturing 

a Sustainable Environment: The Role 

of Religious Leaders to Protect the Earth 

 discussed the relationship between faith and 

the environment, and how religious leaders, 

particularly women, can play a role in the 

global environmental movement. The session 

was moderated by Grandmother Marie-Josée 

Rankin-Tardif, President of Kina8at-Together 

and an elder from the Anicinape (Algonquin) 

tradition of Canada and Member of the Inter-
national Women's Coordinating Committee of 

Religions for Peace.

The panel was composed of Ms Laura 

 Vargas, member of the Interreligious  Council 

of Peru – Religions for Peace, Interfaith 

 Rainforest Initiative (Peru); Prof. Mary Evelyn 

 Tucker, Co-founder and Co-director of the  

Yale Forum on Religion and Ecology ( United 
States); Ms Audrey Kitagawa, Chair of the  

Board of Trustees of the Parliament of 
the World’s Religions (United States); and 

Ms  Musonda Mumba, Chief of  the Terres-

trial  Ecosystem Unit at the United Nations 
 Environment Programme, Chair of the 
 Global Partnership on Forest and Landscape 

 Restoration (Kenya).

Grandmother Marie-Josée Rankin-Tardif 
introduced a short video produced by the  

Interfaith Rainforest Initiative about its work  

in Colombia, highlighting the importance of 

collaboration between religious and Indige-

nous communities on different levels.

Covid-19 and other diseases were  identified 
as symptoms of a planet sick because of the 

damage that has been caused by humans. 

 Natural resources must be recognised as a 

source of life, and not just resources for  human 

consumption and exploitation. Ms  Laura 
 Vargas noted that, “When God’s  creations 

groan, we have to listen.”

The world’s Indigenous Peoples have 

 always  understood that humanity cannot be 

saved without retaining the  integrity of the  

environment. Prof. Mary  Evelyn Tucker said, 
“We cannot have healthy people on a sick 

planet. There is no  future on our  planetary 

life without a sense of a shared  future.” 

 Indigenous People living in the forests of the 

Earth were identified as the first  guardians  
of our ecosystems.

The growing role of religious leaders in the 

environmental movement was both noticed 

and  acknowledged. The United Nations has 

 recently begun to recognise the importance 

of working with faith-based organisations 

as true partners. The panel emphasised the 

 importance of striving to include a diversity 

of  voices in this work, including diversity of  

gender,  religion, and age. Panellists touched 

upon the work that younger generations are 

 doing for the environment and stressed the 

 importance of empowering today’s youth 

to fight against  climate injustice in order to 
 create a better world for future generations.

As Ms Audrey Kitagawa reminded us,  
“If we destroy the environment, then we 

 destroy ourselves. We must cultivate our 

 inner lives and ground them in ethical 

 principles and values.” 

Date: 12.11.2020 Time: 16:30–17:45 CET



Left to right:
Ms Blanca Lucía Echeverry, 
Dr Sadhvi Bhagawati Saras-
wati, and Mr David Eades
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HEART Talk on  
Environment

 T he session HEART Talk on Environment 

engaged women of faith leaders involved 

in environmental conservation in national, 

regional, and global contexts and fora. The 

session was moderated by Mr David Eades, a 

journalist at the BBC.
The panel comprised Ms Blanca Lucia 

 Echeverry, a Country Facilitator at the Inter-

faith Rainforest Initiative (Colombia), and Dr 

Sadhvi Bhagawati Saraswati, President of the 

Divine Shakti Foundation and Secretary-Gen-

eral of the Global Interfaith WASH Alliances.

The session opened by referencing the 

words of Dr Charles McNeill (Senior  Advisor 

on Forests and Climate at the United 

 Nations Environment Programme), who was 
a  panellist at the 10th World Assembly of  

Religions for Peace in 2019: 

“We are reaching, surpassing and crit-

ically ignoring the tipping points that are 

damaging our planet today in terms of 

 climate change, loss of biodiversity and – 

as a result – in human rights.” Dr McNeill  
added that “in 2018 no fewer than 164 

 environmental defenders were murdered, the 

majority Indigenous Peoples protecting their 

own lands.” Speakers were then invited to 

 address these issues.

The talk addressed deforestation in 

 Colombia and its political consequences. 

Data from Ideam was cited that 754,623 hec-

tares of forest have disappeared since 2016. 

The conversation highlighted multi-sectoral 

efforts by governments, the United Nations, 

NGOs, Indigenous Peoples, and  international 

organisations. Religious leaders and faith 

communities are called upon to highlight the 

moral responsibility to protect forests and 

use their unique political influence to mobi-
lise and educate people about deforestation 

and the rights of Indigenous Peoples and 

forest communities. Speakers discussed the 

concept of the Interfaith Rainforest Initiative 

for uniting religious traditions in denouncing 

tropical deforestation as a major ethical and 

moral problem that must be stopped.

The discussion then turned to the way that 

Indigenous  People view the ancestral knowl-

edge present in all the spaces of Mother Earth 
(the Pacha Mama) that is manifested to them 
in their minds and feelings. They called  

for sensitisation of religious leaders to 

 understand Indigenous spiritualities and ally 

with Indigenous groups to protect the envi-

ronment. The panel highlighted how Indige-

nous groups are economically disadvantaged 

by deforestation. The Interfaith Rainforest  

Initiative in Colombia (IRI-Colombia) is lobby-

ing the government to modify the National 

Development Plan and the Nationally Deter-

mined Contributions, the National Policy on 

Climate Change, and the Pact of Leticia. 

IRI-Colombia is a good example of a multi- 

stakeholder collaboration, since they are 

working with the Colombian Congress to 

draft laws to protect rainforests and the 

rights of Indigenous Peoples. Finally, the right 

to a healthy environment was discussed in 

the context of human rights. The session con-

cluded with participants reflecting on the role 
of interfaith organisations in environmental 

protection. Religious leaders were urged to 

affirm the moral imperative to protect the 
Earth, evidenced in holy scriptures. Ph
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Left to right: Prof. Evelin Lindner, Prof. Takaaki Ito, Ms Fatima Hallal and Mr David Eades
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HEART Talk on 
Transformation

 T he session HEART Talk on Transforma-

tion focused on the various efforts that 

are needed to spark a global transformation 

based on positive peace. The session was  

moderated by Mr David Eades, a journalist  

at the BBC.
The panel comprised Prof. Evelin Lindner, 

Founding Director and President of Human 

Dignity and Humiliation Studies; Ms Fatima 

Hallal, a Junior Researcher at the Hartford 

Seminary on Interreligious Relations and a 

member of the Religions for Peace Interna-

tional Youth Committee; and Prof. Takaaki 

Ito, Professor of Spiritual Care in the Program 

in Death and Life Studies at the Graduate 

School of Applied Religious Studies at Sophia 

University. 

Prof. Evelin Lindner emphasised that in 
order to achieve a global transformation, 

every citizen in the world needs to become a 

diplomat of peace and dignity. She explained 

that in many societies today there is negative 

peace, kept in place by systematic “cogito-

cide” (killing of ideas), military means, and 

traditional male roles of domination. This 

 “immunitas” (keeping one’s community shut 

off from the outside world) and “communi-

tas”(opening one’s community to exposure 

from the  outside). He noted that  immunitas 

leads only to the hardening of internal 

 power  hierarchies, while communitas leads 

to real change. The source of transforma-

tion,  according to Prof. Ito, is looking into 

one’s own system and finding injustice and 
 indignity within. He re-emphasised that all 

persons of faith are diplomats.

type of peace leads to the destruction of 

our global community. She highlighted the 

need for positive peace, as defined by mutual 
 solidarity in the global village. She noted that 

a culture of peace needs to bring together 

the courageous heroism that was formerly 

reserved for males with the care work that 

was formerly delegated to women.

Ms Fatima Hallal told her story, from 
 growing up in a small town in Lebanon to 

studying international affairs abroad to  living 

with two women of different faiths in the 

 United States. She recalled some of the chal-

lenges she faced in attempting to follow her 

own path. She spoke to the ability of young 

people to introduce a new form of politics 

that she calls “youth politics”. These politics 

are more inclusive and revolve around the 

question of how to share power, rather than 

just seize it.

Prof. Takaaki Ito talked about some of 

the frustrations of being a person of faith in 

 Japan, where religion is not always respect-

ed or given a space in the public sphere.  

Prof. Ito explained the difference between 

Prof. Evelin Lindner stressed the need for 
everyone to give it their all and hold hands 

together in dignity. Prof. Takaaki Ito noted 

that faith communities are able to play a 

large role by seeking out those who are 

 ignored and listening to their voices and 

 caring for them. Ms Fatima Hallal empha-

sised that being active in civil society is 

 revolutionary work and encouraged the 

 disruption of power dynamics wherever they 

occur. 

Date: 13.11.2020 Time: 09:00–09:45 CET
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Lightning 
Talks

In these ten-minute Lightning 

Talks, speakers shared inspiring 

thoughts and personal stories 

as faith-based actors during the 

pandemic. Faith actors were asked 

about interreligious  collaboration, 

the greatest lessons they had 

learned, and how their religious 

communities have changed. The 

session was moderated by Bishop Dr 

Margot Käßmann, former  

Chairperson of the Evangelical 

Church of Germany and a  

Co-President of Religions for Peace.

Date: 12.11.2020  
Time: 11:30–12:30 CET

The discussion centered on the Covid-19 humanitarian crisis, acknowledging that religious organisations 

are often the first responders in crises. It emphasised the multi-religious imperative to address the current 

pandemic. Religions for Peace’s Multi-Religious Humanitarian Fund, which currently has 20 operational 

 initiatives, was introduced as a tool to respond to humanitarian crisis collaboratively and effectively across 

all faiths and sectors of societies. The discussion also noted how social cohesion requires systematic 

 collaboration among religious organisations.

Prof. Azza Karam 
Secretary General of 
Religions for Peace

What’s Multi-Religious 
Got to Do With It?

The conversation began by emphasising how Covid-19 has revealed a need to address the structural 

factors that lead to poverty, powerlessness, and inequality. The gendered effects of the pandemic were then 

explained. Women have historically been positioned as “better caregivers”. As a result, 60–70% of Covid-19 

frontline workers are women, according to UN Women. It was noted how the assembly has provided a new 

framework for men and women to work together on women’s issues.

Dr Kezevino (Vinu) Aram 
President of Shanti Ashram 
and Co-Moderator of Religions 
for Peace

Gender, Covid-19, and 
Local Communities: Can 
the Future Be an Equal 
World for Our Children?

Ms Emina Frljak shared her experience of the first time she encountered sacred sites outside her own faith 

tradition and engaged with diverse religious leaders. She described how peace, empathy, active listening, 

and dialogue-driven education allow for social cohesion, and highlighted the pandemic as an opportunity 

for interreligious action. Interreligious humanitarian aid was described as the ultimate form of living out 

religious scriptures and traditions.

Ms Emina Frljak  
Program Coordinator for Youth 
for Peace; Member, Religions 
for Peace International Youth 
Committee

Bishop Dr Margot Käßmann  
Former Chairperson of the Evangelical Church 
of Germany and a Co-President of  
Religions for Peace.

From Being Other  
to Being Familiar: An 
Experience of Interfaith 
Encounter

Ms Laura Anyola Tufon shared her experience working with religious organisations in Cameroon, which she 

described as a divided country. She spoke of how assertiveness helped her develop policies to allow women 

to hold locally elected church positions, and for men, women, youth, and persons with disabilities to work 

together. She also underlined the role and importance of women as local peacebuilders. “As women of faith, 

we can all craft human security in an insecure world.”

Ms Laura Anyola Tufon  
Coordinator for the   
Justice and Peace  
Commission

Crafting (My) 
 Security in an  
Insecure World

“I know if I keep breathing and keep believing, we can find a way to get out of the violence we have here.”  

Ms Sharon Rosen kicked off by talking of how a positive view of the world is necessary to envision the change 

you would like to see in the world. While globalisation has revealed how connected we are, Covid-19 has also 

demonstrated our interdependence. Her talk called for more empathetic and compassionate collaborative 

efforts to fight the pandemic through sharing information and resources, and described inclusivity as the 

best way to create peaceful, just, secure, and healthy societies.

Ms Sharon Rosen  
Global Director of Religious 
Engagement at Search for 
Common Ground

Breeeathe and 
Believe
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 H ence the story of Shaima, fleeing the war, 
kidnapped as a victim of trafficking. Is 

there still hope? You cannot live without it.

Among stones, deserts, mountains and 

dust, a group of brave Arab women gives life 

to Wells of Hope, to give answers to the  drama 

of trafficking, together with the worldwide 
network Talita Kum – women of different reli-

gions who live in Lebanon, Jordan, Syria. They 

move between borders, conflicts and  refugees. 

 D r Thoraya Obaid, Former Executive 
 Director of the United Nations Population 

Fund, Saudi Arabia moderated the discussion 

of the film Wells of Hope by Ms Lia Giovanazzi 

Beltrami, Director and CEO of  Aurora Vision, 
which highlights Christian,  Druze, and Muslim 
women’s interreligious work to stop human 

trafficking in the Middle East. The  documentary 
film also revealed how war and refugee move-

ments have exacerbated the  human traffick-

ing crisis. 

“This film is about the common belief that 
God created us to restore hope after desper-

ation, justice after injustice, love after hatred, 

respect after humiliation,” Dr Obaid said. 

Visit Lia Beltrami 

online

They want to restore the dignity of the victims 

and rebuild the dignity of the abused people. 

The path is not easy, but the determination of 

these women will open a new way.

“The day we left Syria, the bombings were as strong as rain....” 

Film Screening and Discussion 
With the Director

Ms Beltrami discussed the purpose of the 
film, which was to create awareness, prevent 
further  human trafficking, and to support 
women  activists. Discussion also addressed 

how value symbols, such as water and the 

 Seven Pillars of Wisdom Mountain, reflect the 
interfaith work of the women highlighted in 

the documentary. 

Labour trafficking, sex trafficking, and 
 organ trafficking were discussed to reveal how 
human trafficking is perpetrated in various 
forms. Ms Beltrami underscored the power of 
interreligious collaboration to eliminate 

 human trafficking and urged women not to 
lose hope.  

BEST DIRECTOR

The Indie for You 

USA

BEST  

DOCUMENTARY

Rio Independent 

Film Festival, Brazil 

BEST SOCIAL  

MESSAGE  

DOCUMENTARY

Vesuvius  

International Film 

Festival 

BEST HUMAN 

RIGHTS  

DOCUMENTARY

5th International 

RushDoc Film  

Festival

SPECIAL MENTION

for the best  

documentary for 

social involving, 

 Los Angeles, USA 

BEST  

DOCUMENTARY

Altrimondi Film 

Festival 

BEST  

DOCUMENTARY

Bridge Film Festival 
Vancouver, Canada

BEST  

DOCUMENTARY

Spring Film Festival 

Barcelona, Spain

BEST  

DOCUMENTARY

Benin City Film 
Festival, Nigeria

BEST  

PHOTOGRAPHY

Dramatica Film 

Festival, Barcelona, 
Spain

BEST  

DOCUMENTARY

VIP Film Festival 

Barcelona, Spain

BEST  

DOCUMENTARY 

SHORT

Iconic Images Film 

Festival, Lithuania

BEST  

DOCUMENTARY 

SHORT

Under The Stars 

International Film 

Festival, Bari, Italy

AWARD WINNER

Madras Independent 
Film Festival, India

Date: 12.11.2020  
Time: 11:30–12:30 CET
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 I n this webinar, officials from the  European 
External Action Service (EEAS), Sweden, 

Switzerland, and the United States shared 

their experiences and reflections on the theme 
of Women, Religion, and Peace. They explored 

successes and best practices in diplomatic 

 engagement with female religious and civil 

 society actors, as well as the inherent complex-

ities of dealing with multiple and overlapping 

identities, communities, and bureaucracies in 

the context of this work. 

The panel was organised in partnership with 

the Transatlantic Policy Network on  Religion 

and Diplomacy, and composed of Ms Merete 

Bilde, Senior Policy Advisor,  European External 
Action Service; Ms Ulrika  Sundberg, Special 

Envoy to the OIC, Intercultural and  Interfaith 
Dialogue, Swedish Ministry for  Foreign Affairs; 
Dr James Alexander, Policy Advisor, Strategic 

Religious Engagement, US State Department; 
and Ms Sonya Elmer-Dettelbacher, Program 

Manager, Religion, Politics, and Conflict, Swiss 
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs. The 

panel was moderated by Dr Susan Hayward, 

Fellow in Religion and Public Life, Senior 

 Advisor for Religion and Inclusive Societies,  

US Institute of Peace.

Speakers reflected on their foreign minis-

tries, or multilateral organisations, and how 

they as diplomats engage in this nexus.  Often 

religious engagements and peacebuilding 

 efforts tend to be male-dominated, yet on the 

ground women are at the forefront of efforts 

in violent situations – situations of cultural, 

social, structural, institutional, and direct vio-

lence. Women do this work while also facing 

obstacles in their religious and state institu-

tions. This panel sought to understand how 

diplomats engage with these experiences, and 

how they partner and work with women of 

faith worldwide in peacebuilding efforts.

There was consensus on the panel that 

peacebuilding is one of foreign policy’s main 

objectives. First and foremost, the goal is the 

cessation or reduction of violence. Then it is 

of utmost importance to find ways towards a 
lasting peaceful coexistence. There has been 

an increasing realisation that women are an 

essential part of finding a solution, as well as 
an increasing awareness that religious actors 

and organisations also have an important role 

to play. 

Four major challenges in peacebuilding 

were cited in the discussions. First,  Resolution 

1325 on women, peace, and security has 

 increased awareness, and brought forth activ-

ities surrounding women’s inclusion, yet there 

is a tendency to essentialise women – they are 

to speak solely on gender issues. The second 

challenge is religious blindness: religion in 

the public sector is not prominent, causing 

 difficulties in recognising religious actors and 

their roles in development and  peacebuilding. 

Third, the panel agreed that agendas to  include 

women and agendas to include  religious 

 actors exist in parallel worlds, as if there is 

no intersection. Finally, there is a tendency in 

diplomacy and peacebuilding to engage with 

leaders of institutionalised religious organisa-

tions in which women are underrepresented. 

Religious understanding and engagement in 

peacebuilding and peace-making and wom-

en’s inclusion are diametrically opposed; this 

sets back the cause of Resolution 1325. Thus, 

the participants raised the question of how we 

can ensure collaboration between these two 

worlds of action.

The 25th anniversary of Resolution 1325 

called for an analysis of experiences and 

 knowledge gained as a result of this policy on 

women, peace, and security. Advisory councils 

and women’s mediators’ networks, for   example, 

have been active for the past  quarter-century. 

Moving forward with Resolution 1325 requires 
good leadership, implementation, local owner-

ship, and taking responsibility.

Women are often excluded because of 

 stereotypical ideas about the roles of men and 

women in society, posing a large  challenge. 

Furthermore, working with religious leaders 

has been met with hesitancy. There is a  secular 

blind spot. To combat “religious  illiteracy”, 

some governments have provided certain  

diplomats with house training. Since religion  

is a powerful force in a lot of societies, 

 diplomats must recognise that they need to 

work with  important leaders within those 

 religious spaces. 

Effective diplomacy requires the incorpora-

tion of religious leaders, actors, and commu-

nities – and women of faith, even if they are 

not always identified, play a significant role in 
foreign policy issues and initiatives. Diplomats 

need to think about the religious landscape 

of their societies, how to use it, and how to 

 engage with men and women of faith. 

There is a need to go beyond the traditional 

engagement with religious leaders, to include 

diverse views that may emerge from engaging 

women religious leaders. 

Women of faith should not be seen 

through their leadership title, but through 

their contribution on the ground, because 

women often take on informal leadership 

positions. 

Their inclusion is essential for achieving  

development goals.

There is an increase in practical approaches 

and academic research on how to overcome the 

liberal secular paradigm. Projects cited by the 

speakers reinforced the need for dialogue be-

tween the religious and secular sectors, going 

beyond religious and interreligious dialogue. 

There was an overall acknowledgement 

of the imposition of Western, often secular,  

beliefs in countries where religion holds  value, 

causing more harm than good. Diplomatic 

work takes time and requires  understanding 

and sensitivity about country contexts. It is  

important to understand the religious and 

political-religious landscape, and to recognise 

the roles that are played by women of faith.  

For Westerners working in development, 

self-reflection is crucial. 

Fireside Conversation with Diplomats 
on Religion, Women and Peace Date: 12.11.2020  

Time: 18:00 CET
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Ambassador Dr Volker Berresheim,  
Head of the Religion and Foreign Policy Division,  
German Federal Foreign Office

 T o a casual observer, a close connection 

between religion and diplomacy may not 

immediately seem plausible. But with ever 
closer and more complex international rela-

tions, foreign policy is increasingly becoming 

a task of understanding and shaping not only 

the interaction between states and govern-

ments, but also between societies. However, 

when it comes to interests or complex clash-

es of interests between or within societies, 

the classic instruments of intergovernmental 

 diplomacy are proving less and less capable  

of recognising, assessing, and influencing  
interdependencies with sufficient precision.

Meanwhile, religions are and remain the 
most powerful civil society organisations in the 

world. More than 80% of all people describe 
themselves as believers; their faith permeates 

their lives and actions. Where conflicts exist or 
arise, for example, religious aspects are often 

important parameters that elude administra-

tive-political or diplomatic influences.
For all major religions, peace and striving 

Religions and  
foreign policy

for peaceful coexistence play a central role. 

Despite different perceptions, interreligious 

 dialogue between spiritual leaders has proven 

to be a way to take up the great challenges of 

our societies in mutual respect and joint action. 

Interreligious dialogue is possible at all levels 

and in all social structures and is increasingly 

being practiced. Religions for Peace has been 

the most important interfaith organisation in 

the world for over 50 years. With over 30,000 

volunteers in more than 90 countries, it is 

an important contact for  politics –  including 

 Germany’s foreign policy and a growing 

 number of other foreign policy actors.

In 2019, on behalf of the German Bundestag, 
the Federal Foreign Office with the support of 
the Bavarian State Government has organised 
the 10th World Assembly of Religions for Peace 

in Lindau on Lake Constance. The Foundation 

Peace Dialogue of the World Religions and Civil 

Society was established to organise the event. 

In 2020, the 1st Assembly on Women, Faith & 

Diplomacy was organised from the same loca-

tion – again with the support of the German 

Bundestag. Among the 1,500 participants 
were religious leaders as well as diplomats 

from all over the world.

The goals and themes of these  conferences 

– creating and maintaining peace, deepening 

bilateral and multilateral partnership  between 

religious communities, governments, and 

 institutions, preventing and transforming 

 conflicts, preventing violence, strengthening  
religious options and rights of women and youth 

– reflect challenges that are  similarly  important 
and are becoming increasingly  crucial for  

religions, interreligious structures, as well as for 

diplomacy and international politics. 

In order to permanently resolve conflicts 
– especially when they are supposedly reli-

giously motivated – the parties involved must 

accept and, if possible, support a common 

solution. This often requires breaking down 

deeply and long-rooted convictions. This needs 

sustained, argumentatively credible cognitive 

processes. For example, only more power-

ful religious convictions that delegitimise 

 hatred and violence can work against religious 

 fanaticism. Resolving antagonism towards 

supposed “infidels” is almost always a major 
challenge. Interreligious understanding has a 

particularly visible effect here. Examples are 
the strong images and words at meetings of 

the Pope with top-ranking exponents of Islam. 

State policy cannot generate such narratives, 

but it can support them, especially if broad 

and sustained international support can be 

demonstrated. Diplomatic efforts are essen-

tial for preparation; religious competence of  

diplomats plays an important role.

Apart from grand gestures, rapprochement 

at the micro level in people’s immediate living 

environment can change their view of conflicts. 
This is where religions are particularly effective, 

as their unique feature in social processes is 

their direct access to the thinking of  believers. 

Interreligious mutual respect of the faith of 

others is convincing when it is practised by 

religious role models and not just imposed  

by the state.

An increasing number of foreign  services 

now recognise these connections and are 

creating structures that deal with upholding 

freedom of faith and belief as a human right, 

that seek to protect religious minorities from 

oppression, and that examine or practice 

 cooperation with religions as a component 

of modern foreign policy and diplomacy. For 

some years now, diplomats and scholars 

from about twenty states have been working 

together in the Transatlantic Policy Network 

on Religion & Diplomacy. Members of this 
network were actively involved in the Lindau 

conferences, have moderated events, and 

deepened contacts with participating religious 

leaders. The first joint initiatives have emerged 
from this or have since been launched with 

promising results.

The close cooperation with Religions for 

Peace is a stroke of luck for German foreign 

policy, and at the same time an opportunity  

to develop new approaches and components 

for a diplomacy that, together with partners, 

can face the great international challenges  

of our time more promisingly than before. Ph
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Wednesday, 11 November 2020

Mother Earth, Mother Africa,  
and Religious Imagination
This session focused on the impact of  climate 

change and Covid-19 on African women.  During 

the conversation, participants explored some 

Earth-friendly perspectives for  empowering 
faith-based communities and leaders to 

 effectively address the contemporary envi-

ronmental crisis. The session showcased the 

contributions of African women theologians 

on issues that affect their communities, such 

as HIV/AIDS, climate change, and Covid-19. 

The speakers demonstrated how women can 

empower themselves and their communities, 

and how the interpretation of religious texts 

can serve as a source of inspiration and power.

Wednesday, 11 November 2020

Protecting Minority Rights and  
Overcoming Discrimination in  
West Africa – the Impact on Peace  
and Gender Dynamics
The session looked at current challenges in 

Western Africa, particularly Cameroon and 

Central African Republic, ranging from  violent 

atrocities committed against minorities to 

the overall political crisis. The impact on  

gender equality and the role of youth in working  

towards improving the future and actively 

building peace was also discussed. 

 T o provide sufficient space for interaction and discussion among participants from around the 
world, 18 Interactive Breakout Sessions were organised and held over two consecutive days 

of the assembly on 11 and 12 November. Small groups of 15–40 participants per session allowed 

for in-depth conversations on some of the most pressing topics affecting communities and the 

whole of society today. The sessions were facilitated by a variety of international diplomats and 

religious leaders, as well as representatives from different UN entities and the European Union.

Reporting from  
Interactive Breakout 
Sessions

Wednesday, 11 November 2020

The Role of Religious Leaders for  
Conflict Prevention in East Africa
This session demonstrated the opportunity for 

religious leaders, and particularly women and 

youth, to play an integral role as  guardians 

of peace in both East Africa and the entire 
 continent. Participants discussed how religious 

leaders should confront the political conflicts 
affecting their communities. Some partici-

pants expressed the opinion that religious 

leaders should not put themselves outside of 

the political realm, and instead speak out and 

be the model of human dignity.

Wednesday, 11 November 2020

Interreligious Collaboration and 
 Diplomacy: The potential of the  
Papal Encyclical Fratelli Tutti
Fratelli Tutti is Pope’s Francis’ third Encyclical 
and inspires diplomats to unpack moral values 

in diplomacy and “negotiate in modesty”. The 

discussion defined diplomacy not as efforts to 
translate national interest, but as a reminder 

of the oneness of humanity. The workshop 

prescribed concrete actions moving forward, 

calling for embassies to improve their  cultural 

attachés or create interreligious attachés for 
diplomats to engage in multi-religious educa-

tion. The discussion concluded with a call to 

continue strengthening Religion for Peace’s 

Interreligious Council (IRC) platforms to 

 support diplomacy, multilateral organisations, 

and the common good. IRCs currently  facilitate 

regular roundtable discussions with public  

authorities and diplomats at different levels.
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Wednesday, 11 November 2020

Freedom of Thought, Conscience,  
and Religion: How to Protect What is 
Under Threat
Topics of discussion included potential limita-

tions on freedom of speech and hate speech, 

as well as the importance of interreligious edu-

cation, discriminatory laws against faith-based 

organisations (FBOs), and women’s work in 
FBOs. Participants also explored the nexus  
between freedom of religion and thought, 

and examined how religious communities can 

 foster tolerance in modern societies.

Thursday, 12 November 2020

Peer-to-Peer Learning on Gender 
Equality, Human Rights, and the  
Responsibility of Faith Actors
This interactive breakout session focused on 

perceived or real tensions between gender 

equality and religion(s). The exchange among 

participants sought advice and  experiences 

on how faith actors are defending  women’s 

 human rights, including during the current 

 pandemic. This peer-to-peer learning aimed 

at creating a platform for exchanging new  

insights and best practices to ensure the  

integration of gender-sensitive responses,  

using the Faith for Rights framework and its 

recently launched #Faith4Rights toolkit.

Thursday, 12 November 2020

Values-Inspired Education: Women’s 
Leadership in Inclusivity and Diversity
During this session, the role of values- inspired 

education was discussed from a variety of 

angles. It was mentioned that both teacher 

training and parent training are extremely 

 important. The involvement of parents means 

that they will understand what is taught in the 

classroom and will be better able to support 

their  children; this approach would create 

a  stronger platform for understanding and 

 tolerance. At the same time, it is also impor-

tant not to impose values and morals on other 

people. A key skill here is listening. Listening 

will enable us to learn about different ideas, 

values, and perspectives.

Thursday, 12 November 2020

Gender and Communication – Change 
your Words – Empower Yourself
This workshop focused on how women can 

change their words to empower themselves, 

using media in a positive way for gender equal-

ity. Participants shared personal experiences 

and discussed how to effectively communicate 

to create a world of mutual respect, under-

standing, and dignity. The session concluded 

by emphasising how women’s perceived indi-

vidual competence, rather than their position, 

is crucial. The workshop trainer explained how 

our attitude, poise, and language shapes how 

others perceive us. She encouraged partici-

pants to reflect upon how our inner dialogue 
defines our body language, our vocabulary, 
and our personal aura.

Thursday, 12 November 2020

Faith’s Role in Combating Hate Speech 
on Social Media
This session focused on the role of faith 

 communities in combating hate speech in 

 social media. It highlighted the responsibilities 

of faith communities and their capacity, skills, 

and knowledge to combat hate speech in so-

cial media, and emphasised the responsibility 

of each individual, whether people of faith or 

secular individuals. Part of the discussion was 

an assessment of practice examples and tools 

that can be used to combat hate speech online.

Wednesday, 11 November 2020

The Future of Religious Plurality  
in Southeast Asia
Rev. Kyoichi Sugino, Deputy Secretary  General 

of Religions for Peace, facilitated the session 

and emphasised that dialogue is the best 

way to solve problems and fight against war. 
He  noted that wherever dialogue is involved, 

 religions can play a key role. Participants 

agreed that national and regional interre-

ligious mechanisms should be created to  

establish the habit of collaboration on peace  

efforts. They also emphasised the importance  

of recognising the role of women and youth 

religious leadership.

Wednesday, 11 November 2020

Overcoming Racism, Anti-Semitism, 
and Discrimination in Europe
This breakout session primarily focused on 

the current challenges of Jewish Europeans 
and the harassment and job discrimination 

religious women face in a secular world. The 

discussion concluded with a call to use  existing 

structures to fight discrimination, racism, and 
anti- Semitism, as well as emphasising the need 

for better education, and not just for youth. 

It is also time for the general population to 

transform discriminatory biases through life-

long learning, urging preemptive interreligious 

coalition building, and for bridge building  

between religious and non-religious people.
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Thursday, 12 November 2020

Religion and Diplomacy in  
Central America
Latin America continues to have deep crises 

that cause the population to cease trusting 

 authorities. There are seven regional obstacles: 

armed violence, migration, corruption, racism, 

poverty, environmental protection, and the 

lack of strong democratic processes. The dis-

cussion urged the strengthening of  dialogue 

between diplomats and faith-based actors and 

leaders in an institutionalised manner to help 

address these challenges in the region.

Thursday, 12 November 2020

Demographic Changes, Religions, 
and Politics
Demographic changes are one of the five main 
challenges humankind must to overcome to 

achieve the Agenda 2030 SGDs. The session 

addressed the needs of growing global pop-

ulations, requiring multilateral collaboration. 

Religious institutions, religious leaders, and 

community-based religious service providers 

are permanent features of community life, 

and thus have a key role to play in addressing 

 demographic changes. 

Thursday, 12 November 2020

Fighting Gender-Based Violence
This session focused on contributing to the 

global effort to combat sexual gender-based 

violence (SGBV). In many parts of the world, 
women face the hardships of not just one 

pandemic, but two. For countless women and 

children, Covid-19 lockdown restrictions have 

resulted in an alarming escalation of sexual  

violence. This has created an urgent challenge 

for organisations fighting this scourge. Lever-
aging the possibilities of forensic DNA science 

in some of the world’s most affected or under- 

resourced areas, this approach aims at bring-

ing perpetrators to justice, and – ultimately – 

contributing to the prevention of SGBV.

Thursday, 12 November 2020

The Role of Women of Faith in  
Protecting the Earth
This workshop focused on three case studies 

of inspirational women whose campaigns and 

initiatives have had a profound impact on 

protecting the Earth. The session explored 
what lessons can be learned from these 

 examples, and what actions need to be taken 

to strengthen collaboration in protecting the 

earth. Religious communities were encour-

aged to engage in innovative partnerships 

with community leaders, business leaders, 

and government actors. Leading multi-faith 

organisations were identified as potential 
partners: Australian Religious Response to 

Climate Change, GreenFaith  International, 

and the Interfaith Rainforest Initiative. Speak-

ers also highlighted the United  Nations  

Environment Programme, the International 
Society for Krishna Consciousness, and the 

 Ecodharma network. Participants were en-

couraged to look internally – both personally 

and collectively – but also to try to influence 
policy and decision-making; faith leaders and 

faith-based organisations should engage in 

policy dialogue with civil society leaders on 

environmental matters. The 2021 UN  Climate 

Change Conference was identified as an  
opportunity for collaborative multi-faith  

influence. The workshop discussed the Faith 
for Earth Coalition that will soon launch,  
engaging high-level religious leaders and  

establishing a council for young faith leaders 

and CEOs of faith-based organisations. 

Thursday, 12 November 2020

Multilateral and Interreligious 
Cooperation in Northern Africa
The workshop addressed questions  concerning 

the capacity of interfaith dialogue and col-

laboration to advance peacebuilding efforts 

in Northern Africa, and explored the role of 

 women in this sphere. There was a brief pres-

entation on the Islamic World  Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization. The 
workshop acknowledged the opportunity that 

online connectivity provides in allowing for a 

virtual space of attentive listening and open 

dialogue. Participants noted how the current 

global Covid-19 crisis has taught them not  

only the importance of learning from each 

 other, but also the importance of  diplomacy 

and strengthening collaboration to tackle 

 societal problems.

Thursday, 12 November 2020

Brexit: No Reason for New “Troubles” 
in Northern Ireland
The session addressed Brexit’s potential negative 
impact on Northern Ireland, and how it might 

 affect communities or cross-border relations. It 

also explored the role of religious communities 

and faith-based organisations within this context. 

The workshop called for grassroots efforts to help 

the most vulnerable and people in need. Partic-

ipants noted how faith-based organisations and 

religious leaders – thinking long-term and trans-

nationally – can often operate in these spaces 

more effectively than traditional political parties 

and create spaces for negotiation. Participants 

acknowledged how religious organisations can 

support accountability and democracy in times of 

crisis. Some proposed that the European Council 
of Religious Leaders (ECRL-RfP) lead consulta-

tions with existing churches and religious bodies 

about the way forward, putting the spotlight on 

ordinary women and men of faith who lead grass-

roots efforts on both sides of the border.

Thursday, 12 November 2020

Religion and Diplomacy in South  
and Southeast Asia
This session focused on challenges faced by 

women of faith in diplomatic spheres, weigh-

ing the benefits of diverse representation in 
faith and gender and the need for dialogue 

between religious leaders and government  

officials. The participants also touched upon 
 regional issues surrounding women’s rights 

and justice, discussing issues at the political, 

socio-economic, and cultural levels.
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 O n the second day of the 1st Assembly on Women, Faith & Diplomacy, a moving ceremony was 

held at the Ring for Peace in the Luitpoldpark on the shore of Lake Constance.  Women of the 

Religions for Peace Chapter Augsburg-Swabia conducted an inspiring and beautiful  multi-religious 

ceremony for peace.

Barbara Schönhofer, Bahá’í:

SON OF BEING! 
Thou art My lamp and My light is in thee. Get thou from it thy radiance and seek none other 
than Me. For I have created thee rich and have bountifully shed My favour upon thee.  
(Bahá’u’lláh, Hidden Words, arabic 11)

SON OF SPIRIT! 

With the joyful tidings of light, I hail thee: rejoice! To the court of holiness, I summon thee; 

abide therein that thou mayest live in peace for evermore.  

(Bahá’u’lláh, Hidden Words, arabic 33)

With light as a symbol of divine love and guidance I associate the hope that religions will 

understand that we all are members of one family.

Tanya Smolianitski, Judaism:

My name is Tanya Smolianitski. I am representing a voice of Jewish people here. I will read 
two texts about the light from the book Genesis. 

Text 1, Genesis chapter 1, 1-5, about the light of the first day:
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless 

and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering 

over the waters. 3 And God said, ‘Let there be light’, and there was light. 4 God saw that the 
light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light ‘day’, 
and the darkness he called ‘night’. And there was evening, and there was morning – the 
first day.”
Text 2, Genesis chapter 1, 14-19, about the light of the fourth day and the creation of the sun, 

the moon, and the stars:

 “And God said, ‘Let there be lights in the vault of the sky to separate the day from the 
night, and let them serve as signs to mark sacred times, and days and years, 15 and let 

them be lights in the vault of the sky to give light on the earth.’ And it was so. 16 God made 

two great lights – the greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to govern the 

night. He also made the stars. 17 God set them in the vault of the sky to give light on the 

earth, 18 to govern the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness. And God 

saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening, and there was morning – the fourth day.”

I hope that both lights, the light of the first day of the creation and the light of the fourth 
day, may help us to build first the future and then remember the past. 
“May You shine a new light on Zion and may we all speedily merit its light! Blessed are  
You Hashem, Who fashions the luminaries.”

Peace & Light 
Ceremony
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Elisabeth Naurath, Christianity:

Jesus speaks in the sermon on the mount (Matthew 5, 14-16):

“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people 

light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead, they put it on its stand, and it gives light to 

everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see 

your good deeds and glorify God in heaven.”

I associate with this light the hope that despite all the darkness in this world we must not 

get discouraged.

May the lights of our candles here shine all over the world. May they strengthen our belief in 
the good and encourage us to carry on with our efforts for peace. 

And especially may these lights encourage all girls and women not to hide their lights, but 

to show them openly and to take responsibility in religious institutions, society, and politics. 

It is time that the voices of all people, young and old, women and men, who call for peace, 

shall be heard all over the world. 

It is time for all religions to raise their voices for bringing peace to the world.

Dilsad Öz, Islam:

“Allah is the Light of the heavens and the earth. A 

likeness of His Light is like a niche wherein there is a 

lamp; the lamp is in a glass, and the glass is as if it 

were a brightly shining star, lit from a blessed olive 

tree, neither eastern nor western. The oil would almost 

give light by itself, though no fire touches it. Light upon 
light – Allah guides to His Light, whom He pleases, and 

Allah sets forth parables for people, and Allah has full 

knowledge of all things.” (al-Nur, 24/35) 

I associate with this light the mercy of Allah which, 

as he says in the Quran, encompasses all things. His 

mercy is limitless, timeless, and eternal. Given the 

fact that Allah is so merciful and compassionate to his 

 creation, I think giving the slightest harm to anyone 

under his name is the biggest insult that one can 

inflict to Allah. I think showing mercy and compassion 
to  others, no matter which religion, colour, belief, 

 ethnicity, or gender they have, is the key to happiness 

in this world and the hereafter.

Sibylle Becherer, Buddhism:

I am reciting a passage from 

the Lotus Sutra, an ancient 

Buddhist scripture, and this 
part is from the chapter called 

“Supernatural Power”:

“As the light of the sun and 

moon can banish all obscurity 

and gloom, so this person 

as he advances through 

the world can wipe out the 

 darkness of living beings.”

I associate this light with 

the hope that all of us are able 

to use our faith to overcome 

darkness and fear and create 

a hopeful and joyful life, so 

that we can be people who 

wipe out the darkness from 

the hearts of human beings.

In these texts, the positive message of the light of the religions is clearly visible:

With the joyful message of light, I greet you. 

God saw that the light was good.

You are the light of the world. 

Therefore, let your light shine for others. 

God is the light of all the heavens and the earth. 

The light of the sun and moon can banish all gloom.

Barbara (Baha‘i) 

 associates the 

light as a symbol 

of divine love and 

guidance with the 

hope that religions 

will understand that 

we are all members 

of one family.

Tanya (Judaism) 

associates the light 

with the hope of 

being able to create 

a good future. 

Elisabeth  

(Christianity)  

encourages all girls 

and women not to 

hide their light but 

to take  responsibility 

in public life.

Dilsad (Islam)  

associates the light 

with the boundless 

grace of God and the 

conclusion that there 

is no greater insult 

to God than to cause 

suffering to another 

human being.

Sibyl  (Buddhism) 

associates the 

light with our 

being able 

to  eradicate 

 darkness from 

the hearts of all 

people.
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 T hank you, Professor Karam. It is an 

 honour to join you from India. In 24 hours, 

we will pause to celebrate the festival of 

lights in India. And I think these celebrations 

 become  important amid the Covid pandemic 

crisis  because we pause to see the light that 

is around us and the light that we must seize. 

But now I want to go back to what I have 
taken away from the 1st Assembly on Women, 

Faith & Diplomacy and to look what could be 

the next steps forward as a member of the  

Religions for Peace family. 

Many, many years ago, I was attending 
a class on the purpose of education by a 

 professor of Sanskrit and Hindu studies. And 

she said one of the purposes of a teacher in 

the learning context is to help students ask 

the right questions. 

And if I may say that during the Covid-19 

crisis we not only have traditional forms of 

leadership, but the entire community around 

us has in some ways become indicative of 

not only the problems we face but also the 

 solutions that our community can face. Then 

I think this assembly is an extension of that 

idea that our own communities can be very 

 important sources of learning. 

For me, the first point to take away from 
this assembly has been what you mentioned 

in the introduction, Professor Karam, which 

is in the midst of polarisation, in the midst 

of violence, in the midst of confrontation, in 

the midst of divisions of every nature, we are 

 finding  intersections between really important 
sectors – government and governance, faith 

 communities and what faith can do in  solving 

some of the bigger issues that humanity 

 faces. And the voices of women, coming from 

an  experiential space, but also coming, very 

 importantly, from their own vision of the world. 

So, the framework and its relevance is some-

thing that has stayed in my mind from here. 

We have heard many voices. And as my 

 second point, please let me emphasise how 

 important it is to hear different voices.  Diversity 

is not just for a quota on documents or  looking 

at our communities and saying we are diverse. 

Diversity must be an important part of our 

conversation today, so that the richness that 

we have in the forms of our  various  diversities 

– whether it is gender, whether it is faith, 

whether it is expertise, whether it is presence – 

in structures that can change community can 

enrich the way we work together. 

And the third point for me has been, as 

our colleague Emma was sharing the Global 
Interreligious Council Directory, the need to 

stay connected. I remember many years ago 

at the end of one our meetings on networking 

and building of the infrastructure at Religious 

for Peace, somebody casually said, “Is this a 

network of networkers?” And I think there 

was some truth to that. Many people keep on 
building networks and we do not know where 

the networks have roots, and we do not know 

where the networks will end up. 

But for us in Religious for Peace, we have a 
history of 50 years and we know  precisely where 

the membership of our network  emanates. It 

emanates in the smallest of  communities that 

are built around faith and a common desire 

to build peace. And these  networks connect 

the local to the global and the global to the 

local. At this assembly,  Professor Karam, we 

are also looking at lateral networking, which 

means starting to reimagine ways of working 

together. 

With this in mind, I’d like to come to my 

 final point. Having had this framework and 
having spent some time deeply looking at 

what the common challenges that we need to 

face are, not just in the times of Covid – which 

is a unique moment in history. I mean, we are 

now facing the second wave and the third 

wave, we are anticipating more people to test 

positive, we are anticipating that more people 

may even lose their lives.

The Covid crisis has made visible what we 

have not done right in the past: Addressing 

 iniquities and addressing power structures 

that do not allow for collaboration. And this 

has been precipitated and accentuated during 

the Covid pandemic. 

Now, what do we do from here? During 

this assembly we have seen some practical 

ways in which we can help during these trying 

times. We have heard about the Multi- religious 
 Humanitarian Fund that has been created, 

which can support concrete action on the 

ground. We have heard about initiatives that 

focus on violence against women, that focus 

on leadership, and that focus on  peacebuilding 

infrastructures that can make the voices of 

men and women heard alike, who address 

gender issues. I think concrete steps will be 

something that we have to take forward. 

To conclude, my takeaways from this 

 assembly are the multi-religious framework 

and its relevance, not only during Covid, but 

in the diverse issues I mentioned before as 

well. I think it is also important that we keep 

the spaces open to hear multiple voices. And 

not only does faith inspire, but faith equips 

you with a certain openness of the heart, to 

listen to one another, to listen with respect, to 

listen with an open mind, so that what we do 

together will actually be representative of the 

diversity. Going forward, we will also be able to 

implement a few concrete programs that can 

help us see how this collaborative framework 

will work. 

Mahatma Gandhi once said, “Faith does 
not admit of telling alone, it has to be lived”. 

And I think no greater moment in recent years 

has given us a chance of living this faith in 

totality and in connection with the needs of 

people. So, Professor Karam, I hope we will 

continue to work, and we will continue to  

listen to one another. The crisis will deepen 

in the next months. And I think it is for us to 

find our faith, but it is also left to us to find 
these new structures, so that we may pave the 

way for our societies to become safer and pre-

vent some sections of our society from  being 

 afflicted with poverty, violence, disregard, 
and marginalisation. So again, the words of 

 Mahatma Gandhi, “Faith does not admit of 
telling alone”. Thank you, Professor Karam. 

Dr Kezevino (Vinu) Aram 
Director, Shanti Ashram; Co-Moderator, 
Religions for PeacePLEDGE FOR CHANGE
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 T hank you very much, Professor Karam. It is 

a great joy to be with you all again. And in-

deed, if I think about how I feel about the whole 

conference, it is a sense of how  wonderful this 

conference is, how wonderful its  testimony is. 

First and foremost, to the amazing organisa-

tion that Religions for Peace is. 

Earlier today, we heard some laments about 
all the conflicts and the threats that we face in 
our world today. And of course, these are real. 

Even though, as the story of Steven Pinker has 
pointed out, that in fact there are fewer  conflicts 
today in our world than there have been in 

 previous historical eras. But  today, modern 
technology has brought all these things into 

our living rooms. And  therefore we are so much 

more aware of all the negative in the world. 

Unfortunately, what improves  ratings, whether 

it’s for TV or for newspapers, it tends to be the 

negative and not the  positive. But the knowl-
edge about this amazing  collaboration, more 

interreligious  understanding, communication, 

and  collaboration than ever before in human 

history, is not known to the vast  majority of 

our world. But we who are being part of this 
movement and who have been privileged to 

listen to them and even participating in this 

conference know that it is amazing good news 

and amazingly hopeful for the future indeed of 

humanity at large. 

But perhaps the most awe-inspiring thing 
has been just seeing this gathering of such 

eminent and inspiring women from across the 

globe being brought together, which I think 

is a wonderful achievement. And not least of 

all in this regard, our Secretary General, you 

 Professor Karam, and I’m very excited and 

feel very privileged that I have been on the 

 presidium of Religions for Peace to witness your 

election to the leadership of this  organisation. 

That itself testifies surely perhaps more than 
anything else of how serious this organisation 

takes the aspect of female leadership, and of 

the commitment we have to it and hopefully 

the example we are setting for others to follow 

in our footsteps. 

With regards to a takeaway, let me share 

with you a concern of mine. I can‘t say I’m 
terribly comfortable with this word, “faith”, at 

least not in the way it‘s used with such a broad 
brush without really defining it. Very  often 
 people talk about it as a synonym for hope, 

sometimes used as just something  amorphous 

that is ill-defined. We even heard a very 
 prominent, eminent woman leader  contrast 

faith as the good spirituality with r eligion, 

which was  portrayed as the bad  spirituality. 

But the truth is faith, which has essentially 
been doctrine, has been as responsible for 

atrocities  throughout the course of history as 

much as any organised structure of religion. 

And religion is more than just faith. Religion 

has to do with community, has to do with a 

sense of belonging, has to do with ethical  

values, with how we practice, and it has to do 

with texts, and has to do with narratives. And 

all these things are enormously important. 

But in my own tradition, which is like many 
other religious traditions or learning traditions, 

education is a critical aspect. And it‘s not just 

education in terms of just general skills and 

competencies. It’s education out of a sense 

that only if you are the personal possessor of 

your heritage can you adequately represent it, 

let alone communicate it, let alone lead. This 

means that education is a critical factor. 

If I have any criticism of this programme, 

which was such a wonderful programme, and 

obviously you can’t include everything, is that 

there was not perhaps also the dimension for 

people to hear from the different religious 

communities about their texts, about their 

narratives, about dealing with these texts in a 

manner that actually enhances the dignity and 

the place of women within society at large. And 

I suppose as a pledge, that’s what I think I need 

to do. I need to ensure that amongst my own 

grandchildren, amongst future  generations, 

we look at texts, narratives, community 

 belonging, in a manner that embraces the  

female as much as the male. It’s interesting 

that the word diplomacy that is part of the title, 

is taken from the word diploma, which comes 

from the Greek, meaning a folded-over letter. 

And very often what we’ve done in history is 

basically to cover over the female presence. 

But what we need, of course, are both sides of 
this letter. We need that complementarity. And 

I think that this conference has  demonstrated 

the importance of it. And I hope that I,  

in my own small way, will be able to en-

sure that both young boys and girls will  

understand the importance of that  

complementarity for their own dignity,  

and for the well-being of society. Thank you 

again. 

Chief Rabbi David Rosen, KSG, CBE, International Director, Department of Interreligious Affairs,  
American Jewish Committee; Co-President, Religions for Peace

PLEDGE FOR CHANGE
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 T hank you, Professor Karam. It has been 

an honor and a deeply touching and 

 nurturing experience to listen to such a whole 

of remarkable and inspiring leaders, experts, 

diplomats for the past three days. People of 

any faith or belief, women and men from all 

over the world having so much in  common 

when it comes to their values of peace, 

 equality, and justice, as well their profound 

sense of  responsibility for the planet. 

In the Hindu tradition, we are given the 

 poetic images of Shiva and Shakti as embodi-

ments of the masculine and feminine  principles 

that duel in everything. Two  polarities that 

pervade the entire universe and out of whose 

dance or interplay the entire reality unfolds. 

And even if instead of Shiva and Shakti, I 

talked in terms of  electrons and protons or 

matter and  anti-matter, negative or  positive 

magnetic poles, even a modern scientist 

would not object to this kind of assumption. 

I mentioned these concepts to highlight once 

again that feminine qualities of kindness, care, 

 service,  solidarity, compassion,  empathy, and 

intuition, and  masculine qualities of  rationality, 

strength, and dynamic action, are potential 

 talents in both women and men. And such 

talents can be harmoniously nurtured in 

everyone. And announced since a young age, 

through a wise and a high values-inspired  

education. 

Unfortunately, we are the offspring of 

 centuries-long marginalisation and constrain-

ing of the feminine talents and the women 

with them to the intimacy of the family and the 

household sphere at best, while the exercise of 

masculine qualities has been left free to rage 

as blind power in the public male-dominated 

arenas. We have seen the results: war, violence, 

injustice, gender bias, and the exploitation,  

or even abuse, of the most vulnerable and of 

nature. 

In the last few decades, we have seen a 

tremendous acceleration for positive change. 

Champions and pioneers have been and are 

still struggling for that, and devoting their 

work and lives. We have been in the presence 

of extraordinary ones in this assembly. Still, 

we know that out there lots of people do not 

consider gender equality a priority. Many are 
not even aware that gender inequalities may 

represent an issue at extended levels. And we 

know that there is also stronger resistance 

to change in some contexts. But unbalances 
cannot last forever. Life itself is a continuous 

change and a quick global change of direction 

is now most needed. 

We have been reminded of global statistics 

telling us that the world is a religious place. 

 Religious institutions, leaders, and commu-

nities have then agreed to this responsibility, 

and the role to play, that’s obvious. And we 

cannot ignore that a change in internal  gender 

rules and norms may be more challenging 

for historically, strongly gendered religious 

institutions and traditions, as well as for the 

secular ones. Multi-faith networks definitely 
help with open and sincere mutual listening, 

and texts reflection among traditions. And may 
religious leaders always listen to, and equally 

value, all members of their communities, men 

and women, boys and girls, and whomever is 

in between, seeking divine inspiration through 

and from each and every one of them. 

It has been brilliantly told in one of the 

 interactive breakout sessions that interreli-

gious dialogue is diplomacy. Broadening this 
idea, cross-gender intercultural, intergenera-

tional dialogue and cooperation are all forms 

of diplomacy. We can say that coping positively 

with any diversity requires diplomacy. Let us 

envision together a future where diplomacy is 

not barely a way to negotiate, compromise, or 

find alliances against enemies or competitors. 
Rather it should be a way to integrate multiple 

perspectives and value systems to reach the 

very highest good for all people as such, and 

for the planet we all share. And let us further 

work together to empower multi-faith plat-

forms, like Religions for Peace, as inclusive and 

inspired think-tanks, catalysts, and incubators, 

aiming towards innovative positions, positive 

solutions in all fields of life for the common 
good. To conclude, may there be truth and 

peace in everyone’s mind, heart, words, and 

action. Shanti Shanti Shanti. Thank you. 

Maria Christina Kaveri Cantoni, Chair, Tathata Vrindham International; President,  
European Women of Faith Network, Religions for Peace

PLEDGE FOR CHANGE
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 P rofessor Karam, greetings from Hanover 

to Lindau, from the North of Germany 

to the South of Germany. First of all, let me 

 congratulate you and your New York team and 

the team in Lindau for the way in which you 

made this conference possible in times where 

we cannot meet in person. I was  blessed and 

lucky to be there for the first two days, but I 
think we all miss meeting in person and just 

shaking hands, hugging each other, and 

 talking face to face. But I guess the way you 
made the conference possible is a great source 

of hope for many. We can encounter and we 

can see each other, and we can thank God for 

this technology as well in these times of the 

pandemic. And I want to give a sincere thanks 

to you for leading this conference and all the 

others in Lindau and New York, helping us 

meet in this way. 

You have asked: What are the pledges I take 

from this conference? 

In these last days I have seen so many 

 convincing, brilliant women from different 

 religions and from different parts of this world. 

The question I have in the end is: Why are  women 

so rare in representing their religion  publicly? 

Rabbi Rosen just talked about our narratives 

and our texts, which belong to our faith. And 

I would like to come together with  other 

women and ask what is, with the  censorship 

insight, the fear we have in speaking out,  

in criticising our institutions, in bringing 

our feminist theology to the schools and to 

the  parishes we live in? Why is it that we are 

 silenced so easily? I was very moved by the 

Lightning Talks I was allowed to moderate 

 because there we had women telling their very 

personal stories. And by telling it, not  being 

emotional and somehow not worthy, but by 

just telling it, they gave insights into what 

has to happen. Especially, I want to remind 
that  encountering, meeting others, talking 

 personally to others from different religions 

and different contexts is a learning process  

in itself. 

In my years serving as a bishop, I have 

very often heard people say about women, 

“She’s not a good theologian because she‘s 
too  emotional”, or “She‘s telling too many 
stories”. But I think without telling stories our 
theology is not true, it’s not down to earth. In 

my own  tradition, Jesus was telling stories, 

and by  telling stories he revealed something 

about how God is, what the love of God means. 

So, my first pledge is, let us look into our 
scriptures and narratives as Rabbi Rosen said, 

or let‘s talk among women, but also with men, 
about what prevents women from  leadership in 

our religions. I want religion being  represented 

by women, not only at the local level, but also 

at the international level. 

Furthermore, we talked about diplomacy. 

Women should be involved in peacebuilding 

negotiations, because we have heard such 

convincing stories of how brilliantly they do 

that, because they care. Many of them are 
mothers, but whether they are mothers or 

not, this mode of care is something that is 

much more important for women, I think, than 

 power. On the other hand, they should want to 

have power as well, because you need some 

power in order to bring peace to the world and 

to convince others. So, this is my first point. I 
would like to talk more about what prevents 

women from leadership. 

And the second point is the youth. We talked 

a lot about representing women and change 

that can come by including women’s voic-

es. But especially yesterday, when the youth 
talked about Mother Earth, our planet, saving 
the planet or the creation, or what’s created by 

God, I thought that these young people have to 

be included much more. We need intergenera-

tional talks. The insight of young people has to 

be heard. And I hope that Religions for Peace 

will do that in the future. Listening to young 

people is a good point. Very often old people 

like me – I‘m a  grandmother of seven by now 
– need the insights of the young to help you 

overcome something you thought you could 

never change. So, when I was young and was 

in the central committee of the World Council 

of Churches for the first time, we  hardly dared 
to speak as young people. 

So, I would like Religions for Peace to 

 encourage young people to speak. And I would 

like the older persons in this organisation to 

truly listen and be interested in the voices of 

the young who will have to shape not only 

the future of our religions, but also of our 

 societies and our planet. And we know that our 

 planet Earth really needs care, so that future 
 generations can live on it. 

Last but not least, it has been a pleasure. 

I’m grateful that Religions for Peace has the 

Multi-Religious Humanitarian Fund in these 
days, especially. And I hope that we can 

 really bring signals of peace to this world, in 

a time when religion is stigmatised as  being 

the source of conflict very often. We can 
make statements and make it very clear that 

 religion is not a source of conflict, instead we 
want to be part of conflict resolution. That is 
very important as a signal in this world today. 

And I thank everybody who has been engaged 

in this process, in this conference, and I hope 

to meet again soon in person. And thank you 

again for engaging. 

Bishop Dr Margot Käßmann, former Chairperson, Evangelical Church of Germany; Co-President, Religions for Peace
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 T hank you very much, I am happy to be 

here. I would like to say that my pledge 

from this great assembly, the very first 
 Assembly on Women, Faith & Diplomacy, 

is hope. I can see the light at the end of the 

 tunnel. I see a lot of hope for women. I see a lot 

of hope for the youth. I see a lot of opportuni-

ties, light for all of us, to work together. So that 

has strengthened me not to give up, never to 

give up, no matter the situation, no matter 

how difficult it may look. Because from what 
I have heard from great leaders across the 

universe, their experiences, those of  women, 

men, youths, everybody, all have shown me, 

all have proved to me that we are thinking in 

one direction – the direction of joint action, 

the direction of inclusiveness, the direction of 

collaboration. Everybody is important in this 
journey, in the journey of peacebuilding, in the 

journey of sustainable human development, in 

the journey of peaceful existence. Everybody is 
important, everybody is necessary. And that is 

what I have seen, and that is what I am taking 

away. And this is why my pledge is to never 

give up. I have decided that I will not see any 

hopeless situation. Sometimes we are the ones 

who are hopeless, we lose hope easily. There is 

no hopeless situation. All we have is not to lose 

hope, never to give up, because I have seen the 

lights at the end of the tunnel, I have seen a  

lot of opportunities. 

Recently in my country, in Nigeria, as many 

of you are aware, there are these peaceful 

 national protests on the EndSARS issue. I 
just wanted to use it as an example of what 

 women and men and even the youth are 

 doing. You know, this most recent protest 

was initiated by the Nigerian youths to end a 

unit of the  Nigerian police force that has been 

 r esponsible for the extrajudicial killings of 

citizens,  brutality, extortion, and many other 

crimes against humanity. The peaceful protest 

was started to end SARS and was initiated on 

the 1st of October. But it was later politicised 
with allegations of government-sponsored 

anti-talks. Some of the Muslim speakers that 
were interviewed during that protest alleged 

that they embarked on the venture to disrupt 

the peaceful protest, because the aim of the 

protest was to discredit the Buhari Regime 
by Christians. Unfortunately, this has been 

going on daily, and it is not true because in 

that  protest both Christians and Muslims are 
standing there together. And in fact, on  Friday 

during that period of protests, Christians 

 waited and sat by the side, watching their 

Muslim friends say their prayers on the streets. 
On Sunday, the Muslim youth did exactly the 
same for the Christians. 

So, I wonder, where is this issue of  religious 

aspects of the violence? How did it come 

about? How did these arise? This became 

a very, very big issue. It became an issue of  

discriminatory behaviour, both on the sides of 

Muslims and of Christians. 
As a woman or faith, as a sister, as a 

 mother who understands the agony of our 

young  people and the pain of losing a family 

 member, I quickly rallied key Christian and 

Muslim  women in the country for a press 
conference. We got the media for a press 

 conference. Through that process, we joined 

our voices with those of other concerned 

 citizens, the male religious leaders, and the 

youth to calm down this situation by telling 

both the government and our youth that 

this is not us against them, or North versus 

South, or even Muslims against Christians, 
but a  common fight against injustice, against 
 brutality, and against bad government, which 

is not immune to any religion. 

So, I am certain that men and women and 

youth, from different parts of the continent, 

have also played similar roles in intervening 

and influencing cases of conflict, resolution, 
and development at different levels. And this 

is what I want to encourage: joint effort. Joint 

efforts are very, very important. It is all that 

we need to win these fights. And as I said in 
the opening ceremony of this assembly, if we 

feel that women do not have the capacity, 

I am pleading, please help us to build those 

necessary capacities so that we continue to 

do what is expected of us. So, my pledge once 

again is never to give up, never to lose hope 

no matter the situation, because I have seen 

the light at the end of the tunnel. The light I 

see is that all sectors, men, government, UN 

agencies, youth, everybody – they are ready to 

work with us. They have seen the need and the 

importance of including and involving women 

actively, in all aspects of peacebuilding, in all 

aspects of human development. Thank you 

very much. 

Rev. Sr. Agatha Ogochukwu Chikelue, Nun of the Daughters of Mother Mary of Mercy; Co-Chair Nigerian & African Women 
of Faith Network; Executive Director Cardinal Onaiyekan Foundation for Peace; Chair, International Women’s Coordinating 
Committee of Religions for Peace
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 T hank you so much for having me,  Professor 

Karam, and congratulations on the suc-

cessful and out-of-the-ordinary  assembly, and 

to everyone involved in making this happen. 

It has been an honor and a  privilege for me 

to be part of this event, and also to be part 

of a great team of young  interfaith youth 

and  journalists from around the world, the 

 Religions for Peace Youth Media Team. It 
was a great  experience to be here in Lindau 

 behind the scenes, and also to participate in 

the  discussions and  conversations  online, 

like all the other  participants. The themes 

and the  aspects  covered are so relevant and 

 important, to have this look at faith, women, 

leadership, and  diplomacy. The speakers were 

great and gave inspiring food for thought, be 

it on the climate crisis, hate speech, gender 

equality, or  education. The discussions were 

about finding and  proposing solutions. And 
that is something that the youth admire. We 

appreciated this focus on the future and find-

ing ways to change the world into a better 

place and  tackle the issues at hand. 

If you ask me what the youths’ role is in 

transforming the future, my response would 

be: The youth is here. We are ready and willing 

to make a difference. We are up for the task. 

And I hope you understand that you can trust 

us. Well, sometimes youth is being told, “You 

are the leaders of the future” or “You are the 

future”. I prefer to say that the youth is the 

present. We are here and we have opinions and 

ideas, and we are active, engaged, and crea-

tive, with the goal to change what is to come. 

And inspiration for that we get from our faith 

base and awareness that we are  connected 

with each other. The power of divine love and 

light, like my colleague from South Africa 

mentioned, is what grounds us and helps us 

to refocus, to change perspective when neces-

sary, and lead a more compassionate life. 

In the past days, many of the talks I watched 

and the conversations I had – the  testimony, 

stories, and ideas of strong, passionate women 

leaders, online as well as offline here in Lindau 
– sparked this feeling and sense of divine love 

and interconnectedness within me. Especially 
an interview with my colleague from the Youth 

Media Team head with Ms Musimbi Kanyoro 
stuck with me. She said, “Know the world that 

you want to be part of, and then work to make 

it happen”. So, our way to transform the future 

starts with us as individuals. That is me, that  

is my colleagues here, the ones you are  going 

to hear in a few moments, but also every-

one on their screens. The youths have ideas, 

 opinions, and a vision for a world that they 

want to live in. 

This conference was an amazing space to 

also contribute to the breakout sessions and 

the Lightning Talks, as well as in the plena-

ries. I was so glad to see my amazing young 

female leaders from the Speech for Change 

project present what started as a small idea 

in a workshop one-and-a-half years ago. Back 
then the European Interfaith Youth Network 
from Religions for Peace and the Women of 

Faith Network of Europe came together to 
discuss issues at hand, and hate speech was 

one of them. A project idea was developed, 

and now there is a team of interfaith youth in 

the  Balkans, working to counter hate speech 
for activities of education and advocacy, for  

 diversion and inclusion. 

So, the youth is present and engaged. 

My most recent experience has been their 
 involvement in the Youth Media Team. It was 
brought to life in 2019 for the 10th Religions 

for Peace World Assembly here in Lindau and 

brought  together a talented team of  interfaith 

youth and journalists from diverse back-

grounds, nationally and religiously. Back then 
they  covered the assembly, bringing in their 

unique perspective, young, engaging, and 

on social media. Now in 2020, what  started 

as a small training programme has turned 

into something bigger and more meaningful. 

 Relationships and friendships have formed 

and the wish to change the world for a  better 

place, working towards inclusive, positive 

peace, and playing our part and making use of 

 social media. This programme has sustained 

this  endeavour. I experienced this team as a 

 beautiful example of how interfaith youth 

collaboration can work. And even though my 

team was across the world, we came  together 

every day, we discussed and shared on the 

conference topics. We decided to highlight 

aspects of personal relevance and created  

inspiring, fun, creative, and even meditative, 

social media content. So, if you haven‘t  noticed 
their contributions, make sure to check out 

their channels.

A few years ago, I attended a Christian 

event, and in a discussion group I posed a 

question in a small group – we were only four 

people. And I was basically shut up by an older 

person in that small group, and he said, “We 

discussed this topic 40 years ago, and now is 

not the time and place to go there again”. I 

mean, obviously this is not how to do it.  

Instead, as we heard before, give youth the 

space and the room to explore and rethink, 

and bring in their fresh perspectives and 

 angles. This year’s conference and me being a 

part of the Youth Media Team has brought me 
a deep sense of hope for the future. I believe 

that when you bring youth together and to the 

table, something rich and new will spring from 

it. And just as last year’s project turned to do 

something meaningful, relationships, belong-

ing, and the will and motivation to keep going, 

and work for that dream to come true, maybe 

we can meet for the next conference here with 

a focus on youth, faith, and diplomacy? In this 

assembly, the youth voices were heard and 

taken seriously. You made room for us, and we 

are grateful for that. We hope that the  religious 

leaders and communities continue to take up 

that responsibility to equip, empower, and  

encourage youth to pursue a vision for our 

common future. So, the youth is present and 

willing to be change-makers for an inclusive, 

just, and hopeful future. Thank you so  

much. 

Lydia Funck, General Secretary, Church and Peace; member of Religions for Peace Youth Media Team
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 T hank you for having me and thank you 

for this amazing assembly that we have 

been part of for the past three days. For me, 

these past three days have been the definition 
of inspiration. They have given me the chance 

to listen to all those amazing men and women 

working to change the world. For me, speaking 

about change is something that puts pressure 

on all of us, not only on me – on women and 

men, young and older, and religious leaders 

and people of faith. 

For the last ten years, I have been on 

a  constant quest to define change and to 
 understand my role in making the world a 

 better place. I have always felt overwhelmed 

just thinking about it, having a million 

 questions nagging me on a daily basis. What 

can I do as an individual? Where do I fit in all 
of this? Why do I matter? I am a young, Middle 
Eastern woman. Will my voice really be heard? 
Will my opinion really matter? 

After ten years, I still have many questions. 

However, I now understand that the answers 

to those questions do not really matter. What 

matters is that I as an individual hold the  

responsibility to respect diversity, to promote 

solidarity, and to protect human dignity. 

I know that those are pretty broad values 

and values that are being crushed on a  daily 

basis with a plethora of challenges in the 

 modern world, especially in the Middle East. 

However, my religious social responsibility 

pushed me to commit on an individual level to 

the following: Be on constant lookout for hate 
speech in my country and beyond and take 

part in all efforts that try to combat it, whether 

on social media or through my daily life. This, 

too, has been inspired by one of the breakout 

sessions that I attended yesterday.

Contributing to education on diversity and 

inclusive citizenship in both public and  private 

schools, as well as universities, is something 

that Adyan Foundation has been working 

on through various forms of non-formal 

 education for several years now. It is time to 

teach the younger generation that othering 

leads us nowhere, and that the different  other 

is not someone to be feared but someone 

to be celebrated. I pledge to work as much 

as  possible with researchers, legal activists, 

and local authorities to bring about creative 

 policies that respect both freedom of expres-

sion and  freedom of religion or belief and  

that are also inclusive of women, youth, and 

minority groups. 

Furthermore, during one of the breakout 

sessions two days ago we saw how thin the line 

is between freedom of expression and freedom 

of religion or belief. I pledge to  contribute to 

the propagation of a positive alternative  media 

narrative on social and  traditional media to 

highlight the stories of real heroes, aiming 

to preserve human dignity and inspire future 

generations to come. 

I also pledge to consider that my life overall 

is a learning journey, and that I should always 

seek to learn more from people who think, 

work, and act differently than I do. And I think 

this assembly was the epitome of this learning 

journey. 

As for my commitment to support multi- 

religious collaboration, I will summarise it 

through four main Es. The first E is Empow-

ering religious leaders, including women 

and youth, to assume their roles as change- 

makers in their local communities, and to 

work hand in hand with all of us to combat 

hate speech and violent extremism. 

The second E is Expressing, through 
 encouraging religious communities to collabo-

rate, and creating coalitions to publicly  protect 

human dignity and individual freedoms. It 

is time for religious leaders to protect those  

freedoms publicly. 

The third E is Evaluating, through 
 supporting religious communities, civil society 

organisations, and all people working on the 

promotion of diversity, living together, and 

interreligious dialogue, and applying compre-

hensive monitoring and evaluation tools and 

methods, to try to measure and understand 

their impact in changing attitudes and behav-

iours. Because if we always work without any 
sort of monitoring or evaluation tool, then 

sometimes we don’t know where we are, and 

what we still need to do. 

The fourth E is Elevating. Promoting the 
work of change-makers, whether individuals 

or organisations, and providing them with 

a platform to elevate their work to the next 

level, not only in their local communities,  

but beyond. 

In conclusion, I would like to say that this 

was an amazing experience for me as a young 

woman, to see how my women peers, and 

 seniors – including you, Professor Karam – are 

contributing to history, each in her own way,  

in her own community, and in her own vision.  

I feel proud to be part of this cohort of 

 inspirational leaders, who refuse to succumb 

to the status quo, and say, “I can do  something 

about it”. Hoping for a future where young 

leaders and change-makers like myself and 

my peers and the IYC would also be given  

the chance to prove that we can do it too. 

Ana Maria Daou, Community Engagement Senior Coordinator,  
Adyan Foundation; Deputy Coordinator, International Youth Committee
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 T hank you very much, dear Dr Azza  Karam. 

Dear friends, peace be upon all of you, 

as-salamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa bar-

akatuh. I would like to thank you very much for 

your  introduction and I am very happy to be 

amongst you today as a friend, as a  colleague, 

and as part of this wonderful gathering. I 

would like to begin by congratulating this  

extraordinary gathering today for its pioneer-

ing efforts on bridging the rules, faith and  

diplomacy, for championing the roles of 

 women of faith alongside men of faith, in 

planting the spirits of peace, and nourishing 

communities with faith-based world views. 

We women today are teachers, thinkers, 

diplomats, mothers, faith leaders, influencers. 
We are from all walks of life. All ages and all 

the religions, all came together to pave the 

way forward for greater understanding and 

coexistence. Recognising the role of women 

of faith today is more important than ever 

for the future and the world that celebrates 

 wisdom, mediation, and negotiation in times 

of  hardship and conflicts. It is now more 
 important than ever that women step forward 

with holistic, sustainable solutions to protect 

their societies, families, elderly, the margin-

alised, and the vulnerable. It is now the time  

for all of us, faith-based organisations and 

communities, to encourage and work to  

establish more women’s mediation networks 

and leaders. 

Throughout my long experience  working 

with global, Mediterranean, and Arab net-
works, I have witnessed how dedicated, 

 resourceful, and farsighted these women can 

be. How their love for their communities made 

them work miracles, lobbying for sustainable 

solutions and peace. Throughout the Muslim 
region and around the world, I have been 

blessed to meet so many incredible Muslim 
and non-Muslim women who have made  major 
efforts and contributed to a better future 

in their communities. And I am so proud of 

those women and they are all my models. One 

such example is Dr Azza Karam, the Secretary  

General of Religion for Peace. I didn’t know 

she’s moderating today, and I don’t mean to 

compliment, but she really is standing as a 

model. She has a long history of working for a 

better future with a big heart of a believer. The 

first time I heard Azza speaking in New York on 
this subject several years ago, I knew she will 

take it far and that she will lead as a model in 

this cause as we see her doing today. 

I worked many years at the Organization of 

Islamic Cooperation General Secretariat as the 

director of foreign and social issues. And when 

I started, I quickly realised the joining  efforts 

of all women of faith was a priority. These 

women consistently had long-lasting causes 

and struggled constantly for the well-being of 

their communities and the world.  Frequently 

working alone at the negotiation table 

 outnumbered by men was very, very  difficult 
for me. But it helps me realise, practically, 
the absolute necessity of having more women 

making decisions about our futures, especially 

those women of faith with visions, core values, 

and strong ethical codes that would keep us 

on the right decision-making path. The  agenda 

for peace and cooperation in such women’s 

hands can never fail, when she always consid-

ers the well-being of her community, and her 

intentions are always to do better, for a cause 

greater than herself. 

Today at the Islamic Cooperation Youth 

 Forum we are working to inspire youth by 

way of faith to play key roles in development 

and peacebuilding, volunteering, through 

 enriching programs designed to build their 

 capacities as a generation of faith and change. 

In our model OIC program and diplomacy 

academy, we press on the fact that no sus-

tainable developments, no prosperity, no 

peace can occur without integrating women 

at all levels of the decision-making. It was my 

pleasure to witness, as you all heard, Ms Lydia 
Funck saying this beautifully, that our youth 

today have been a better generation when 

it comes to gender justice, women’s role,  

because of their open minds and attachment 

to faith. We should trust them and be humble 

and learn from them. 

In contributing to becoming an equal, 

 inclusive, peaceful, and resilient world, we 

need to provide more platforms and oppor-

tunities for young women and men to con-

tinue to share inspiring insights on how their 

faith has been their source of success and 

 inspiration. Until we do it together, we need to 

keep working and praying for a future where 

faith inspires gentle justice and real women 

leadership. I agree with Dr Karam that lead-

ership is not a political position, it is service. 

Women have to be given the way to serve the 

community, because they have proven that 

they are better in the service of the commu-

nity, and to trust women of faith to always 

choose a better future for all. As faith-based 

organisations, we have a massive role to play 

in softening the hearts and tackling all sorts 

of radicalism, Islamophobia, and hate, and in 

inspiring a future that is good for all. 

To close, I would like to thank the two young 

ladies, Lydia Funck and Ana Maria Daou. We 
are following you because you are the future, 

and you are the present, and we believe in 

youth. And because we believe in youth, and 

because this gathering believes in youth, I see 

the hope not at the end of the tunnel, I see it 

right in front of us. Professor Azza Karam said 

this rightly, yes why shouldn’t the next big 

gathering or assembly be about youth and 

faith? I’m very hopeful that this is going to 

happen very soon. I would like at the end to 

thank the Religious for Peace team, the 

 Foundation Peace Dialogue of the World 

 Religions and Civil Society (Ring for Peace), 

and the Federal Foreign Office of Germany for 
this incredible assembly. I thank all of you for 

your inspiring talks, for your beautiful sharing, 

and for being there to prove that our hearts 

can connect. And when our hearts are togeth-

er, everything else is easy. Blessed Friday. 
Thank you, as-salamu alaikum. 

PLEDGE FOR CHANGE
Fadila Grine, Director of Social & Family Affairs at the Department of Cultural, Social & Family Issues in the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation; Senior Advisor, Islamic Cooperation Youth Forum
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 O n a snowy December afternoon in New 

York in 2019, I stood before 200 religious 

leaders, government officials, diplomats, part-
ners, and philanthropists. I bravely told them, 

“You empowered us and we are now ready  

to work with you towards caring for our  

common future. The question is, are you 

ready to let us work with you?”

The courage I felt that afternoon did not 

just come from the discussion in the three 

days of setting Religions for Peace’s Six Key 

Priorities and Strategic Plan. That courage and 

energy were planted in Lindau, Germany, dur-

ing the Youth Pre-Assembly of the 10th World 

Assembly. The seed of courage came from 

the energetic discussions, passionate calls 

for action, and inspiring friendships formed 

in the Inselhalle and various spots in Lindau. 

That seed continued to grow in the following 

months through conversations that refused 

to be limited by distance or differences. It was 

courage nourished by Religions for Peace’s 

empowered youth leaders, who have shared 

a vision of empowering their fellow youth and 

humanity towards transforming tomorrow.

Religions for Peace have taken steps to 

mainstream the youth’s contributions to 

RELIGIONS FOR PEACE YOUTH: EMPOWERED 
AND EMPOWERING AGENTS OF CHANGE

our movement’s mission over the past 50 

years. Even before the World Assembly in Lin-

dau, Religions for Peace’s youth had already 

been actively involved in various projects and 

 campaigns, and had been given a platform to 

advocate for causes that affect them. However, 

I believe that the gathering in Lindau marked 

a new era for Religions for Peace. Apart from 

electing its first female secretary general, Prof. 
Azza Karam, Religions for Peace also entered 

a new era for its youth networks, where young 

members of this movement are no longer just 

a special group, but – like our women of faith 

– are equally important agents of change in 

fulfilling Religions for Peace’s Global Peace 
Priorities. 

Lindau 1.0: igniting the flame
Most of us youth delegates to the 10th World 

Assembly were first-timers to a world assem-

bly – newbies, as we would like to say. Walking 

into the Room Konstanz of the Bayerischer 
Hof, you could already feel the energy of 

young people ready for the discussions on the 

themes of the assembly. I vividly remember 

that when I interrupted the group discussions 

on the themes so we could proceed to the next 

part of the programme, a fellow youth leader 

stood up and complained that the discussions 

were not yet done. They were so  passionately 

engaged in the discussions that they still felt 

the need for more time even after hours of 

sharing their insights. They complained not 

because of what they were asked to do. They 

complained that they didn’t have much time 

to share their insights and plan for projects 

they could collaborate on. We all felt that one 

day of a youth pre-assembly was not enough; 

we craved more.

Many delegates probably did not know that 
even after the meetings in the Inselhalle, the 

youth delegates would go out together at night 

and hang out. These informal meetings led to 

friendships and bonds being formed that now 

play a vital role in how we can work collabo-

ratively even when we are in various parts of 

the world. The friendship we formed created 

bridges that connect us to our peers and serve 

as channels where we can share what is hap-

pening on our side of the world. These bridges 

are effective sources of information that raise 

our awareness on global issues and are simple 

ways of inspiring actions through exchanges of 

ideas and partnerships on projects.

Beyond the Youth Pre-Assembly, the youth 
delegates voiced their insights and opinions, 

gave recommendations for actions, and chal-

lenged various positions. In the Youth Report, 

we talked about how “history lessons are 

mostly tales of conflicts”. Therefore, “we need 
a history which illustrates us living  together 

in peace, working together, and believing 

 together, which will inspire us to move for-

ward for a future where we also live together 

in peace”. In the Global Gallery, youth leaders 

proudly shared their projects and actions that 

created ripples of influence as their projects 
have inspired others to do the same or start 

new ones. In the commissions and regional 

caucus meetings, youth delegates contributed 

to identifying issues and recommended  actions 

to address them. Religions for Peace and Ring 

for Peace also ensured that this movement’s 

youngest members had their seats on the  

table. Our leaders have empowered us, and 

we are now working towards empowering our 

peers and communities. The flame was ignited 
in Lindau and we, Religions for Peace’s youth, 

now carry the torch to spread the light.

Lindau 2.0: fuelling the flame
When the Covid-19 pandemic happened, our 

lives changed and the new normal created 

new challenges. But amid these looming dark 
clouds, young people worldwide have led initi-

atives to help those in need and call for action 

to protect the most vulnerable among us.

The 1st Assembly on Women, Faith & 

 Diplomacy gave the youth another platform 

for action. I was proud and happy to see that 

the 1st Assembly on Women, Faith &  Diplomacy 

 ensured a youth voice in all the sessions – a 

first, I believe. There was a youth perspective 
on the themes. Likewise, the youth had the 

chance to contribute to the realisation of such 

a historical event. The youth representation in 

each of the plenary sessions was a strong proof 

of Religions for Peace and Ring for Peace’s rec-

ognition of our role. It was a message telling us 

that we are with you and we will work with you. 

It fuelled the flame that we have within us.
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The 1st Assembly on Women, Faith & 

Diplomacy was a testament to the world and 

future generations that there is still HOPE. 
As young people have lost hope for a future 

that we are not sure we would even have, 

the assembly showed us that when we come 

 together and act as one, using our diversity as 

a strength, we can overcome even the  greatest 

threat in our lifetime. Much more, when we 
value the equal contributions of women, men, 

and youth, we can transform the future. We 

can bring back the hope that this world can 

still be a better place.

Beyond Lindau: the youth  

illuminating the world

The 10th World Assembly and the 1st Assembly 

on Women, Faith & Diplomacy were pivotal 

points in the transformation of Religions for 

Peace from a movement that had a special 

place for the youth to a movement that works 

with and for the youth. Young as we may be, 

we also play an essential role in transforming 

tomorrow. I can give you many examples to 

illustrate the critical roles we have, but allow 

me to focus on four of them.

First, we have the largest generation of 

youth the world has ever known, and this gen-

eration will continue to make the choices long 

after the older generations retire. Including 

the youth in decision-making processes, pol-

icy development, and planning for actions is 

the sensible thing to do since the long-term 

impact of such choices and actions would 

 define our generation’s future. The huge youth 
population brings an equally vast amount  

of talent, knowledge, energy, and  leadership. 

Harnessing that energy and talent can 

 mobilise actions and lead to transformative 

change in attitudes. Do you want to scale up 

a  movement? Bring in the youth! During the 
Assembly on Women, Faith & Diplomacy, the 

youth amplified women’s voices in calling for 
gender equality, combatting hate speech, pro-

moting values-inspired education, protecting 

the Earth, and redefining leadership. 
This brings me to the next point: the youth 

is engaged. In both the 10th World  Assembly 

and the 1st Assembly on Women, Faith & 

 Diplomacy, the Religions for Peace Youth 

Media Team played an important role in 
 engagement. They were the messengers that 

brought the assembly’s message to the world. 

Through social media posts, important issues 

are brought to the attention of people from all 

walks of life. As a generation engaged in and 

remaining connected through social media, 

the youth is aware of the many issues that our 

society faces. We have access to information 

not just on the problems, but also on ideas 

that can lead to solutions. This engagement on 

social media has enormous impact. There are 

many good examples of this, such as youth-led 

actions to fight climate change, movements 
for democracy in many different countries, and 

 Religions for Peace’s multi-faith humanitarian 

actions on Covid-19.

Third, the youth have the energy and the 

agility. Biologically speaking, our young  bodies 
give us the strength to act quickly on the  issues 

we face. You can see this in how young people 

organise movements, and they can do it fast, 

leading to more actions done in a short period. 

Our energy also comes from the  frustrations 

we experience because of the many social 

 issues and the seemingly problematic choices 

that the older generations make. We are eager 

to act!

Fourth, the youth have fresh ideas. We have 

our perspective on the issues and can provide 

solutions to address them. We have witnessed 

so much human suffering, and we now have 

a much better vision of the kind of world that  

we want to live in. The wisdom handed to us 

and the values instilled within us resulted in  

our diverse perspectives. Our connectedness 

 allows us to care for everyone, even the least 

fortunate among us.

The youth can be the light that illuminates 

the world, but we need to continue fuelling the 

flame for that to happen. Mentorship can be 
one way to do this. I have experienced being  

mentored by Dr Lilian Sison, which  contributed 

to the kind of leadership and values that I 

 possess. I also saw the  importance of men-

torship in ensuring the sustainability of our 

 movement. I hope to create such a platform for 

mentorship, an intergenerational space where 

young  people can learn from the older genera-

tions – a safe space for discourse and exchange  

of wisdom. 

I wish to see a transformation in how 

our youth networks and women of faith  

networks connect to our regional and  national 

interreligious councils, so that they too 

 become spaces for educating, enabling, and 

empowering our youth leaders to become the 

future leaders that Religions for Peace needs.

Religions for Peace can also strengthen 

the involvement of our women and youth by 

 ensuring their representation. This is  present 

in the international and some regional 

 councils, and I hope it can be replicated down 

to our smallest bodies. Representation is not 

just women and youth being a part of govern-

ing bodies; it means giving them votes, hear-

ing their voices, and supporting their actions.

I also hope to see our youth networks 

transform into avenues for learning and 

 capacity-building. Many projects, such as learn-

ing exchanges and workshops, are  already 

done in some of our national youth networks. 

We need to find a way to support and scale up 
these programmes. If the Religions for Peace 

youth leaders soon become leaders of our 

movement, we must prepare them to take on 

those roles.

Lastly, as we have successfully organised a 

1st Assembly on Women, Faith & Diplomacy, I 

hope that one day we can come together for a 

youth assembly that will highlight the impor-

tant role of the youth in peacebuilding and 

provide a space for learning, discourse, and 

planning. This can also be an opportunity to 

start the platform for mentoring, where reli-

gious and government leaders, civil societies, 

and change-makers can have dialogue with 

the youth. The one-day pre-assembly we had 

felt insufficient, and we wanted more. The  
1st Assembly on Women, Faith & Diplomacy 

heightened that desire to work together, and a 

youth assembly would be a perfect way to  

continue what began in Lindau and move to  

all corners of the world.
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 I t is noteworthy that, in practice, the  largely 

virtual format of the assembly  ultimately 

allowed for an even greater number of 

 participants – as 30,000 people from 97-plus 

countries tuned in. 

What follows are a few key themes that 

emerged from this seminal series of discussions 

on women, faith, and diplomacy.

Women’s leadership

The assembly concluded with Pledges for 

Change that engaged speakers and actors 

 active in the youth arena, together with 

 religious leaders, who shared their  reflections 
on all that was said over the three-and-a-

half days of the assembly. They emphasised 

that leadership in the religious spaces in 

 particular, and generally, is distinguished by 

a  commitment to service. Good leadership is 

servant leadership characterised by the power 

of humility. 

Women’s engagement and leadership is 

crucial to the existence of religious institutions, 

community life, and the myriad areas where 

 religions serve around the world, including 

 basic needs of health, education, nutrition, 

protection of environment, and legislation. Far 

from being “the other half”, women are essen-

tial providers in a pandemic-encrusted world, 

and have traditionally been critical to every 

domain of human life. It was women human 

rights actors who first alerted the world to the 

REFLECTIONS AND OUTLOOK

impact of environmental degradation, and their 

voices and experiences raised public conscious-

ness long before governments and other social 

movements began to engage. 

Ensuring that women can hold leadership 
positions, and listening to their voices and 

 experiences is neither a request nor a favour – 

it is a call to ensure the dignity of our planet 

and to provide a complete narrative of human 

existence. 

Realising gender equality

One of the nuances that emerged from the 

various discussions, including those with 

male political and religious figures, is that 
the struggle for gender equality should not 

be seen  exclusively as women seeking to 

“catch up with” men, or to merely participate 

in male-dominated spheres. Instead, gender 

equality is a process of ensuring that all are 

able to participate in the decisions and policies 

that anyway influence all lives, and thus shape 
how societies will coexist and interact.

The call for commitment to gender equality 

in everyday practices, from within the various 

religious and secular spaces, was one of the 

outcomes of the discussions. Some participants 

spoke to the responsibility of women  leaders 

themselves to mobilise and support more 

 women, so as to pursue more political positions 

and leadership roles, and to deliberately build 

allies among women, with a view to strengthen 

and increase each other’s visibility while serving 

in leadership positions. 

For practitioners of development and 

 foreign policy, seeking to understand  religious 

features as part of the cultural and  social 

 components of national dynamics, and 

 mapping out the  political-religious landscapes, 

requires  recognising the roles played by women 

of faith in these spaces. Gender equality  efforts 

 undertaken by national actors, as well as by 

non-national actors (e.g. international develop-

ment donors and partners), must recognise the 

roles played by women of faith. 

For diplomats working in foreign policy 

spaces and interested in gender-equality objec-

tives, this acknowledgement of the myriad roles 

played by women of faith, in any polity, should 

be a must. To not see the relevance of the 

 religious to political developments is to  ignore a 

critical sensitivity to local realities, and  thereby 

to ill serve policy-making. To further ignore the 

roles of women in leading and serving faith 

communities is to be blind to the realities of the 

intersections of culture with gender and human 

rights. All together, these blind spots add up to 

bad diplomacy. 

Women in religious institutions and com-

munities – a steadily changing landscape

Some of the discussions showcased the way 

women of faith are often excluded from reli-

gious institutions, and/or underrepresented 

therein, yet play a crucial role as diplomats 

in mediating conflicts and in ensuring that 
livelihoods for families are maintained. More-

over, as faith leaders, women are intellectual 

 interlocutors able to position religious values 

and scriptures to mobilise against injustice.

The example set by the World Council of 

Churches in electing a woman moderator and 

by Religions for Peace in electing a woman as 

secretary general are, among many other such 

developments, important indicators of change. 

The election of these women into  notable 

positions of authority within traditionally 

male-dominated arenas speaks to the changing 

mindsets of the male leadership themselves. In 

turn, this points to an important role that such 

institutions and faith communities can play in 

demonstrating that women can and do have 

the esteem and respect required as leaders. 

Faith and/or religion? 

An interesting distinction was made between 

faith and religion. Religion is usually the 

 domain of institutions, entailing myriad forms 

of hierarchy and some control over ritual 

and practices, whereas faith is the intangible 

 sacred within. Some religious leaders noted 

from their interreligious dialogues and multi- 

religious collaborative experiences that, where 

religious institutions can be quick to delineate 

boundaries, faith can often build bridges of 

commonality between diverse peoples. Faith 

can thus foster relationship-building between 

individuals and communities in ways that 

 perhaps more laborious institutional infra-

structures may not favour. 

Either way, faith or religion are being used 
to foster conflicts. But they can be, and also are, 
the means of building peace. Dynamics of multi- 

faith coalitions were noted as providing a 
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 different means of conversing and seeing 

the other. Sometimes, it was pointed out, intra- 

religious discourses can create dissonance 

and impasses. Multi-religious convenings and 
conversations, on the other hand, can be far  

more amenable to empathetic engagement 

and  socially cohesive efforts.

Countering discrimination: the 

power of faithful listening 

Taking into account the prevalence of hate 

speech in almost all corners of the world, the 

assembly participants discussed the impor-

tant role that multi-religious coalitions, and 

an inclusive discourse, can and do play. “It 

is hard to hate the other religious persons 

when they are part of your own community, 

when you know them and speak with them 

and they are familiar to you,” said a senior 

woman religious leader from Europe. In fact, a 
senior male leader from the Middle East noted 
 emphatically that religious leaders who have 

worked  together from across the religious 

 domains “are the original diplomats … for they 

have long had to resolve issues of mistrust … 

and even territoriality, between their various 

communities over centuries [predating nation 

states as we know them today]”.

Given these dynamics, faith leaders have a 

role to play to actively curb – if not eliminate 

– hate speech. As such, partnering with them 

and other civil society actors in national and 

global processes towards that end should not 

be  optional, but a must. These discussions 

also took account of the need to review the 

educational and training curricula of religious 

clergy. Further, interreligious education per 

se,  teaching at multiple educational levels of 

 diverse religions, as well as multi-religious 

learning opportunities, were all identified as 
means to counter the spread of hate speech.

The root causes of hate speech, it was 

 argued, include the silencing of the voices 

(and thus the realities) of “the other”. All faith 

communities can – and do – play a big role in 

actively seeking to assist and protect the most 

vulnerable. Most, if not all, religious institutions, 
faith-based NGOs, and communities around the 

world have programmes of care and support to 

individuals and communities of greatest need, 

including migrants, the internally displaced, the 

impoverished, people living with disabilities, 

and survivors of multiple forms of violence and 

trauma. Faith actors are well placed, therefore, 

as active “listeners” to those who are ignored, 

to include these voices in their midst, to advo-

cate for their needs, and to ensure that their  

direct voices are provided with pulpits and 

channelled to policy-makers and influencers.
Indigenous Peoples’ voices are among 

those most silenced by mainstream societies 

in most parts of the world. And yet among 

these communities are the original caretakers 

of our  planet. Ignoring these voices, and indeed  

actively marginalising them, is a form of discrim-

ination, if not the original manifestation of the 

harm of hate speech. The harm done to silence 

Indigenous Peoples’ voices has come at great 

cost not only to our planet – as their  sacred 

natural reserves, such as the rainforests, have 

been systematically plundered – but also now 

to our collective health. Environmental activists 

speaking at the assembly noted the direct link 

between plundering our natural  ecosystems 

and the sequence of harm that eventually led 

the world to the Covid pandemic. 

The plight of Indigenous Peoples is a matter 

of the survival of our whole planet. This vision, 

this conviction, and these voices are part of 

what faith communities themselves are obliged 

to listen to, to protect, and to amplify. This is 

the stuff of solidarity today, and this is the  

revolutionary business of young and older, men 

and women – all those faithful on this Earth. 
This solidarity is the act of faithful power need-

ed today. In many ways, this faithful listening is 

part of the power of the leadership of women, 

inspired by faith, no matter where they serve.

Prologue: taking forward the  

recommendations of the assembly 

After the assembly, in January 2021, Religions 

for Peace invited some of the assembly partic-

ipants and some of its members and partners 

to reconvene in its Standing Commission on 

Advancing Gender Equality. This is the body 
that provides stewardship and advice to Reli-

gions for Peace to help serve its strategic prior-

ity, adopted as part of its 2020-2025  Strategic 

Plan. Influenced partly by the findings of the 
assembly, and largely by their rich and  varied 

institutional, leadership, and grassroots 

 experiences, the members of the Standing 

Commission provided the following guidance 

to their own joint work:

Endorse Religions for Peace joining the 
World Council of Churches’ global campaign 

Thursdays in Black. As members of the Standing 

Commission, this commitment comes with an 

intention to raise awareness of the key theme 

of the campaign – gender-based violence (GBV) 
among all faith communities. In so doing, the 

Standing Commission members committed to 

another outcome of the Assembly on Women, 

Faith & Diplomacy – to actively work with inter-

faith youth, and engage together in advocacy 

and activities around gender equality. 

Also under this theme, and influenced by the 
discussions at and after the assembly, the Gen-

der Equality Standing Commission members 
committed to exploring the possibility of trans-

lating the Religions for Peace manual “Restor-

ing Dignity” into different languages, thereby 

increasing its accessibility and usefulness.

The members also committed to working 

with Religions for Peace to strengthen and pro-

mote the Multi-religious Humanitarian Fund, 
particularly to engage women of faith leaders 

in the advocacy around Covid-19 vaccination. 

This would entail advocating with governments 

and businesses to ensure vaccine equity, as 

well as advocating for the wisdom of taking the 

vaccine among their respective communities 

and organisations. This, after all, is the urgent 

and pressing need of the moment we are still 

living in. The Covid pandemic is teaching many 

important lessons. Foremost among them,  

perhaps, is this: as long as one of us still risks  

being impacted by this pandemic, all of us 

 remain  vulnerable. 

A multi-religious response to our times, 

which honours the leadership in service of 

women of faith, is the ultimate clarion call to 

 human decency.



Ph
ot

os
: p

ri
va

te
, C

h
ri

st
ia

n
 T

h
ie

l

X HÖHE TEXTBEGINN

9ER RASTER

9ER RASTER

GOLDENER SCHNITT OBEN

25%

50%

75%

GOLDENER SCHNITT UNTEN

180 • 10+1 10+1 • 181 

A NOTE OF APPRECIATION
The 10th World Assembly and the 1st Assembly on Women, Faith & Diplomacy were two 

complex and ambitious projects to organise. While the World Assembly was  challenging 

due to the great number of participants and the multiple locations, the Assembly on 

 Women, Faith & Diplomacy was challenging because of the dynamically changing 

 conditions during the Covid-19 pandemic, forcing us to switch to a virtual assembly, 

 hosted from Lindau.

When facing such endeavours, it is important to have deep partnerships that not only 

 provide funding but also valuable insights and guidance. We, the team of the  Foundation 

Peace Dialogue of the World Religions and Civil Society (Ring for Peace), are truly  grateful 

to our partners for their great support and their valuable contributions. Without their 

 commitment, the 10th World Assembly and the 1st Assembly on Women, Faith &  Diplomacy 

would not have been possible.

In particular, we wish to thank the following partners:

Office of the Federal President of Germany

German Bundestag

German Federal Foreign Office

State of Bavaria

City of Lindau

We are working hard to establish Lindau as the place of peace dialogue 

between the world religions and civil society. For that, we look forward 

to intensifying our cooperation with our trusted partners.

Wolfgang Schürer

Chairman

Ulrich Schneider

Managing Director

Contributors
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Federal President of Germany Frank-Walter Steinmeier
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Federal Chancellor of Germany Dr Angela Merkel
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Prof. Azza Karam

Bishop Dr Margot Käßmann
Prof. (em.) Dr h.c. Wolfgang Schürer

Bishop Dr Gunnar Stålsett
Sarah van Bentum

We are sincerely grateful to all contributors for inspiring and elevating the 10th World Assembly, 

the 1st Assembly on Women, Faith & Diplomacy, and this book to higher levels.
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A LOOK AHEAD
On 4–7 October 2021 the Foundation Peace Dialogue of the 

World Religions and Civil Society, with the support of the 

German Federal Foreign Office, and in collaboration with 
Religions for Peace, will host the next conference in Lindau. 

Conference of the World Council of Religious Leaders 

on Faith and Diplomacy: Generations in Dialogue

The World Council of Religious Leaders is the governing 

body of Religions for Peace, and consists of about 60  

religious leaders representing diverse religions, regions, 

and genders. After one year of virtual meetings in 2020, the 

World Council will return to Inselhalle, where it had been 

elected at the 10th World Assembly in 2019 and convene 

for the first time in-person. During the four-day conference, 
religious leaders, women of faith, and interfaith youth will 

be joined by diplomats and leaders from civil society and 

academia who will engage in intensive and timely dialogues 

on issues of global relevance. The conference will focus on 

peace and security, protection of the environment, and  

humanitarianism, including questions of  

public health and vaccine equality.

For further information regarding the  

programme and livestreams please visit:  

www.ringforpeace.org

www.rfp.org  


